Agenda Item
XII. B.

Meeting Date: February 7,2017

Department: Planning/Zoning

Issue: Comprehensive Plan Update Schedule
Board Action: None

Attachment: Memorandum from Jeremy S. Bryant, Director of
Planning/Zoning, dated January 19, 2017

Summary: On June 21, 2007, the Amherst County Board of Supervisors adopted
the Amherst County Comprehensive Plan 2007-2027. The Plan was crafted over a
four year timeframe beginning in 2003, in which many citizens contributed to its
completion. The Virginia State Code, §15.2-2230 states, “At least once every five
years the comprehensive plan shall be reviewed by the local planning commission to
determine whether it is advisable to amend the plan.

The purpose of the adopted Plan is to provide guidance for critical decisions that
impact growth and development within the County over a twenty year period. In
2011, a seventh chapter was added to encourage mixed use development in the
southern portion of the County. In 2013, the Amherst County Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors approved an update to the Comprehensive
Plan. Staff recommends updating the Plan in 2017 and is suggesting the attached
schedule in order to complete the update within the calendar year. A copy of the
adopted Comprehensive Plan can be found on the County’s website at
www.countyofamherst.com, listed under the Planning/Zoning departmental page.

Recommendation: None - For information only.
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Ambherst County
Department of Planning and Zoning

TO: Planning Commission
FROM: Jeremy S. Bryant, Director of Planning/Zoning
DATE: January 19, 2017

SUBJECT:  Comprehensive Plan Update - 2017

On June 21, 2007, the Amherst County Board of Supervisors adopted the Amherst County
Comprehensive Plan 2007-2027. The Plan was crafted over a four year timeframe beginning in 2003, in which
many citizens contributed to its completion. The planning process commenced with a citizen planning
academy, stakeholder interviews, community meetings, solicitation of written citizen comments, a citizen
advisory committee and citizen task force. Planning commission work sessions and public hearings were also
used to engage Amherst County citizens in the adoption of the document.

The purpose of the adopted Plan is to provide guidance for critical decisions that impact growth and
development within the County over a twenty year period. The plan originally consisted of six chapters
including an introduction, process, development and growth trends, community facilities, anticipated growth
trends and land use. In 2011, a seventh chapter was added to encourage mixed use development in the southern
portion of the County. A copy of the adopted Comprehensive Plan can be found on the County’s website at
www.countyofamherst.com, listed under the Planning/Zoning departmental page.

The Virginia State Code, §15.2-2230 states, “At least once every five years the comprehensive plan shall
be reviewed by the local planning commission to determine whether it is advisable to amend the plan. In 2013,
the Amherst County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors approved an update to the Comprehensive
Plan. Staff recommends updating the Plan in 2017 and is suggesting the following schedule in order to complete
the update within the calendar year.

Activity Name Duration (Days) Start Date Finish Date
Update Statistical and Demographic ]
1 Data / Land Use Sections 90 February 1, 2017 May 1, 2017
Request review and comments from
2 other departments and agencies 920 February 1,2017 May 1,2017
3 Review and approval VDOT 60 March 1, 2017 May 1, 2017
4 Draft submitted to Planning N/A N/A May 18, 2017
Commission at May meeting
Planning Commission
5 Review/Approval 60 May 18, 2017 July 20, 2017
Board of Supervisors ]
6 Review/Approval 50 August 1, 2017 September 19, 2017




