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Board of Supervisors

County Administrator
Dean C. Rodgers

John A. Marks, Jr., Chairman
District 5
David W. Pugh, Jr., Vice-Chair
District 4
Claudia D. Tucker, Supervisor
District 2
L. J. Ayers IlI, Supervisor
District 3
Kenneth M. Campbell, Supervisor
District 1

County Attorney
Ellen Bowyer

AMHERST COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

MINUTES - April 21, 2016

AGENDA

April 21, 2016
Ambherst County High School — Gymnasium
139 Lancer Lane
Ambherst, Virginia 24521
7:00 p.m.

I. Call to Order
II. Approval of Agenda
III. Remarks by the Chairman of the Amherst County Board of Supervisors

Iv. Presentation by the Amherst County Administrator

V. Public Hearing - Proposed FY17 Budget and real property tax rate increase
VI Adjournment

MINUTES

At a special meeting of the Amherst County Board of Supervisors held at the Amherst
County High School on Tuesday, the 21st day of April, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., the following
members were present:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

PRESENT: John A. Marks, Jr. Chairman ABSENT: None
David W. Pugh, Jr., Vice-Chair
Claudia D. Tucker, Supervisor
L. J. Ayers, III, Supervisor
Kenneth M. Campbell, Supervisor

STAFF PRESENT: County Administrator Dean C. Rodgers and Executive Administrative
Assistant Regina Rice.
VIIL. Call to Order
Chairman Marks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
VIIL. Approval of Agenda
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By motion of Chairman Marks and with the following vote, the Board approved the Agenda for
April 21, 2016.

AYE: Mr. Marks, Mr. Pugh, Mrs. Tucker, Mr. Ayers and Mr. Campbell
NAY: None
ABSTAIN: None

IX. Remarks by the Chairman of the Amherst County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Marks welcomed all to the meeting.
Chairman Marks provided instructions on the procedure of the meeting:
e The County Administrator will present the budget.
e A Public Hearing will follow to receive comments from the citizens.

¢ Citizens will be given the opportunity to speak and their names called in order as listed
on the sign-up sheet.

e Speakers are asked to provide their name and address.
* Speakers shall limit their comments to three (3) minutes.
e Speakers shall refrain from making any personal remarks to Board members.

Chairman Marks stated that once all citizens had an opportunity to speak, the Public Hearing
would be closed.

X. Presentation by the Amherst County Administrator

Mr. Rodgers expressed appreciation to all in attendance and spoke on the budget with the
attached slide presentation:

COUNTY OF AMHERST FY2017 PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX INCREASE
(See Attachment 1)

XI. Public Hearing - Proposed FY17 Budget and real property tax rate increase
Chairman Marks opened the Public Hearing.

The following persons came forth and spoke:

Proponents:

Ms. Megan Lucas, Lynchburg Regional Business Alliance addressed the Board and thanked
Board members for looking at capital investments for Amherst County.

Mr. Bill Robertson, EDA member, addressed the Board and stated he was in favor of the one
cent tax to help with expanding businesses and the strategic plan.

Mr. Kenny Kinnier, EDA Treasurer, addressed the Board and spoke on the EDA financial
history.

Mr. Don Manley, EDA member, addressed the Board and advised the one cent tax increase can
help businesses stay and grow in Amherst County and a prospective incubator to help small
business get started.
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Mr. Mike Russell, EDA member, addressed the Board and stated that new business attraction
has been a low pricrity. The EDA has been restricted by funding for a long time and the one
cent will make us more competitive and assist businesses.

Mr. Calvin Kennon, EDA member, addressed the Board and stated that Amherst County is
seeing profound changes with CVTC cutting jobs and the population getting older and
declining. Mr. Kennon said there is a need to redirect to a positive course and the goal of the
EDA is to help businesses stay as well as attracting new businesses.

Mr. Bill Peters of Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board and stated for approximately ten
years the County has been neglecting many things and he favors the $0.05 tax increase. Mr.
Peters thanked the EDA for coming forward and was thankful to have Mr. Dean Rodgers as the
county's administrator. Mr. Peters believed that $0.05 was not enough and that the County
will have to come up with more tax increases in the future. Mr. Peters said he will not sit back
and allow public services to deteriorate.

Mr. Barrie Buck addressed the Board and explained that businesses in Madison Heights have
taken a big blow when the by-pass came through. Mr. Buck said with CVTC closing and the
loss of jobs, the County needs to do something. He is in favor of the tax increase and especially
money for the EDA.

Mr. Ken Althouse of Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board and stated he is a 100% in favor
and supports the one cent increase earmarked for the EDA. Mr. Althouse said the County is
30 years behind in economic development issues and would want the EDA to be part of the
future budget process and to plan annually.

Mr. Herb Hicks of the Monacan Nation addressed the Board stated he participated in one the
focus groups sponsored by the EDA. Mr. Hicks commented that this will be wonderful for the
County. Mr. Hicks said he owns a business in Reston and anticipates bringing the home office
back to Amherst County.

Ms. Suny Monk of Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board and thanked Mr. Rodgers for the
“best budget lesson”. Ms. Monk stated she supports the five cent real estate tax increase and
sees this as an investment. Ms. Monk said she is passionate about Amherst and this tax
investment is only a piece of the bigger picture. Ms. Monk said this is a small investment to
ask each citizen to make but will have big returns.

Mr. Derin Fore of Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board and stated he supports the five cent
real estate tax increase. Mr. Foor said he opened a business a year ago, took a risk and now is
celebrating his second year. Mr. Foor said he is here to stay.

Ms. Lynn Cabell of Amherst, Virginia addressed Board and supported the $0.05 tax increase.

Mr. Eldon Bradley of Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board and thanked all Board members
for looking at the EMS service system closely, volunteers, and initiating a new system to get
money to purchase the new fire trucks and ambulances. Mr. Bradley said Volunteer Fire and
Rescue really appreciates what the Board of Supervisors is doing.

Mr. David Emmer, Amherst, Virginia, addressed the Board stating he is in favor of the $0.05
tax increase.

Opponents: None.
Chairman Marks closed the Public Hearing.

Chairman Marks thanked all for attending and for their comments.
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Chairman Marks advised that the Board of Supervisors will meet on April 29, 2016 at 9:00
a.m. in the School Board room to set the final tax rate and adopt the budget for FY17.
Chairman Marks encouraged all to attend this meeting

XIIL Adjournment

By motion of Supervisor Ayers and with the following vote, the Board moved to adjourn.

AYE: Mr. Marks, Mr. Pugh, Mrs. Tucker, Mr. Ayers and Mr. Campbell
NAY: None
ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Dean C. Rodgeri, Clerk



April 21,2016

ATTACHMENTS
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