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BOOK 34
VIRGINIA:

At a special meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Amherst County and held at the Administration Building thereof on Monday, the 16th day of April 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at which the following members were present and absent:

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:


PRESENT:
Mr. F. Campbell


ABSENT:  None




Ms. C. Tucker




Mr. R. Curd



Mr. D. Kidd








Mr. D. Pugh
Mr. F. Campbell, Chairman, called the meeting to order.

Mr. R. Curd opened with prayer and led in the pledge of allegiance.

IN RE:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Ms. C. Tucker moved to approve the agenda.
AGENDA

MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING – 153 WASHINGTON STREET - SCHOOL BOARD MEETING ROOM

7:00 P.M.
I. Call to Order

II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

III. Approval of Agenda

IV. FY 2013 Budget Public Hearing

a. Budget Synopsis for the Year Ending June 30, 2012

b. Proposed Revenue/Expenditures FY 2012

V. Citizen Comments

VI. Matters from Members of the Board of Supervisors

VII. Adjourn
AYE:   

Mr. F. Campbell, Mr. R. Curd, Mr. D. Kidd, Ms. C. Tucker and Mr. D. Pugh
NAY:  

NONE

ABSENT: 
NONE
IN RE:  FY 2013 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
Mr. F. Campbell called the Public Hearing to Order.
Speakers:

David Randall (School System Transportation Dept) spoke in favor of funding educational needs.
Austin Holmes (Student) spoke in favor of county investing in education.

Jasmine Cooper (Student) stated that programs gave students a purpose and the need for those programs.

Jessie Vest (Student) spoke in favor of funding programs.

Leann Davis (Teacher) spoke in favor of investing in children.

Irene Allen spoke in favor of supporting the schools.

Terri Evans spoke in favor of keeping the extra activities.

Sara Lockland (Teacher) spoke of education as life and requested the Board to continue to fund education.

Derek Brown (Teacher) supports the children and request Board to support the School Board’s request.
Kaley Evans stated that elected programs give them a purpose.
Dionte Havens (Student) stated that if athletics are cut they lose out on scholarships.

Sara Bryant (Student) programs help you to make friends.

Gloria Hellman (Student) doesn’t want to go to school without the drama, arts and choirs programs.
Lauren Hunt (Student) takes this personally because these programs matter to the students.  Talent is important.

Sandra Dawson (Student) programs have a positive outcome.

Charles (Student) elective gives the students experiences.

Randi Harris (Student) stated it was wrong to take away electives because it takes away opportunities and their futures.

Scott Bryant stated concern schools are not going to provide a decent education and requested Board use rainy day funds to support it.

Jody Kendrick read story by Trey Sales and talked about creativity being taken away.
Zachary Mays (Student) take away all the programs and you will be losing out

Julia Ayau (Student) stated programs give students opportunities and makes them who they are.

Alisa McCormick (Student) state music program helps them develop who they are and asked the Board to fund the schools.

Jessica Napp (Student) stated music influenced her and told Board that they couldn’t take it away because it helps them to make it through.

Travis Cash (Student) stated education makes them who they are and we need to make it better for the next generation.

Logan Dean (Student) stated that the Board needs to use the rainy day funds to support these programs, raise taxes and find other ways to fund the schools.
Al Short (Student) spoke about how hard it is to get into college and get scholarships without these programs and for some it their only option for college.

Ben Yarden stated kids don’t like core classes and without electives there are no incentives to go to school.  He also suggested a four day school week as an option.

Laura Fells spoke of her success due to Amherst County schools and supports using the rainy day funds and raising taxes and taking it back to the State.
Jesse Garza stated students who hate school are not involved in electives.

Sienna (Student) stated she moved here from Ohio because school dropped art there.  She asked Board to cut elsewhere not in education.

Dr. Bill Brown (School Board) stated that Amherst County has a strong education system and that it you cut the budget then you cut the quality.  He also stated that children are our future.
Pam Altask (Teacher) asked the Board to get creative and to find a way to fund the school budget.

Daniela Barr (Student) stated that the electives helped students to achieve their goals.

Libby Casey requested the support of the Board for a quality education for students.

Allison Campbell (Student) informed the Board how much her teachers mean to her and how they encourage her.  She asked the Board to support Fine Arts.

Mattie Fink (Student) stated that Fine Arts should not be cut and asked the Board to not cut their classes.
Lacy Fink (Parent) stated that schools make a difference to people.

Jones Stanley (School Board) stated that the School Board presented a needs based budget and that not supporting would hurt the education system.

Daniel Warner supports the Board and understands the decision process.
Kayla Saul spoke of art, music and sports are such a big part of her life.

Dylan Lee spoke of music and the importance of arts.

Peggy Nichols (Student) loves Theatre Arts and doesn’t want to lose it.

Caroline Wood (Student) spoke of how teachers helped her and that taking the classes from them they love would hurt them.

Dakota Hahns (Student) stated the only reason he goes to school is for Advance Theatre Arts.

