ARTICLE VII. - USE REQUIREMENTS BY ZONING DISTRICTS

701. - Public Lands District P-1.

701.01. Intent of public lands zone. To recognize lands owned or leased by the federal, state, county
government and local and/or regional authority as being distinct from non-public properties.

701.02. Permitted uses (Public Lands District - P-1 zone). Those uses deemed by the county to serve the
public interests, necessity, and convenience of Amherst County including but not limited to lands
designated as national forest, publicly owned reservoirs, parks, schools, libraries, water/sewer
utilities, emergency services, animal shelters, pounds, industrial parks, governmental facilities, and
personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 9109.

701.03 Special exceptions (Public Lands District - P-I zone).

o I

Jail and other detention facilities.

Landfill or similar uses.

Off-site directional signs compliant with “1?- féduirements of Secti0n4_907.04.
Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.

Any other use which the planning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this district.

(Ord. of 3-20-07; Ord. of 6-19-07(-2); "C)r;d..o_f 3-16-10(3); Ord. of 12-21-10, § 2; Ord. No.

2012-0001, s 2, 3-20-12)

702. - Agricultural Residential District A-1.

702.01. Intent of the Agricultural Residential District’ A-1. This district is designed to accommodate
farming, forestry and limited residential use. Wﬁhile it is recognized that certain rural areas may
logically be expected to develop residentially, it is. the intent however to discourage the random
scattering of residential, commercial or indstrial uses:in this district.

702.02. Permftted uses. Within the A:ﬁ_;_,d.i___strict, the following uses are permitted:

1.
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Agriculture and forestry operations; crop production, livestock production, except no
confinement facility may be closer than one thousand (1,000) feet to a property line; sale of
agricultural and forestall products grown in the county; agritourism: and other activities or events
that are usual and customary at Virginia agricultural operations.

Temporary 'séwm.i‘lls, onl-yiifb‘r timber on-site or proximate to site.

Single-family dw‘e‘ﬂ_iqg;s i',_t'f*:"at are built in accordance with the statewide building code.
Manufactured homes as provided in Section 908.

Accessory structures.

Emergency services.

Home occupations.

Reserved.

Camping for less than four (4) consecutive weeks in portable facilities; i.e., tent or camper or per
Section 904,



10.

11.
12.
13.

14,
15.
16.
-7

18.

19.

Utilities that are for the purpose of serving the community, not merely for transferring the utility
through the community; including, but not limited to, sewer, water, gas, electricity, cable
television, telephone.

Bed and breakfast lodging.
Public streets.
Confined livestock facilities ("CLF") subject to the following conditions:

a. Located more than one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from any house not on the
property owned by the applicant;

b. Located more than two thousand five hundred (2, 500) feet from a public place such as a
school or church;

c. Located more than one thousand (1,000) feet from 'a. ‘perennial stream as indicated on the
7.5 minute U.S.G.S. topographic survey maps;

d. Located more than one thousand (1,000) feet-from a state maintained road;

e. A maximum of two hundred fifty (250) animal units may be conflned per fifty (50) acres of
contiguous property; e

f. The CLF must be approved by all necessary state agenmes prior to county approval;
g. The applicant for all permits must be a county resident and the property owner;
h. It cannot be visible froma state maintained road
i. A zoning permit must be |SSued prior-to any develop_ment of the CLF.
Flag lot as provided in Section 1301...04(6"};':': :
Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.
Farm winery. v ‘

Group home:. The zoning admmlstrator may ampose conditions on group homes to ensure their
compatibility with other permltted uses; however, such conditions shall not be more restrictive
than those imposed on resndences accupied by persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Famlly day home wh:ch serves no more. than five (5) chlldren The zonmg admmlstrator may

uses; however, such COHdIt!OﬁS shall not be more restrictive than those imposed on residences
occup|ed by personsrelated by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Temporary family health care structUre Such structures shall not require a special use permit
or be subjected to any ot_her local reqwrements beyond those imposed upon other authorized

a. Any person proposmg to install a temporary family health care structure shall first obtain a
zoning permit from the county. The county may not withhold such permit if the applicant
provides sufficient proof of compliance with the requirements of this section.

b. Placing the temporary family health care structure on a permanent foundation shall not be
required or permitted.

c. Any temporary family health care structure shall be removed within thirty (30) days after
which the mentally or physically impaired person is no longer receiving or is no longer in
need of the caregiver's assistance.

d. The county may require that the applicant provide evidence of compliance with this section
on an annual basis as long as the temporary family health care structure remains on the
property. Such evidence may involve the inspection by the county of the temporary family



20.
21.
22,
23.

24.
25,

health care structure at reasonable times convenient to the caregiver, not limited to any
annual compliance confirmation.

€. Any temporary family health care structure installed pursuant to this section may be
required to connect to any water, sewer, and electric utilities that are serving the primary
residence on the property and shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Virginia
Department of Health.

f.  No signage advertising or otherwise promoting the existence of the structure shall be
permitted either on the exterior of the temporary family health care structure or elsewhere
on the property.

Club, hunt.
Limited brewery.
Limited distillery.

Short-term tourist rental of dwellings, provided that (i) the dwelling is served by a single-access
driveway on a state maintained road, and (ii) is a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet
from the nearest dwelling.

Time-share projects.

Small wind energy systems up to sixty (60) feet in height and at least five hundred (500) feet
from property lines, as provided in Section 918 e

702.03. Special exceptions (Agricultural Rééidehtial District—A-1 zone).

1.
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17.

Public entertainment.
Schools.

Saw mills. o
Pallet manufaét;jrin_g.
Wood yards.

Feed mills.

Truck business. _
Churches and related facilities.

Signs as provided in Section 907, -
Planhed'--unit developme':r:i;ts. ‘
Short-term "téugist rental% of dwelling.
Machinery sa'l'e'?:sfand séﬁfice.
Storage of biosolids as provided in Section 917.
Mineral extraction per Section 910.
Small wind energy as provided in Section 918.

Substance abuse treatment facility.

Off-site directional signs compliant with the requirements of subsection 907.04.

18.49:  Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.



19.20. Club, private.

20.2+  Shooting range, outdoor.

21.22. Breweries.

22.23. Family day home which serves six (6) through twelve (12) children.

23.24. Single-family attached dwelling developments, as provided in Section 921.
24.25. Kennels.

25.26. Aviation facilities, private as provided in Section 922.

26. Retirement community.

27. Any other use which the planning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this district.

(Ord. of 3-18-03(2); Ord. of 9-20-05(2); Ord of 8-15-06(3); Old of 10-17-06(4); Ord. of 1-
15-08(1); Ord. of 7-15-08(2); Ord. 0f10-21 -08(2); Ord. 0f7 21 -09(1); Ord. of 12-1-09;
Ord. of 1-19-10; Ord. of 3-16-10(3); Ord:of 12-21-10, § 2; Ord. Neo: 2011-0007, § 2, 1-
17-12; Ord. No. 2012-0001, § 2, 3-20-12; Ord. No. 2012-0004, § 3, 7-17-12; Ord. No.
2012-0006, § 2, 7-17-12; Ord:. No. 2013-0005.:§ 2, 12-3-13; Ord. No 2014-0007, § 2,
5-20-14; Ord. No. 2015-0011, f»__’) 11-17-15; Ord No 2016-0003, § 1, 4-19-16: Ord.
No. 2016-0012 5 i § 1, 8-16-10)

702.1. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2016-0003, § 2, adopted Apr. 19, 2016, repealed § 702.1, which
pertained to prolnbltlon of time-share projects in the A-1 zoning classification and
derlved from e, Ord of 2-21-06(2).

703 lelted ReSidential Dlstrlct R-1.

703.01. Intent of Limited Res.'dentfal Drsfnct R-1. Thls district is composed of certain quiet, relatively low-
density smgle—famny residential areas plus certain open areas where similar residential development
appears likely. to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and protect the
essential characteristics of the district. To that end, development is limited to single unit dwellings
plus certain low: impact uses that serve the individual households of the district.

703.02. Permitted uses. Within the Limited Residential District R-1, the following uses are permitted:
1. Single-family dwelli'ﬁi}é, other than townhouses subject to Section 912, that are built in
accordance with the Virginia Statewide Building Code.
Accessory structures.

3. Home occupations, so long as the following criteria are met, are permitted: no outside storage,
no signage, no employees or customers may come to the property, no increase in
neighborhood traffic or change in type of traffic may occur.

4. Utilities that are for the purpose of serving the community, not merely for transferring the utility
through the community; including but not limited to sewer, water, gas, electricity, cable
television, telephone.

5. Public streets.



10.

Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.

