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Board of Supervisors Sends Letter Stating Opposition to House Bill No. 2045 

At the January 19, 2021 Board of Supervisors Meeting, Supervisor Ayers requested that the County 
Administrator and County Attorney draft a letter for the Board of Supervisors opposing House Bill 2045 (HB 
2045). 

The proposed bill denies police officers the right to use sovereign immunity or governmental immunity as a 
defense in civil suits and makes officers personally responsible for damages and fees. HB 2045 will force 
localities to pay higher insurance premiums for potential civil actions and take funds away from other 
important services. The Board is concerned that removing sovereign immunity as a defense will make it 
harder to recruit and retain law enforcement personnel.  

The letter from the Board of Supervisors suggests “a change in the policing culture that glorifies ‘toughness’ 
and a ‘group cohesion’ that obscures and sometimes obstructs individual accountability.” The letter goes on 
to recommend that “efforts should be directed at delivering funding to undertake the education, training and 
incentives that do change culture.” 

A copy of the full letter, signed by all five board members, is included below.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional information may be obtained from Joy Niehaus at jlniehaus@countyofamherst.com or (434) 946-9400. 

TELEPHONE  (434)  946-9400  
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