
FAIR HOUSING RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

 

It is illegal to discriminate in the sale or rental of housing, 
including against individuals seeking a mortgage or housing 
assistance, or in other housing-related activities. The Fair 
Housing Act prohibits this discrimination because of race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, and 
disability. A variety of other federal civil rights laws, including 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, and the Americans with Disabilities Act, prohibit discrimination in 
housing and community development programs and activities, particularly those that 
are assisted with HUD funding. These civil rights laws include obligations such as taking 
reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to their programs and activities for 
persons with limited English proficiency (LEP) and taking appropriate steps to ensure 
effective communication with individuals with disabilities through the provision of 
appropriate auxiliary aids and services. Various federal fair housing and civil rights laws 
require HUD and its program participants to affirmatively further the purposes of the 
Fair Housing Act. 

HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) works to eliminate housing 
discrimination and promote civil rights and economic opportunity through housing. 
FHEO enforces fair housing laws. One of its roles is to investigate complaints of housing 
discrimination. If you believe you have been discriminated against in violation of any of 
these federal fair housing laws, you can file a complaint with FHEO. 

Learn More About… 

• The Fair Housing Act 

• Non-Discrimination in Housing and Community Development Programs 

• Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

• Sexual Harassment 

• Discrimination in Mortgage Lending 

• Rights of Families with Children 

• Nondiscrimination in Advertising and Marketing 

• Housing Discrimination and Persons Identifying as LGBTQ 

• Rights of Persons with Limited English Proficiency 

• Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 

 

https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/online-complaint
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/fair_housing_act_overview
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/non_discrimination_housing_and_community_development_0
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/disability_main
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/sexual_harassment
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/fair_lending
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/discrimination_against_families_children
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/advertising_and_marketing
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/housing_discrimination_and_persons_identifying_lgbtq
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/fair_housing_equal_opp/limited_english_proficiency_0
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/affh/