Group home. The zoning administrator may impose conditions on group homes to ensure their
compatibility with other permitted uses; however, such conditions shall not be more restrictive
than those imposed on residences occupied by persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Family day home which serves no more than five (5) children. The zoning administrator may
impose conditions on such family day homes to ensure their compatibility with other permitted
uses: however, such conditions shall not be more restrictive than those imposed on residences
occupied by persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Temporary family health care structure. Such structures shall not require a special use permit or
be subjected to any other local requirements beyond those imposed upon other authorized
accessory structures, except as follows: B

a. Any person proposing to instail a temporary family health care structure shall first obtain a
zoning permit from the county. The county may not withhold such permit if the applicant
provides sufficient proof of compliance with the requirements of this section.

b. Placing the temporary family health care structure on a permanent foundation shall not be
required or permitted. :

c. Any temporary family health care structure shall be removed 'Wikh_in thirty (30) days after
which the mentally or physically impaired. person is.no longer receiving or is no longer in
need of the caregiver's assistance. o ; :

d. The county may require that'the applicant provide evidence of compliance with this section
on an annual basis as long as the temporary family health care structure remains on the
property. Such evidence may:involve the inspection by the county of the temporary family
health care structure at reasonable times. convenient to the caregiver, not limited to any
annual compliance confirmation. - ‘

e. Any temporary family health care. structure installed pursuant to this section may be
required to connect to any water, sewer, and electric utilities that are serving the primary
residence on the property and shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Virginia
Department of Health. -

f. .. No'signage advertisi‘rj:g or otherwise p'rp‘moting the existence of the structure shall be

~ permitted either on the exterior of the temporary family health care structure or elsewhere
on the property. kN :

Short-term tourist rental of dwéllings, provided that (i) the dwelling is served by a single-access

driveway on a state maintained road, (i) is a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet from the
nearest__dwelfing, and (iii) adjoining property owners shall be notified per Section 1005.2.b.

703.03. Special exceptions:(Limited Residential District—R-1 zone).
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Churches.

Public schools.

Cemeteries, private or church.

Emergency services.

Homes for-aged- Limited assisted living facility.

Two-family dwelling which has an outward appearance of a single-family dwelling.
Private clubs having facilities such as golf courses, tennis courts and swimming pools.

Planned unit developments.



9. Short-term tourist rental of dwelling.

10. Personal wireless services facilities as provided in Section 919.

11.  Neighborhood entrance signs.

12.  Off-site directional signs compliant with the requirements of Section 907.04.
13.  Family day home which serves six (6) through twelve (12) children.

14.  Single-family attached dwelling developments, as provided in Section 921.

(Ord. of 8-15-06(4); Ord. of 10-17-06(4); Ord. of 7-17-07(4); Ord. of 12-16-08; Ord. of 3-
16-10(3); Ord. of 12-21-10, § 2; Ord. No. 2012-000%;, § 2, 3-20-12; Ord. No. 2012-
0006, § 2, 7-17-12; Ord. No. 2014-0005, § 1, 5-20- 14 Ord. No. 2015-0011, § 2, 11-17-
15)

704. - General Residential District R-2.

704.01. Intent of General Residential District R-2. This district is composed. of certain quiet, medium
density residential areas plus certain open areas where similar residential development appears
likely to occur. The regulations for this district are designed to stabilize and:protect the essential
characteristics of the district. To that end, development is limited to one-, two-, three- and four-unit
dwellings, plus certain low impact, uses that serve the lndlwdual households and the neighborhood
as a whole.

704.02. Permitted uses. Within the Generéﬁ:'ﬁesidenti_aj District R=2 the following uses are permitted:

1. All those allowed in R 1.

2. Manufactured homes wh[ch must be transported in two (2) or more sections, each of which is
attached to a permanent chassis. :

3. Two-, three-, and four-farnlly dwellmgs that are built in accordance with the statewide building
code.

Pubhc facnmes ie; schools ‘parks, emergency Serwces libraries, post offices.

¥ -Utllltles that are for. the purpose of servmg the comm unity, not merely for transferring the utility
“through the commiunity; mcludmg but not limited to, sewer, water, gas, electricity, cable
television, telephone.

6. Slngle-family attached dwe!llng develﬂpments
704.03. Special except:ons ;

1. All special exceptlons Ilsted in R-1 zone.

Day care centers. _

Multi-family dwellings With an aggregate of not more than eight (8) units.
Signs as provided in Section 907.

Manufactured homes as provided in Section 908.
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Short-term tourist rental of dwelling.

(Ord. of 2-18-03(4); Ord. of 10-17-06(4); Ord. of 12-16-08; Ord. No. 2015-0011, § 2, 11-17-
15)

705. - R-3 Multi-Family Residential District.



705.01. Intent of the R-3 Multi-Family Residential District. To maximize the use of available public sewer
and water and roads by allowing dense developments.

7056.02. Permitted uses. Within the Multi-Family Residential District R-3, the following uses are permitted:

1. Those allowed in R-1 and R-2.
2. Multi-family dwellings as provided in Sections 906 and 911.
3. Townhouses, as provided in Section 912

705.03. Special exceptions.

All special exceptions listed in R-1 and R-2 zones.
Nursing homes.
Retirement communities.

Mobile home parks.
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Short-term tourist rental of dwelling.
(Ord. of 10-17-06(4); Ord. . No. 2014-0005, § 1, 5-20-14)

706. - Village Center District V-1

706.01. Intent of the Village Center District This. district is designed to allow minimal concentrations of
commercial activity and residential-lyp‘e-de\fé[:jpment within a large agricultural or residential area.
As an adjunct to the Public Lands District P-1 and Agricultural District A-1, it is the intent to
encourage cluster development of residential, commercial and public uses, thereby helping to
discourage random scattering of these uses throughout agricultural and forested areas. To this end,
retail activity is greatly limited to neighborhood convenience sales and services and tourists-oriented
specialties, thereby protecting é‘g_aq'nst encroachment of general commercial or other similar uses
likely to generate noise, light, odéiﬁ, smoke, or other obnoxious influences.

706.02. Permitted uses. Within the Village Ceriter District V-1 the following uses are permitted:
Those allowed in R-1 Lirh'i'té.q;_ Residential;

“Churches and adjécéht.cemétéﬁes\;
Signs used for comme‘r‘_ciar_ and in'sti"iutional uses as provided in Section 907:

General convenience stores;

a ok v

Utilities that are for the purpose of serving the community, not merely for transferring the utility
through the community; including, but not limited to, sewer, water, gas, electricity, cable

television, telephbh‘e-;}' :
Public streets; :

Banks:

©® N o

Emergency services:;

9. Hair-cutting shops;

10. Laundromats;

11. Wearing apparel stores;
12. U.S. post offices;

13. Catering establishments:



14.

15.

16.

dife

18.

19;

20.

24;

22.
23.
24,

25

Retail stores such as: antique, gift and craft, agricultural products, hardware and building
supplies, bookstores, consignment, hobby and collectibles provided that the use does not
exceed ten thousand (10,000) square feet;

Professional offices provided that the use does not exceed ten thousand (10,000) square feet;
Small restaurant;

Dual use structure limited to a single-family dwelling use and a business use;

Retail nurseries and greenhouse;

Museums;

Bed and breakfast;

Short-term tourist rental of dwellings, provided that (i) the dwelling is served by a single-access
driveway on a state maintained road, (ii) is a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet from the
nearest dwelling, and (iii) adjoining property owners shall be notified per Section 1005.2.b.

Limited brewery;
Limited distillery;
Limited cidery;

Any other use which the piannin'g“directbr determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as permitted uses in this district.

706.03. Special except’iﬁns'”( Village 'Cejnrer District% V-1 zone):

L= - <L I

Signs for uses not specified in the permitted'use section and as provided for in Section 907.

Cemeteries,

Private clubs.

Civic organization:meeting facilities.
Parks.and recreatiohél",_fapilities' wﬁe_re land is owned privately.
Professional offices.

Restaurahts.

Manufactured-“ﬁomes.

9.40- Nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
1044 Machine shops.

11442 Short-term tourist rental of dwelling.

12.43- Off-site directional signs compliant with the requirements of subsection 907.04.

13.44- Above ground liquefied petroleum gas containers between one hundred twenty-five (125)

gallons water capacity and two thousand (2,000) gallons water capacity, provided there is a
distance of three (3) feet between other liquefied petroleum gas containers. Liquefied petroleum
gas containers shall be set back twenty-five (25) feet from roads and lot lines of adjoining
properties and fifty (50) feet from all structures and installed in a manner to reduce exposure



and proximity to vehicular traffic. The board of supervisors may impose greater setbacks if
above ground liquefied petroleum gas containers are located in close proximity to the following
non-exhaustive list of land uses: dwellings, schools, churches, government facilities, or other
uses in which higher densities of people gather. The board of supervisors may provide for a
reduction in setbacks if engineered provisions are made for blast containment. All requirements
shall be in accordance with Chapter 4, Article Il, section 4-27 of the Amherst County Code, as
amended.

1445. Automobile service stations as provided in Section 902 herein.
15.46. Day care centers.
16.4Z- Farm machinery display, sales and services.

17.48: Taxidermy.

18.23. Personal wireless services facilities as provid_ed in Section 919.
19.24. Breweries.

20. Any other use which the planning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this district.

706.04. Site plan. Before a.building and zoning. permit shall:be issued for any use in the Village Center
District V-1, other than residential or agricultural, a site plan.of the proposed development shall be
approved by the .commission“or the zoning: admlnlstrator whichever is applicable, in conformance
with Section 1003 and Article Xl herein.