Hannah (Student) asked not to take the Journalism program away.
Kathleen Ayal (Teacher) stated she was proud of her students for coming forward and to raise taxes.

Jonathan Browning (Student) spoke regarding the Forestry Program, Automotive and Building Trades stating they were his life.
David Pan (Student) stated students were building towards their futures with vocational classes and that they were a necessity for a better future.

Matt Pelsili (Student) stated high school needed the Board’s support to provide the classes needed to help students figure out their futures with where or what they wanted to do.

Melissa Gordon (Parent) stated her children loved and enjoyed the programs and asked the Board to consider keeping the programs.

George Mazoland (Student) stated it was not right to take their programs away.

Andrew Brown (Student) stated that everyone loved sports and asked the Board to give other kids the same opportunities.

Joshua Jenkins (Student) talked about sports and stated that cutting activities was like breaking up a family.
Wyatt (Student) stated he doesn’t want his resources or programs cut.

Daniel Smith (Student) stated that the programs were more like family and that this would hurt his family.

Matthew Littrell stated that the programs provide close ties and provide opportunities for college.

Aria Smith (Student) stated that performing arts has taught her that all thinks are possible.
David Childress informed the Board that the students were speaking on behalf of the teachers and that the quality of education is at stake and to use the rainy day funds.
Shannon Jones (Parent) spoke of her son’s struggles and asked the Board to not put kids in this position and asked the Board to raise taxes and to use the rainy day funds.

Morgan (Student) stated that talent makes them who they are and helps her to succeed and that it affects everyone.

Gavin Maxwell (Student) stated that by performing they try to make everyone happy and that the Board has the means to make everyone happy.
Sara Albert (Student) stated that music is her contribution to the world and would not have had the opportunity if the programs didn’t exist.

Kallie Middleton (Student) stated she would not be able to attend school without theatre and that it would be a waste of so much talent.

Kelly Napp (Parent) stated that students have such wonderful opportunities and asked the Board to consider funding the school’s budget because they could not afford to deny children of their future and needed to invest in the children.

Jessica (Student) stated she loves theatre and that no activities were worth cutting.
Trinda Turner (Parent) stated that the Board needs to support the children.

Mali and Mahogany (Students) stated they love school and asked to keep the teachers.
Jacob Massey (Student) stated that these programs help them to get into college and that it is more than just school, it is a way of life.  He asked the Board to keep everyone’s best interest in mind.
Amber Aristotle (Student) stated that these programs help kids get into college.

Desiree (Student) stated she loves school because of the activities.

Susan Brakes (Parent) asked the Board what the community could do to help the Board to find other ways and suggested a volunteer action board.
Chris Adams (Student) stated that college is not for everyone and that the vocational programs give them another option.

Joshua Meehan (Student) stated that points have been well stated and that the Board needed to raise taxes and use the rainy day funds.

Jo Paul Goldman (Student) spoke of the band and sports and the need for other activities.

Travis Dean (Student) stated that these classes were important.

Jasmine Moore (Student) informed the Board of how great it feels to get on stage and to succeed and she would hate to see any program cut.

Lindsay Harris (Student) stated that vocational classes lead to careers.
Scott Shank (Parent) stated that education drives economic development and that it was important to have a well rounded opportunity for education.

Mary Ellen Barron (Teacher) stated that art education is important.

Marcie East (Parent) encouraged the Board to not cut the programs.

Kathy Pierce stated the county needs a system of education that excels for everyone and asked the Board to be diligent in their decision.

Bev Jones (Retired Teacher) stated there were other potential cuts and asked the Board to do the right think for the children of Amherst County.

John Walker stated the problem arose from federal and state funding cuts and although this is not something created by this Board they bear the burden of solving it.
Cheryl Nelson (Teacher) stated education benefits the students and asked the Board to share their thoughts.

Barry Lundrid asked the Board to consider not raising taxes to fund the school.

Julie Rogers stated that she was of the schools and that Amherst students were competitive with other schools and asked the Board to fully fund the FY13 school budget.
Lee Goldman (Parent) stated that the Board needed to invest in kids and raise taxes.

Al Short asked the Board which programs had an effect on them when in school.
Jonathan Wooten stated that programs drive students and that you cannot put a price on education and talent.

Tom Honeycutt spoke regarding the problem with raising taxes and that the Board needed to find the money a different way.

John Walker stated that student’s futures deserved the best possible.
There were no additional speakers.

Mr. F. Campbell closed the public hearing.

The Board received petitions to support the school’s budget and a separate one for not to raise taxes.

IN RE:  CITIZEN COMMENTS

There were no speakers.
IN RE:  MATTERS FROM MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
There were none.
IN RE:  ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Mr. D. Kidd, and with the following vote, the Board moved to adjourn.
AYE:   
Mr. F. Campbell, Mr. R. Curd, Mr. D. Kidd, Ms. C. Tucker and Mr. D. Pugh

NAY:  
NONE

ABSENT: NONE






__________________________________







V. Frank Campbell, Chairman






Amherst County Board of Supervisor







__________________________________







Clarence C. Monday, County Administrator

