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BOOK 34
VIRGINIA:

At a special public hearing of the Board of Supervisors of Amherst County and held at Amherst County High School thereof on Tuesday, the 5th of March 2013, at 7:04 p.m. at which the following members were present and absent:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:


PRESENT:
Mr. R. Curd 


ABSENT:  None




Mr. D. Pugh



Mr. D. Kidd



Ms. C. Tucker





Mr. F. Campbell



Mr. R. Curd, Chairman, called the meeting to order.
IN RE:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

On motion of Ms. C. Tucker, and with the following vote, the Board approved the agenda:
I. Call to Order

II. Approval of Agenda

III. Remarks

a. County Administrator on Proposed Budget

b. Sheriff on School Security Requests

c. Board of Supervisors

d. Public Hearing Guidelines

IV. Public Hearing

V. Comments by Board Members/Next Steps

VI. Adjourn

AYE:   

Mr. R. Curd, Mr. D. Kidd, Ms. C. Tucker, Mr. D. Pugh and Mr. F. Campbell

NAY:  

NONE

ABSENT: 
NONE
IN RE:   COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR ON PROPOSED BUDGET
Mr. C. Monday presented a PowerPoint Presentation regarding the FY2013-14 Proposed Budget. 
IN RE:  SHERIFF ON SCHOOL SECURITY REQUESTS
Sheriff Ayers presented a PowerPoint Presentation regarding his proposed security for Amherst County Schools.
IN RE:  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Ms. C. Tucker stated she had started an email signup sheet regarding fact vs. fiction and requested citizens to sign up for it.
IN RE:  PUBLIC HEARING GUIDELINES

Mr. R. Curd, Chairman, presented the public hearing guidelines to the public.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mr. R. Curd called the Public Meeting to Order.

Ms. C. Tucker read the following two emails per their request since they could not be present at the public hearing:  Ken Watts stated that the purposed personal property tax was too high but the proposed real estate tax was reasonable.  He also stated that SRO’s were not need in every school especially private schools.  Pat Dreyer stated the tax increase was too high and supports realistic tax increase but was opposed to SRO’s, pay raises but supports schools.

Pat Abbitt, Madison Heights, stated the Sheriff’s proposals should be tabled.

Derin Foor, Amherst, stated don’t raise taxes, give Treasurer the new position, don’t do any capital improvements, sell Train Depot land, against pay raises, SRO’s good to protect the children.

Dave Freeman, Madison Heights, spoke regarding school security and an increase in expenditures and to not raise taxes.
Larry Wolf, Amherst, stated it was wrong to advertise for 48% increase in taxes, the need to cut spending, county employees deserve pay increase and use existing resources for SRO’s.

Mark Labadie, Amherst, stated School Administration was top heavy and Sheriff’s Department spends too much money.
Eldon Cox, Amherst, stated the public was not aware of the dire need with the fire department and the lack of volunteers.
Leslie Gamble, Amherst, stated objected to raising taxes, suggested 2% pay cut for county employees, deputies not performing their jobs, department heads make too much.

Cal Gamble, Amherst, stated the county should not spend money they don’t have.
David Emmert, Madison Heights, stated he was a teacher that worked hard, long hours and that he supports the tax increase to support the county and schools.
Reginald Wilburn, Amherst, stated the county had more businesses in the past with lower taxes, the county owns to many properties that don’t generate funds and to postpone the Public Safety Building.

Chris Adams, Amherst, stated the county had education and Public Safety issues that need attention that manpower needed to increased and a good education was an essential to the county’s children.

Rex Brust, Amherst, requested no more tax increases and asked what cuts the county was prepared to make, county just needs to cut expensive.

Anna Moore, Amherst, stated that was no justification for a tax increase, people just cannot afford it, tax assessments will unlikely cause the values to go down and encouraged the Board to not raise taxes.

Gary Jennings, Amherst, stated that in the past volunteer fire departments had a waiting list and it didn’t take eighteen months to train them like it does now, he has had enough and is not going to take it anymore, asked if capital improvements were really necessary.

Jones Stanley, Monroe, stated that it had been five years since teachers have had a raise, the superintendent was lowest paid in surrounding counties, supports raising taxes and requested Board to fund the schools.

Christie Eubank, Amherst, asked if the Board members had children or whether they were vested in the schools, stated will lose great teachers if schools are not supported.
Jerry Woodson stated that Social Security does not increase, asked when is it going to stop, the Board needs to watch what they spend.

Edward Steele, Madison Heights, stated he was against tax increase, cost of living keeps increasing.

Brian Ratliff, Amherst, stated the proposed budget was reasonable and a step in the right direction to support education.

Elizabeth Brown, Amherst, stated that ACPS employees and parents were in favor of any tax increase needed to fund schools for education.

Samuel Mays, Amherst, stated an increase would be a heavy tax burden and it would be difficult but that a strong school system is important and supports the school budget and increased taxes to support education.
Hollie Jennings, Madison Heights, stated the county has lower paid employees, the Board uses the excuse that the school administration is top heavy to avoid funding schools and request the school budget be funded.

Lloyd Hoilman, Jr., Amherst, thanked the Board for holding the taxes for the past three years and supports the tax increase to fund the county needs and supports the Sheriff’s request.

Sid Horozum, Monroe, supports the 3% tax increase, doesn’t support the SRO request since anywhere can be a target, not supportive of raises.
Ken Althouse, Amherst, stated he opposed the tax increase but that reality is, it is needed to support the schools as they should not be neglected, Amherst County is behind in Economic Development, the county needs to increase taxes now to do what is best for the county.
Jerry Rhodes, stated the Board needed to consider citizens on fixed incomes and farms when considering raising taxes.

Amy Hassenpflug, Concord, stated schools need more security and every school needs an SRO but not a vehicle for each SRO.

Cindy, raising real estate taxes would hurt the county.

Glenn Gossett stated that everyone needed to contact their elected officials and request that we stop funding other countries and spend money in our country.

Martha Bryant stated nursing programs were being cut and that she supports the Public Safety and Sheriff for trying to make our schools safer with SRO’s.

Gary Hern stated rules and regulations were hurting volunteers and that it is almost impossible to meet the requirements and incentives for volunteers were needed.
Bridget Brissend stated everyone cares about the children, that the community is more like family and that we needed to find different solutions and not settle.

Matt Giles, Amherst, stated that teachers do more and more with less and less and supports a tax increase.

There were no other speakers.
Mr. R. Curd closed the Public Hearing.
IN RE:  COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS/NEXT STEPS
Mr. R. Curd thanked everyone for coming out and informed them that the budget process was ongoing and encouraged citizens to provide their comments.
Ms. C. Tucker thanked everyone for attending the Public Hearing and that compromise important.   She also stated that she was always available by phone or email and welcomed everyone’s comments.

IN RE:  ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Mr. D. Kidd, and with the following vote, the Board moved to adjourn.

AYE:   

Mr. R. Curd, Mr. D. Kidd, Ms. C. Tucker, Mr. D. Pugh and Mr. F. Campbell

NAY:  

NONE

ABSENT: 
NONE
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Robert Curd, Chairman






Amherst County Board of Supervisor
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Clarence C. Monday
County Administrator