706.05. All uses in the V-1 zone shall comply with the terms of Section 1301.08 entitled "Operating
Cond|t|ons in V-1 Village Zone :

1. Site plan Before a bunlding and zonlng permlt shall be issued for any use in the V-1 Village
Zone, a site plan of the proposed development shall be approved by the commission or the
zoning administrator, whlchever 1s apphcable in conformance with Section 1003 and Article XI
herein:

(Ord. of 10-16:06(4); Ord. of 3-16-10(2); Ord. of 3-16-10(3); Ord. of 3-16-10(4); Ord. of
12-21-10, § 23 Ord. No. 2011-0007, § 2. 1-17-12; Ord. No. 2012-0001, § 2, 3-20-12;
Ord. No.< = 2014-0007, $ 2, 5-20-14)

707. - General Commercial District B-2.

707.01. Intent of General Commercial District B-2 . This district covers those areas intended for the
conduct of any retail, service or contracting business, for siting of public facilities, and for other
similar uses as determined by the zoning administrator. Uses requiring extended hours of operation
and generating high volumes of traffic are permitted in this district. The permitted and special
exception uses identified in subsection 707.02 and 707.03 may not be listed in alphabetical order.

707.02 Permitted uses . Within the General Commercial District B-2, the following uses are permitted:

1. Accessory buildings and uses as provided in Section 901;
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11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,4
23.%
24,
25.
26.
27
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.
35.

Banks and savings and loan institutions;
Clinics and medical offices;
Clubs and lodges, fraternal, civic and patriotic;

Drug stores and other establishments for the filling of prescriptions and sale of pharmaceutical
and similar supplies;

Emergency services;

Food stores;

General convenience stores;
Professional office buildings;

Public utilities such as poles, lines, transformers, pipes, ‘meters and related or similar facilities;
water sewer distribution lines;

Retail nurseries and greenhouses;

Retail service stores such as bakeries, barber shops, beauty parlors, shoe shops, self-service
laundries, and establishments for receiving and distributing articles for laundering, drying and
dry cleaning; G

Signs as provided in Section 907;

U.S. post offices; :

Antique and gift shops; : e
Automobile service stations as p:fq_\.fidé& in Section 902;
Cemeteries; ) 3 : _
Churches, manée‘é;"'pa'r'[s_h_-__houses an"&_:i‘iadjace_ﬁt_jctah*i’étfer__igg; '
Day care centers; - 4 .
Garages, public:;‘" :

Hardware stores; e e

Mo’tels,. mdfbr':,{)'gtels and 'motor inns; y "

‘Restaurants;

Retail stores and shops
Schools::. -
School spport facilies;
Shopping center; _sub_j_(gét to restrictions of Section 909;

Shopping complex;.

Single-family dwelling and a retail sales and/or service store within the same main structure;
Telephone repeater substations, with no external antennas;

Car wash, provided that a paved area shall be located on the same lot for the storage of
vehicles awaiting entrance to the washing process;

Bakeries employing not more than ten (10) persons other than clerks and vehicle drivers;
Cabinet making shops;
Catering establishments;

Cold storage plants and frozen food lockers not including lard rendering and abattoirs;



36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45.

46.
47.
48.
49,

50.
51,
52,
53,
54,
55:
56.

57.
58.

59.

Dry cleaning plants;

Funeral homes;

Furniture stores;

Printing plants and newspaper offices;

Radio and TV offices and studios;

Retail automotive parts stores;

Satellite dish antenna sales and service establishments:
Theaters, indoor;

Wholesale and jobbing establishments, with all material stored entirely in buildings enclosed
on all sides or screened in accordance with Section 1607:

Bowling alleys, roller skating and ice skating rinks, billiard parlors, pool rooms, dance halls,
game rooms, pinball parlors, electronic game centers, golf driving ranges and similar forms of
amusement; i

Call centers;
Colleges;
Community centers;

Contractor facilities and storagg yards and establishments for installation and servicing the
following: air conditioning, electrical service, flooring; heating, interior decorating, painting,
plumbing, roofing, steel erection, tiling or ventilating with all material stored entirely in buildings
enclosed on all sides or screened in accordance with Section 1607:

Dormitories; : _

Excavation,c_q_njtraCt'ori's facilities and yards for storage of equipment intended for off-site use:
Feed and seed stores; : "

Golf driving range;

Gio:\_.r_éfmfhe'nt_al_facilities;. :

Kennels; !

Light manufacturing; processing or packaging of products provided all operations are
conducted in a building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary window within
one hundred (100) feet of a residential, or public lands district: shall not store or otherwise
maintain any parts or waste material outside such building unless such parts or waste material
are screened in accordance with Section 1607; and shall not create conditions of smoke, fumes,
noise, odor or dust detrimental to health, safety or general welfare of the community; and shall
be permanently screened from adjoining residential lots and districts by a wall, fence, evergreen
hedge and/or other suitable enclosure of a minimum height of seven (7) feet at the original
elevation of the property line;

Pest exterminating businesses;

Public utilities: public water and sewer transmission lines, treatment facilities, and pumping
stations; electrical power transmission lines and substations: oil and gas transmission pipelines
and pumping stations; microwave and radio wave transmission and relay towers and
substations; telephone exchange centers, offices, equipment storage, dispatch centers and
warehouse facilities;

Radio and TV transmission towers which are set back from any lot line at a distance equal to
the maximum height of the tower above ground level:



60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.

7.3
74.
745h

76.

Wl

78.

Radio and TV transmitters,

Sign manufacturing;

Truck stop;

Veterinary hospitals and clinics;
Libraries;

Public utilities;

Public streets;

Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919;
Short-term tourist rental of dwelling;
Breweries;

Use, temporary;

Museums;

Warehousing and distribution facilities, with all material stored entirél_ylin buildings enclosed on
all sides or screened in accordance with Section 1607.

Automabile sales subject to landscaping requirements in Section 1607;
Travel trailer sales; -

Tattoo establishments;

Self-service mini-storage and wareﬁbuse facﬂitiés;

Marine sales and service. All service‘operatiohs' shall be conducted in a building. Openings in
all buildings shall be located a minimum of one hundred (100) feet from a residential,
agricultural, or public lands district. Parts or waste material shall not be stored outside the
building; ' Saeh

Any other use which the planning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as permitted uses in this district;

707.03. SpecialExceptions (General Commeicial District—B-2 zone).

1. Bulk stor,_a_gg and sale of s;énd, gravel and rock;
2.3: Building and"ékggvatihg;contractor facilities with outside storage;

3:6:
4.6
5+
6.8-
79

Building materials dealer, not including handling of bulk materials such as sand and gravel;

Earm-mMachinery display, sales and services;
Machinery sales and services;
Arenas, auditoriums or stadiums;

Automotive repair garage, mechanical and body, provided all operations are conducted in a
building which shall not have any opening other than a stationary window within one hundred
(100) feet of a residential or public lands district and which shall not store or otherwise maintain



any parts or waste material outside such building unless such parts or waste material are
screened in accordance with Section 1607;

8.40- Tire recapping, provided all operations are conducted in a building which shall not have any
opening other than a stationary window within one hundred (100) feet of a residential,
agricultural or school district and which shall not store or otherwise maintain any parts or waste
material outside such building;

9.4+ Adult entertainment establishments in accordance with Section 915;
10.43- Auction house;

S . s ' ' A
11.46. Display of and sale of wholesale and retail modular homes:
12.4#  Small wind energy systems as provided in' Section 918;
13.48. Substance abuse treatment facility; :

14.49.  Above ground liquefied petroleum gas containers between one hundred twenty-five (125)
gallons water capacity and two thousand (2,000) gallons. water capacity;. provided there is a
distance of three (3) feet between other liquefied petroleum gas containers. Liquefied petroleum
gas containers shall be set back twenty-five (25) feet from roads and lot lines of adjoining
properties and fifty (50) feet from all. structures and installed in a manner to reduce exposure
and proximity to vehicular traffic. The board of supervisors may impose greater setbacks if
above ground liquefied petroleum gas containers are located in close proximity to the following
non-exhaustive list of land uses: dwellings; ‘schools, churches, government facilities, or other
uses in which higher densities of people gather. The board of ‘supervisors may provide for a
reduction in setbacks if engineered provisions:are made for blast containment. All requirements
shall be in accordance with Section 4-27, as amended; :

15.20. Off-site directional signs}}:’bmpliant wi.tiﬁ.‘_t;he requirements of Section 907.04;
16.2%- Pawnbrokers; -

17.28: Qil and gas exploration, extraction and production, provided the entity conducting these
activities complies with Chapter 22.1 of Title 45.1 (Code of Virginia, § 45.1-361.1 et seq.), and
adheres to the oil and gas rules and regulations promulgated by the Virginia Department of
Labor and Industry; -

18.24. Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 91 9:
19.25. Substance abuse treatment clinic; and

20.26:  Any other use which the zoning administrator determines is consistent with the statement of
intent for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this
district.

707.04. Site Plan. Before a building and zoning permit shall be issued for any use in the General
Commercial District B-2, a site plan of the proposed development shall be approved by the
commission or the zoning administrator, whichever is applicable, in conformance with Section 1003
and Article Xl herein.



(Ord. of 8-20-02(2); Ord. of 11-19-02; Ord. of 10-17-06(4); Ord. of 7-17-07(3); Ord. ot 7-

15-08(1); Ord. of 9-16-08; Ord. of 4-21-09(1); Ord. of 12 1-09; Ord. of 1-19-10; Ord.
of 3-16-10(3); Ord. of 3-16-10(4); Ord. of 12-21-10, § 2; Ord. No. 2011-0007, § 2, 1-
17-12; Ord. No. 2012-0001, § 2, 3-20-12; Ord. No. 2013-0012, § 1, 10-15-13; Ord. No.
2014-0007, § 2, 5-20-14; Ord. No. 2014-0009, § 3, 5-20-14; Ord. No. 2015-0011, § 2
11-17-15; Ord. No. 2016-0004, § ls 4-19-10)

708. - Industrial District M-1.

708.01.

Intent of Industrial District M-1 . This district covers areas intended to allow uses for the

production, wholesale, storage or distribution of products, .and: proprietary office and business
support facilities not intended to be generally accessible to the general public.

708.02. Permitted uses . Within the Industrial District M-1, the following uses are permitted:

N e @ R W s

8.
9.

10.
118
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
117,

18.

All wholesalers;

Breweries;

Call centers;

Contractor facilities;

Corporate or professional offices;..
Data centers; i

Manufacturing, processing, fabricating, assembling, distributing or packaging of products,
including an on-site retail store for: products manufactured:or distributed by the permitted
business provided that such store ‘is :an accessory-use to the permitted use and does not
exceed twenty {20) percent of the floor area of Ihe permltted facility;

Personal wureless serwce faC!lItleS as prov:ged in Section 919;
Printing estabhshments A
Publfc utilities and all attendant structures necessary for transmission or storage;
Public streets; ) h
- Research and deVeImeent facmtles
Slgns as provided in Sectlon 907_,
Truck and freight facmty
Utilities;

Warehousing'-qberatiq_tj; not open to the general public.

Emergency services;

Governmental facilities.

708.03. Special exceptions (Industrial District—M-1 zone):
> o v
1.3 Salvage yards;
2.4  Quarries;



3.5.  Paper mills:

4.6:  Wholesale and retail modular homes:

5.#  Small wind energy systems as provided in Section 91 8;

6.8 Off-site directional signs compliant with the requirements of Section 907.04;
7.8-  Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 91 9;

8.40- Any other use which the zoning administrator determines is consistent with the statement
of intent for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this
district.

708.04. Site plan. Before a building or zoning permit shall be issued for any use in the Industrial District
M-1, a site plan of the proposed development shall be approved by the commission or the zoning
administrator, whichever is applicable, in accordance with Section 1003 and Article XI herein.

(Ord. of 11-20-07(2); Ord. of 12-1-09; Ord. of 3-16-10(3); Ord. of 12-21-10, § 2: Ord. No.
2011-0007, § 2, 1-17-12; Ord. No. 2012:0001, § 2, 3-20-12; Ord. No. 2014-0007, § 2,
5-20-14; Ord. No. = 2016-0004, 5 1, 4-19-16)

709. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Ord. No. 20170002, § 2, adopted Apr. 18, 2017 repealed § 709, which
pertained to Flood Hazard Qverlay: District FH, and derived from Ord. of 9-18-07(2).

710. - Watershed District (WS).

710.01. Intent of the watershed district. The purpose of:this district:is to protect against and minimize the
pollution of, and deposition of sediment in, the public drinking water supply sources located in
Amherst County in order to protect the health. safety and general welfare of the citizens using the
water supply source. In the establishment of this district it is not the intent of the board of supervisors
at this time-or.its recommendation for the future that livestock be prohibited from accessing streams
in a nermal manner. - TN L

710.02. Superimposed district. This zoning district is to be superimposed over other existing districts, and
the 'sr_'ieqi:al requirements of.this district shall apply in addition to the requirements of the zoning use
district within which a specific property is:located.

710.03. Boundaries:. The delineation of the district boundaries shall be based on technical studies by the
appropriate public.water supply agency and approved by the board of supervisors. Such boundaries
shall be shown on the Watershed District Maps of Amherst County, Virginia, which are declared to
be a zoning map an‘&i,a_pa_rtf?"gf'this ordinance. These maps shall be kept on file in the Sanitarian
Office of the Health Department and the Zoning Administrator's Office.

1. District boundaries. Unless otherwise indicated, district boundaries indicate as approximately
following property lines, land lot lines, highways, railroads, power lines, pipelines, or civil
boundaries, shall be construed to follow such lines. Where district lines approximately follow the
ridgeline of a watershed, it shall be construed that the district boundary actually lies on the crest
of the ridgeline, as determined by an accepted topographic survey of the property in question.

2. District boundary change. The delineation of any of the watershed districts may be revised by
the board of supervisors where more detailed studies, conducted by the appropriate public
water supply agency document that such a change is appropriate or necessary, such revisions
being made in accordance with Section 1004 herein.



710.04. Establishment of zoning districts. The watershed areas within the county are hereby divided into
two (2) types of districts: Primary Water Supply Districts (PWS) and Secondary Water Supply
Districts (SWS). The boundaries of these districts shall be shown on the official Watershed District
Maps.

1.

The Primary Water Supply District (PWS) shall include watersheds upstream from a current or
proposed water supply intake structure, which is expected to supply fifty (50) percent or more of
a water treatment facility's untreated water source as determined by the appropriate public
water supply agency and designated as such by the Amherst County Board of Supervisors. The
primary water supply districts of Amherst County consist of the Graham Creek Watershed and
the Mill Creek Watershed, as a future source of water supply, all lands within the Buffalo River
and Mill Creek Watershed upstream from the water intakes of the Town of Amherst Filtration
Plant and the Harris Creek and Graham Creek Watershed, upstream from the water intakes of
the Henry L. Lanum, Jr. Water Filtration Plant as shown on the official Watershed District Maps.

The Secondary Water Supply District (SWS) shall include those watersheds upstream from a
current or proposed water supply intake structure, which'is expected to supply less than fifty
(50) percent of a water treatment facility's untreated water source as determined by the
appropriate public water supply agency and designated as such by the Amherst County Board
of Supervisors.

710.05. Watershed District Activities.

1.

Permitted uses and special exceptions. All permitted uses and special excebti'ons allowed in the
zoning district over which the watershed districts are superimposed shall be allowed except as
provided in Section 710.05(2) through (6) herein.

Uses prohibited. The following uses shall be: proh|bited within the Watershed District (WS):
a. Production ordisposal of hazardous waste as defined in Section 302 herein.

b. Storage of hazardous waste or materlals other than: those pesticides used for agricultural,
forestry.and hort:cultufat ‘purposes.:.

c. Storage of pest|c1des used for agrlcultural forestry and horticultural purposes intended for
repackaglng or resaie

d: lnstailatton of Iong dlstance transmission: pipelines for natural gas, liquid petroleum,
‘petroleum products, slurry coal, and. any other liquids or solids, except water lines, sewer
lines and storm: sewers..

e ‘Application to land surfaces O'r Jandfilling of industrial, commercial or residential waste.

f. Relocatlon of streambeds Channehzatlon of streams shall be prohibited, except in the
correction of flood damage andlor as part of a conservation plan, utilizing best
management practices, developed and approved by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service and. the Robert E. Lee Soil & Water Conservation District. Such plans may also
require a perrmt from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, if the project is determined to be
within their Jun_slq,l_ctlon

g. Establishment of feed lots in which more than one hundred (100) animal livestock units,
such as one hundred (100) beef cattle, heifers or calves, seventy (70) mature dairy cattle,
two hundred fifty (250) mature swine, one thousand (1,000) immature swine (less than fifty-
five (55) pounds), five thousand five hundred (5,500) turkeys, ten thousand (10,000)
chickens, fifty (50) horses, one thousand (1,000) sheep or lambs, five hundred (500)
ducks, are birthed, fed, raised or held at any given time prior to slaughter or sale unless
operated under best management practices for waste management in livestock holding
areas and in accordance with a conservation plan approved by the Robert E Lee Soil &
Water Conservation District and reviewed by the appropriate public water supply agency.
Additional permitting by the Virginia State Water Control Board may be required.



h.  Bulk storage of petroleum or asphalt products, above or below ground, in volumes in
excess of an aggregate of eighty thousand (80,000) gallons.

3. Uses prohibited except by special exceptions. The following uses shall be prohibited within the
Watershed District (WS) unless approved through the special exception procedures:

a.  Exploration, development or operation of oil wells, natural gas wells, strip mines or
quarries.

b.  Establishment of food processing plants or other industrial or commercial activities
requiring the construction of wastewater treatment facilities.

c.  Bulk storage of petroleum or asphalt products, above or below ground, with an aggregate
volume of ten thousand (10,000) to eighty thousand (80,000) gallons.

4. Uses prohibited within four hundred (400) feet of permanent tributaries or reservoir. The
following uses shall be prohibited within four hundred (400) feet of any permanent tributary
within the Watershed District (WS): ;

a. Storage of petroleum or asphalt products;.-however this prohibition shall not apply to the
storage of heating oil for home use in quantities of five hundred fifty (550) gallons or less.

b. Storage of pesticides used for agricu_l'tui'él', forestry and horticultural purposes.

c. Establishment of feed lots in which animal livestock units are birthed, fed, raised or held at
any given time prior to slaughter or sale, unless operated under best management
practices for waste management in livestock holding areas and in accordance with a
conservation plan approved by:the Robert E. Lee Soil and Water Conservation District and
reviewed by the appropriate pubic water supply agency.

5. Uses prohibited within fifty (50) fe'ét"of perma:nen_t tributaries or reservoirs.

a.  Application..of biosolids, livestock waste, .‘p:d_i_l‘lt(r_y litter, or-other animal waste except in
accordance with"a nutrient management plan approved by the Robert E. Lee Soil and
Water Conservation District and reviewed by the appropriate public water supply agency.

6. Special use modifications to minimize erosion and sedimentation.

a. _Portions of properties having steep slopes, of fifteen (15) percent or greater, those
~ classified.as D, E, or F slopes in:the Amherst County Soil Survey shall not be placed in
“agricultural uses which-require soil tillage, except for preparation to plant permanent cover,
unless operated under best management practices in accordance with a conservation plan

- approved by the Robert E. Lee Soil Conservation District.

b. * Portions of properties having steep slopes of fifteen (15) percent or greater, those
classified as D, E; or F slopes in the Amherst County Soil Survey, must have a best
management practice timber harvest plan, approved by the Department of Forestry prior to
the beginning of timber harvesting.

c. Al new construction projects resulting in ten thousand (10,000) square feet or more of
impervious surfaces on any single site shall have a stormwater management plan
approved by the Robert E. Lee Soil and Water Conservation District. Stormwater on any
such property adjacent to a permanent tributary or a water supply reservoir site shall be
disbursed into non-erosive sheet flow through an approved filter strip prior to entering the
vegetated buffer strip specified in subsection 710.06.1.a. Any stormwater management
facilities shall be indicated on plats and site plans.

710.06. Special requirements within the Primary Water Supply District (PWS).

1. Stream and reservoir setback requirements:

a. A buffer strip of dense perennial vegetation, preferably natural, shall be maintained
adjacent to any permanent tributary and shall be no less than seventy-five (75) feet in
width on each side of the tributary, measured from the crest of the stream bank, except as



2;

addressed in 710.06.1.c. This buffer strip shall not apply to agricultural row crops except as
addressed in 710.06.1.c. The buffer strip shall be clearly shown on all plats and site plans.

b. No portion of any on-site sewerage system, drain field, reserve drain field, waste pump
station, waste force main, or building structure shall be placed within the 75-foot vegetated
buffer strip. This statement shall be on all plats, site plans and in the deed of affected lots.
Drain fields and reserve drain field spaces shall be shown on the plats and site plans.

c. On agricultural lands, no row crops requiring tillage shall be permitted in the buffer strip.
The buffer strip shall be managed to prevent concentrated flows of surface water from
breaching the strip and noxious weeds (such as Johnson grass, kudzu and multiform rose)
may be prevented from invading the buffer areas. Permanent cover crops which do not
require seasonal tillage nor pesticide applications, such as hay crops, are encouraged in
the buffer strip and may be harvested as they would be'elsewhere

The agricultural buffer strip may be reduced to a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet on
each side of the stream when a water and soil ‘quality conservation plan utilizing best
management practices, and as developed ‘and approved by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Robert E: Lee Soil Conservation District, has been
implemented on the adjacent land. This reduction in buffer strip. width may be applied only
if the plan achieves water quality protection of at least the equivalent of that provided by
the 75-foot buffer strip. The buffer area.is not required for agricultural drainage ditches if
the adjacent land has in place best management practices in accordance with an approved
conservation plan. ;

d. No logging or other silvicultural activities may take place within the 75-foot buffer strip,
except in strict accordance with a.best management practices program (as it applies to
municipal water supplies) approved by the Department.of Forestry.

e. No structures, on-site sewerage system dratn field or reserve drain field space owned by
parties other than the local government entity -or the appropriate public water supply
agency shall be located within three hundred fifty (350) feet of the normal pool elevation of
a water supply reservoir. Such structures include residences, commercial and industrial
structures, docks boathouses and all accessory buildings. This reservoir setback shall be
clearly shown on all plats, along with the statement "No structures, drain fields or other

facilities owned by part|es other.than the local government entity or the appropriate public
- water. supply agency shall be co'nstructed within the reservoir setback."

Mlmmum lot area -Minimum:lot sizes sha!l apply to both residential and commercial uses.

“Minimum lot size is. dependent on soil conditions as classified and defined by the

Commonwealth of Virginia Sewerage Regulations and the provision of one hundred (100)
percent.drain field reserves. All ‘minimum lot sizes are subject to Section 801. The more
restrictive: cf Section 801 and 710.06.2 shall apply.

(1) Mlmmum lot sizes ( ':re5|dent|at properties shall conform to the requirements of the district
upon which:the Primary Water Supply District has been superimposed, plus the space
requirements. for: on-site sewerage system drain fields and one hundred (100) percent
reserve drain fret_ds in subsection 710.06.3, if this should impact lot size.

(2) Minimum lot sizes for commercial properties shall conform to the underlying district, but
shall be not less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet in zones other than
agricultural and public lands.

On-site sewerage systems. Lots within the Primary Water Supply District shall be required to
meet the following design and maintenance standards based on soil conditions as classified by
the Commonwealth of Virginia Sewerage Regulations, as amended, and verified by the local
Health Department, plus Amherst County's mandatory one hundred (100) percent reserve drain
fields.

a. All drain field and reserve drain field spaces shall be shown on subdivision plats and
project site plans.



b.

Each subdivision plat and site plan shall contain the following statement: "The Virginia
Department of Health advises that septic tanks should be pumped every three (3) to five
(5) years to maximize the life of the on-site wastewater area."

710.07. Special requirements within the Secondary Water Supply District (SWS).

1. Stream and reservoir setback requirements:

a.

A buffer strip of dense perennial vegetation, preferably natural, shall be maintained
adjacent to any permanent tributary and shall be no less than fifty (50) feet in width on
each side of the tributary, measured from the crest of the stream bank. The buffer strip
shall be clearly shown on all subdivision plats and project site plans.

No on-site sewerage system drain field, reserve drain field, or building structures may be
placed within the 50-foot vegetated buffer strip. This statement shall be on all plats, site
plans and in the deeds of effected lots. Drain field and reserve drain field space shall be
shown on plats and site plans. e

On agricultural lands, no row crops requiring tillage shall be permitted in the buffer strip.
The buffer strip shall be managed to prevent concentrated:flows of surface water from
breaching the strip and noxious weeds (such as Johnson grass,:kudzu and multiform rose)
may be prevented from invading the buffer areas. Permanent cover crops which do not
require seasonal tillage nor pesticide applications, such as hay crops, are encouraged in
the buffer strip and may be harvested as they would be elsewhere. The agricultural buffer
strip may be reduced to.a. minimum of twenty-five (25) feet on each side of the stream
when a water and soil quality-conservation plan utilizing best management practices, as
developed and approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Robert
E. Lee Soil & Water Conservation District has been.implemented on the adjacent land.
This reduction in buffer strip width may. be applied only.if the plan achieves water quality
protection at.least the equivalent of that provided by the 50-foot buffer strip. The buffer
area is not required for agricultural. drainage ditches if the adjacent land has in place best
management practices in accordance with an approved.conservation plan.

No logging or other silvicultural activities may take place within the 50-foot buffer strip,
except in strict:accordance with a best management practices program (as it applies to
municipal water supplies) approved by the Department of Forestry.

No structures, above ground or below ground storage tanks, on-site sewerage system,
drain field or reserve drain field space owned by parties other than the local government
entity or the appropriate public water supply agency shall be located within three hundred
(300) feet of the normal pool elevation of a water supply reservoir. Such structures include
residences, commercial and industrial structures, docks, boat houses, and all accessory
buildings. This reservoir setback shall be clearly shown on all subdivision plats along with
the statement, "No structures, drain fields or other facilities owned by parties other than the
local government entity or the appropriate public water supply agency shall be constructed
within the reservoir setback."

2. Minimum lot area. Minimum lot sizes shall conform to the requirements of the district upon
which the Secondary Water Supply District has been superimposed, as specified in Section
801, plus the space requirements for on-site sewerage system drain fields and one hundred
(100) percent reserve drain fields, in subsection 710.07.3.

3. On-Site Sewerage Systems. All drain fields which are initially installed and reserve drain field
space must conform to all the requirements of the Commonwealth of Virginia Sewerage
Regulations, as amended, and verified by the Health Department, plus Amherst County's
mandatory one hundred (100) percent reserve drain fields.

a.

All drain field and reserve drain field spaces shall be shown on subdivision plats and
project site plans.



b. Each subdivision plat and site plan shall contain the following statement: "The Virginia
Department of Health advises that septic tanks should be pumped every three (3) to five
(5) years to maximize the life of the on-site wastewater area."

710.08. Issuance of permits. No building permit or on-site sewerage system drain field permit shall be
issued for any property located within a Watershed District (WS) unless the proposed activity is
consistent with this article.

(Ord. of 11-21-06(4); Ord. of 4-17-07(2))

711. - Mixed Use/Traditional Neighborhood Development (MU/TND) District.

711.01 Intent of the Mixed Use - Traditional Neighborhood Development District. This section establishes
the Mixed Use/Traditional Neighborhood Development District ("District" or "MU/TND District"). This
section will facilitate development of projects that feature a mix of land uses and building types
closely linked by a network of streets, sidewalks, formal and informal open spaces, and trails.
Projects developed in a MU/TND District will reflect the following characteristics:

1. Compact development with defined edges and a distinct neighborhoOd center.
2.  Human scale buildings and streets that ar'e';pedestrlan- and public transit-oriented.

A mix of residential, commercial, civic, and open space USes located cloée’;to one another to
reduce traffic congestion, travel demand and dependence on automobiles.

4. A mix of housing styles, types and sizes to accommodate households of all ages, sizes and
incomes. : ;

A system of narrow, lnterconnected streets with szdewalks and blkeways

6. Public transit as a vlalale alternatlve ‘to the automoblle by organizing appropriate building
densities. :

7. Preservatlon of &gmfuoant envlronmental features and mcorporatlon of such features into the
design of new nelghborhoods

8. DeSlgl“l and development conmstent Wwith the countys County Comprehensive Plan.

711.02 Development Standards. MU!TND District projects benefit from flexible development standards as
a matter of right. The development standards set forth in this section shall supersede any conflicting
requirements contained in Appendrx A Zoning and Subdivisions, of the County Code.

711.03 Qualifying.Lands. Lands quallfylng for inclusion in the MU/TND District shall be limited to tracts
within the Desngnated Growth Area that are mapped as Urban Development Areas on the future land
use map and that are servedfby, or planned for service by, public water and sewer sufficient to
accommodate the: proposed development at full build out.

711.04 MU/TND Des.'gnatlon A tract of land shall be designated a MU/TND District only when it meets all
of the requirements of section 711 and has been rezoned in accordance with Article X,
Administration, Section 1004 Procedure for Requesting a Zoning Amendment.

711.05 Area Requirements. The optimal minimum size for a MU/TND District is forty (40) contiguous
acres of land; however sites containing less acreage are permissible if identified in the development
plan submitted at the time of rezoning approval. The tract of land to be rezoned and developed shall
be under single ownership, or shall be the subject of an application filed jointly in accordance with
subsection 711.21, Development Plan Review and Approval.

711.06 Required Subareas within a MU/TND Project.



1. A MU/TND project shall contain a mix of residential uses and unit types, a neighborhood center
and open space.

2. Each MU/TND District master plan shall identify subareas as follows:

MIN. LAND ALLOCATION |  MAX. LAND ALLOCATION _
SUB-AREA |
(% of gross land area) | (% of gross land area)
Neighborhood | 10% 30%
Center |
Resade e m . ) 0 .
Neighborhoods | . e
Open—Spauce . 1 0% - e

3. Subareas include:

a.  Neighborhood Center. The Neighborhood Center shall be a distinct, centralized area
contiguous to surrounding' residential. nelghborhoods and open space and shall be the
designated focal point of a MU/TND The Nerghborhood Center shall extend no further
than one thousand four hundred. (1,400) linear feet in any direction from its center point
and shall comprise not less than ten (10)- percent nor more than thirty (30) percent of the
net developable area of the MU-TND: District. The :Neighborhood Center shall contain
residential, civic, commercnal and open space uses.

b.  Residential Neighborhood The primary subarea of a MU/TND District shall be a

Residential Neighborhood or:series of such neighborhoods that provide a mix of housing

types. Residential ‘Neighborhoods:shall surfound the Neighborhood Center on at least two

(2) sides and shall contain only resndentlal uses, civic uses and open space areas.

' Residential Ne|ghborhoods shall comprise not more than eighty (80) percent of the net
~_developable areaof a MU/TND District.

c. . Common Open Space Common open space shall be distributed throughout the
deve[opment and accessible to all residents. Open space shall include formal squares,
plazas,.and greens, and less formal parks, recreation areas, greenbelts and natural areas.
Open’ space shall comprise not less than ten (10) percent of the net developable area of a
MU/TND District.

711.07 MU/TND District Sfandards by Subarea.

1. Neighborhood Center Subarea Standards.

a. Land uses are permitted within the Neighborhood Center either by-right or by special
exception as delineated in subsection 711.08.

b. The mix of uses within a Neighborhood Center shall be in accordance with the
recommendations of Chapter VII of the County Comprehensive Plan, and shall include: (i)
a mix of commercial retail, professional office and service uses; (i) civic or institutional
uses; (iii) residential uses; and (iv) open space.

c.  No more than eighty (80) percent of the net development area of a Neighborhood Center
shall be allocated to residential uses.



Individual buildings shall not exceed twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of gross floor
area, or ten thousand (10,000) square feet of floor area per floor, or forty thousand
(40,000) square feet of gross floor area for a mixed use or multi-tenant buildings.

Clear pedestrian pathways that meet all requirements of the American Disabilities Act
(ADA) shall be provided between buildings on the same lot and between buildings on
adjacent lots.

Crosswalks shall be incorporated within the project at intersections where new streets are
proposed, within parking lots, or other needed pedestrian connections.

The timing of construction of the non-residential portions of the Neighborhood Center shall
be left to the discretion of the applicant so long as the approved development plan
reserves an area for such uses and provided not more than seventy-five (75) percent of the
total approved residential units for the entire MU/TND District may be built prior to
construction of at least fifty (50) percent of the approved non-residential floor area of the
Neighborhood Center.

Street furnishings, which may include pedestrian scale street lights twelve (12) feet to
fifteen (15) feet in height, street signs, benches, trash receptacles, and water fountains,
shall be provided in the Neighborhood Center subarea.

Additional Provisions for Neighborhood Center Uses:

i. Mixed use buildings shall not contain ground floor'-residential uses. -

i.  Notwithstanding other:buffer, landscaping and screening requirements located
elsewhere in this sectlon outside storage areas for materials, equipment or trash
receptacles shall not exceed forty (40) percent of the ground floor building area, shall
be located in rear or side yards adjacent to the principal building, and shall be
screened from view of abutting streets. or lands

iii. Outdoor seatmg areas shall have a mtmmum sudewalk width of eight (8) feet between
the limits of the outdoor seating area and the roadway edge of the sidewalk.

Residential Neighborhood Subarea Standards

a.

Land uses are permltted Wlthln the Residential Neighborhood Subarea either by-right or by

; =spe0|al exception: as dehneated in: subsectlon 711.08.

The mix of uses within a. Re51dentlal Netghborhood shall accord with the recommendations
of Chapter Vil of the County Comprehensive Plan and shall include a mix of single-family

.-_and multi-family: resldentlal uses civic or institutional uses and open space.
Each Residential Netghborhood shall include a minimum of two (2) different housing types

and no more than seventy (70) percent of the total number of units in a neighborhood shall
be of'z _ny one (1) housmg type (e.g. single-family detached, single-family attached, multi-
family).

High densnyhousmg types (i.e., multi-family and single-family attached) shall be located
closest to the core of the community and within one-quarter (%) mile of the Neighborhood
Center.

Street furnishings including, but not limited to, pedestrian scale street lights twelve (12) feet
to fifteen (15) feet in height and street signs, shall be provided in Residential
Neighborhoods.

Open Space Subarea Standards.

a.

b.

Land uses are permitted within Open Space either by-right or by special exception as
delineated in subsection 711.08 below

Open Space requirements may be met by open space areas designated within the
Neighborhood Center and Residential Neighborhood subareas.



c. A minimum of ten (10) percent of the net developable area of the MU/TND District shall be
designated as Open Space. At least fifteen (15) percent of the designated Open Space
shall be formal parks or recreational fields. The balance may be greenways, paths, and

trails, but shall not include existing or proposed street rights-of-way, parking areas, or
driveways.

d.  All residential dwellings shall be located within one-quarter ('4) mile of dedicated Open
Space, including public spaces.

e. Open Space structured as large outdoor recreation areas shall be located at the periphery
of neighborhoods rather than central locations.

711.08 Permitted Uses within the MU/TND District. Land uses within a MU/TND District shall be permitted
either by right ("P") or by special exception ("SE"), or are prohibited ("X") as follows:

Open

g Residential >

Use/Activity NeiBporhood ! Neighborh P
‘ Center d a
oods .

e

Drive-through windows serving or:.
associated with permitted uses = -
provided such facilities are |
located at the rear or side of the | ; ;
structure and.do not conflict with | SE B | X | X
pedestrian travel ways. In no | |
case shall the drive through lane
or window abut or face a public | . |
streebi g e ' E

‘Qutdoor storage, display andfor | =
sales serving or associated with | !
a by-right permitted use, if any: SE X ' X
portion-of the use would be |
visible from a travel way

Individual buildings over 20,000 total '
square feet in gross floor area,
or greater than 10,000 square |

feet per floor '

SE "1 X X

Fuel sales with pumps located at the |
rear or side of the associated | _
retail structure and which do not | SE ! A E A
conflict with pedestrian travel | '
ways or interrupt street frontage. |




In no case shall the gas pump |

canopy abut a public street

© Outdoor seating associated with |

restaurants is permitted

V vMi‘xéa‘L‘lée‘ b\LJJ‘iId‘ihgws

Residential |

. S,ng|e_fam||y detaCheddwe”mgs W O

Single-family attached dwellings,
including two-family dwellings or
duplexes, townhouses, row
houses

 Multi-family dwellings

i

 Live/work units

accordance with S
- 703';‘-0'52*‘:‘$=:and 905,

Accessory parking structures
areas associated with p

~ Short-term tourist rental of a dwelling
per Article IX, Special
Provisions, Section 916

Commercial

SE

~ Antique shops for the sale of
antiques, except that no




items can be stored outdoors

~auctions are permitted, and no

Bed and ‘brearl;rfg;t lodging

Museums and art galleries

but not limited to the following:
Studios and shops for artists,
photographers, writers,
teachers, jewelers, tailors and
dressmakers, taxidermists,
weavers and other craftsmen,
sculptors and musicians and
consignment shops, provided no
such studio or shop shall

contain more than 7,500 square !

feet

Retail sales and services including, |

|

Grocery and convenience stores and |
general stores without fuel sales | -

and provided that no individual |

store shall contain more than

20,000 square feet of ﬂoorj;area

i

shoe shops

 Bicycle sales and repairshops .
provided no items can be stored

.
|

% leutdoors |

Barbershops, béauty parlors and

Bakeries, caterlngestabllshments
and meal delivery services

Florist and flower shops

Furniture, television and appliance
sales, service and repair,
including service and repair of
any type of home appliance
provided that no items may be




~ stored outdoors

Restaurants -

Fm anc,a“nst'tut,ons 0

“ Hotels and innéﬁ -

professional

Medical offices and clinics: medical,
dental and optical, provided that
no single clinic shall contain
more than 20,000 square feet of
floor area

Day care center, babysitting sen

Funeral home

SE

conservation, cultural,

administrative, or public service
type and publicly-owned or

leased buildings of a

recreational type, with approval
of a development plan in

accordance with Article XI, Site
Plan Review Requirements, by




___tuh‘e Board of Sump;érvisors

emergency services, police and
fire stations, libraries, museums,
community meeting facilities,
community centers, and post
offices

S T,—ansnsheners S SO

i

i

SE

rescue missions and revival
tents)

” —“blh‘.tirches'a‘hd parish houses (excepi‘v?

Schools, including child care,
charitable, cultural, and other
community service activities
school property

SE' s,

Colleges and universities, including

educational, scientific and
related research facilities

wJC;'vic club ‘

Personal wireless service f
e with Section

greenways, protected natural
areas and reserves

Parks, squares, greens and plazas

Ball fields and playgrounds

i

Community gardens, including plots

i




that afé méde ava'ilabie with or
without a fee to residents

Streams, ponds and other water |

. P P
bodies i =
Stormwater deten_'lltl.onlretentlon = P | =
facilities
Accessory parking areas or lots |
located within and designated P 1 P P

solely for public parks or publicly
accessible natural areas

711.09 Development Density. The permitted minimum developi e?‘hvt--‘dénsities are as follows:

1

Residential Densities: a minimum of. four (4) single-family detached dwellings or six (6)
townhouses (two-family and row. houses mc!uded) or twelve (12) multi-family units per net
residential acre. :

Non-Residential:Densities: non- re3|dentlal gross floor area ratlos shall be a minimum of 0.4
F.AR. (excludmg designated Open Space).

Calculating Densﬂy for Mixed Use Bwldmgs the remdentnal floor area of mixed use buildings
shall not be used when calculating the maximum non-residential floor area permitted. Multi-
family residential uses up to ten:(10) units per net acre maximum shall be permitted if included
on the upper ﬂoors ofa bun ing with ground floor commercial use.

711.10 Lot and Bun’dmg Requ:rements

1s

ReS|dentraI lot and building standards

a. -;Mmlmum lot area’
i. Smgle family detached dwellmgs Ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

ii. Tw«a—famﬂy dwell : s: Twelve thousand (12,000) square feet .

iii. Slngie-famlly tta"ched dwellings: as provided in Section 912.
iv. Multl-famsiy: structures: as provided in Section 801.

b.  Minimum lot width.
i. Single-family detached dwellings: Seventy-five (75) feet.
i. Two-family dwellings: Seventy-five (75) feet.
iii. Single-family attached dwellings: as provided in Section 912.
iv.  Multi-family structures: One hundred ten (110) feet.

c. Maximum lot coverage. Seventy-five (75) percent.

d. Required yards.




e.

i. Front.

* Single-family detached and two-family dwellings:

* Minimum: six (6) feet in the Neighborhood Center; ten (10) feet in Residential
Neighborhoods.

* Maximum: fifteen (15) feet in the Neighborhood Center; twenty-five (25) feet in
Residential Neighborhoods, except no maximum setback for any residential lot of
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or greater.

* Single-family attached and multi-family dwellings:

* Minimum: six (6) feet in Neighborhood Center; ten (10) feet in the Neighborhood
Residential area.

* Maximum: fifteen (15) feet.
ii. Side.
* Single-family detached and two-family dwellings:
» Minimum: Ten (10) feet "
* Maximum: None. :

- Single-family attached and-::fhurti+family dwellings:

* Minimum: Five (5) feet ! | |
. Maximu'nﬁ:"iNOne_.

iii. Rear. | ;

. Singfe—fém'iiy detached and two-family dwellings:
~ »Minimum: Thirt-y:v;_( '30)::."‘féét; may indUde alley.
i Méxim’um: None. -

» Single-family at_‘t"a,c_hed.énd;}m_ultf-family dwellings:
“« Minimum: T’hjkfy (30) f”e'et'i; may include alley.

"i_Ma_ximum: None

Separatibri’-. of struc'{lires. Groups of single-family attached dwellings and multi-family
structures shall be separated from each other by a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.

Non-residential and mixed use lot and building standards.

a.
b.

C.

Minimum lot area for commercial uses: Eight thousand five hundred (8,500) square feet.
Minimum lot width for commercial uses. Forty (40) feet at the minimum front setback line.

Maximum lot coverage for commercial uses. Seventy-five (75) percent. The areas of
contiguous lots may be combined for the purpose of calculating impervious surface
requirements.

Required yards for commercial uses.

i. Front.



3.

« Minimum: None. A sidewalk of at least five (5) feet shall be provided along all lot
frontages.

* Maximum: None.

ii. Side.

* Minimum: Minimum allowed under the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code.
« Maximum: None.

ii. Rear.

« Minimum: Minimum allowed under the V|rgm|a Statewide Fire Prevention Code.
Maximum: None. :

Accessory buildings, structures and garages shall. meet the following requirements:

a. Accessory buildings and garages shall meet the minimum side, and rear yard requirements
stipulated in this subsection, and shall not be constructed in front of the principal buildings
on site. 5

b.  Accessory buildings and garages shail not block or limit ingressto or egress from the site
itself or any buildings on site, and must comply with-applicable building code, fire safety,
ADA.

c. Garages serving single- famtly detached dwellings and accessed from an a!ley at the rear of
a lot shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from the rear lot line.

711.11 Building Height.

1.

Maximum Building Height. New structures within a MU/TND District shall be no more than thirty-
five (35) feet or three (3) stories for smgle—famaly residential uses, or fifty (50) feet or four (4)
stories for nen-residential, multi—famlly remdenttal or mixed used structures.

Minimum Bunldfng Height. The optimal mmrmum height for structures located in the MU/TND
Neighborhood Center-subareais.two (2) stories. Shorter structures are permissible if identified
in the Development Plan submltted at the time of rezoning approval.

711.14 Street Design, Bfock sze and: Stdewalks

1.

Public streets. AII streets within-a:-MU/TND Dlstrlct shall be designed and constructed according
to VDOT Secondary Street Acceptance Requirements, and the applicant shall ensure that the
public streets will be accepted into the public street system by VDOT, and shall supply such
surety as the county may require pursuant to Section 1010.

Grid netwdrk..-'-The transportation system in the MU/TND District shall be generally in the form of
a grid of interconnected streets, alleys and paths, modified as necessary to accommodate
topography-and parcel shape.

a. Proposed streets within the MU/TND District shall be extended to the boundary lines of the

parcel being developed and terminated with stub outs to provide access to adjacent tracts
not presently being subdivided or developed.

b. Cul-de-sac streets shall not comprise more than ten (10) percent of the total street length in
the MU/TND District, nor shall any individual cul-de-sac street exceed five hundred (500)
feet in length. Alleys are exempt from this calculation.

Block size. Blocks shall be in conformance with subsection 1301.03.

Street design.



a. Street sections shall be designed to meet VDOT standards and shall be built to the
narrowest dimensions permitted by VDOT.

b. Dead end alleys are permissible if identified in the development plan submitted at the time
of rezoning approval, but in no circumstances shall an alley have a dead end length of over
one hundred (100) feet. Dead end alleys shall have hammerhead turnarounds.

¢. Bicycle accommodations shall meet VDOT requirements.

d.  Within the Neighborhood Center an existing or planned roadway must be designated as a
main street which would be subjected to the following conditions:

i.  On main streets within the Neighborhood Center, at least seventy-five (75) percent of
the total first floor area of new development frontmg the street on any parcel shall be
devoted to non-residential uses. 2

ii. A sidewalk with a minimum width of eight (8) feet shall be provided across the front of
principal buildings facing both sides of the main street.

Accommodation for pedestrians and bicycles, -

a.  Accommodations for pedestrians and bi’éycles within the",VDOT right-of-way shall be
designed and constructed accordlng to VDOT Secondary Street Acceptance
Requirements. e

b. Sidewalks shall be provided on both eides of the: street in the Neighborhood Center and
Residential Neighborhood subareas and separated from the roadway by a planting strip or
designated parallel parkmg

c. In the Neighborhood Center the paved area of sidewalks shall be not less than eight (8)
feet wide. If a planting strip is prowded it shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in width.

d. Inthe ResidentialNeighborhood, the paved area of 5|dewalks shall be not less than five (5)
feet wide. If a piantmg strip is prowded |t shall be a minimum of four (4) feet in width.

Lot Access. :
a. Alllots shall front on a public street or on a square or plaza.

b... Alleys shall serve only the rear or S|des of Iots or uses.

711.15 Parking.

1.

‘Except as othermse prowded by this subsection, off-street parking requirements shall be in
accordance with Sections 602 and 603

Shared parking shall be permltted upon approval of a shared parking plan by the zoning
admlmstrator

On-street parkmg is permltted provided that the design and placement of such spaces are
approved by the Vtrglma Department of Transportation (VDOT).

a. On-street as w_eli;-as off-street parking spaces shall be counted toward satisfying the use-
based parking requirements contained within subsection 602.03.

c.  Where on-street parking is provided, requirements for off-street parking shall be reduced
accordingly.

d. On-street parking spaces assigned to a building or use shall be those spaces that abut the
lot containing that building or use.

e. On-street parking shall be provided on streets abutting squares, small parks or other open
spaces in the Neighborhood Center.



Off-street parking and loading spaces for commercial and mixed-use structures shall be located
to the rear of principal structures with the exception of required handicapped parking or loading
spaces which may be located to the sides of the principal structure.

Parking for retail and service uses in the Neighborhood Center shall not require on-site parking
provided that:

a. On-street or off-street parking is available within a six-hundred-foot radius of the activity.

b. The total floor space for the individual uses does not exceed two thousand five hundred
(2,500) square feet of gross floor area.

711.16 Transit Provisions. All new developments within a MU/TND greater than forty (40) acres in area
and that meet any one (1) of the following qualifications shall include a suitable location for a transit
stop or commuter parking facility within their Development Plan:

1.
2
3.

Contains fifty (50) or more dwelling units.
Contains five (5) or more dwellings per acre.

Contains thirty thousand (30,000) square feet of commercial d'e'v.ez'iopment.

711.17 Landscaping and Buffering.

1.

3.

Except as otherwise provided by this subsectlon landscaping requirements. for all uses shall be
in accordance with Article XVI of Appendix A, County Code \

Canopy street trees shall be planted along both sides of all streets at an average center to
center spacing based on the matgre spread of the particular street tree, with a goal of achieving
tree canopy coverage of between thirty (30). percent and seventy (70) percent.

Street trees shall be native species; no understory trees shall be used as street trees.

711.18 Pedestrian Scale nghtmg

1.

The prowsmns of this subsectlon shall apply to any non-residential project in a MU/TND District
as follows:

a. _Site lighting shall be lacated and desrgned so as to illuminate only the intended lot; light
~ shall be directed downward to the lmmedlate area being lighted and away from any living
quarters. o

b Floodlights or. directional lights (maxrmum 100-watt metal halide bulbs) may be used to

illuminate alleys, ‘parking garages and working (maintenance) areas, but shall be shielded
or-aimed in such a way that they.do not shine into other lots, the street, or direct light out of
the MU/TND District. Floodlighting shall not be used to illuminate building walls (i.e. lights
should not be placed on the ground so that a beam of light is directed upward).

G Pedestr'i'ar:i-;s,cale debféfative street lights (twelve (12) feet to fifteen (15) feet in height) shall
be installed by .the developer on both sides of streets throughout the District with a
maximum average spacing of seventy-five (75) feet on center.

711.19 Utilities.

All development within a MU/TND District shall be served by public water and sewer facilities.

Utilities (and associated pedestals, cabinets, junction boxes and transformers) including electric,
cable TV, telephone and natural gas service shall be located underground and to the rear of
properties in alley rights-of-way (ROW) or the ROW of minor streets, and all utilities shall be
located within a public utility easement. Above-ground utilities are permissible if identified in the
development plan submitted at the time rezoning is approved.

711.20 Property Owners Association to be Established.



1. A property owners association (POA) shall be established by the developer at the time of zoning
approval of a MU/TND District.

2. Membership in a POA shall be mandatory for all property owners within the MU/TND, and shall
be required as a covenant in all deeds to property in the MU/TND District granted after
development plan approval.

3. The developer shall prepare documents which provide at a minimum that the POA shall accept
title to any common elements including, but not limited to, open space, recreation, plazas,
roads, parking, sewer, water, and stormwater management facilities which will not be publicly
owned, and shall provide for the maintenance of any common area improvements or other
property owned by the POA.

711.21 Development Plan Required.

1. All development plans submitted for a rezoning application shall be in conformance with the
minor site plan requirements set forth in Section 1103.

2. If the property is approved for rezoning for-a MU/TND DFS[FICt a major site plan shall be
submitted in accordance with Section 1103,

3. The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the planning commission and board of
supervisors that there is sufficient available water and sewer capacity. to accommodate the
proposed development at full build out or provp_de a plan demonstrating that such improvements
will be phased to accommodate projected development as it occurs.

711.22 Additional Definitions. For pro;ects developed within the MU/TND District the following definitions
will apply:

Alfey. A private right-of-way, not 1ess than eighteen (18) feet nor that provides secondary and/or
service access for.vehicles to the side or rear of abutting propertles having principal frontage on
another street or on a p}aza square or green. AH alleys shall be paved or surface treated to
eliminate dust.

Building, principal. The principal or main structl’j.i'e or one (1) of the principal buildings on a lot or the
building or one (1) of the principal buildings: COntalmng the principal use on the lot. The terms
main ‘and:principal have: the same meanlng m this ordinance when referring to structures,
bunldnngs and uses. :

Common Open Space Common Open Space c"dn'sists of a parcel or parcels of land and/or an area
of water within a development project site that are held in some form of common ownership and
designated, designed and intended. for benefit, use or enjoyment of the occupants of the
development. It may contain such cemplementary structures and improvements as necessary
and appropriate for the ‘benefit and enjoyment of the occupants. Common Open Space may
include environmentally sensntlve areas not suitable for development.

County Comprehens:ve Pian Amherst County Comprehensive Plan.
Developable area, gross. T he total amount of land on the site or lot.

Developable area, net. The amount of land on a site or lot less floodplain, steep slopes in excess of
twenty-five (25) percent, public right-of-way, and any non-residential use areas in residential or
mixed-use developments.

Dwelling. A building or portion thereof used for residential purposes, including one-family, two- -family
and multi-family dwellings, and bed and breakfast establishments, but not including hotels,
motels, boardinghouses, dormitories, fraternity/sorority houses, tourist cabins, or automobile
trailers (also see "Dwelling unit").



Dwelling, accessory. A subordinate dwelling located on the same lot as the principal dwelling, and
which may be within the same structure as the principal dwelling, or which may be a detached
structure, but which shall not include duplex or two-family dwellings.

Dwelling, single-family attached. One (1) of two (2) or more residential buildings, each being used or
intended for use by one (1) family, each unit having separate ground floor access, and having a
common or party wall separating the dwelling units, such party walls having no openings. For
purposes of this definition, living space on the ground floor may include a garage or porch.
Includes duplex, triplex, quadraplex, row house and townhouse units (also see "Townhouse").

Dwelling, single-family detached. A single-family dwelling unit which is entirely surrounded by open
space or yards on the same lot.

Floor area ratio (FAR). A number or percentage, derived: by dividing the gross floor area of the
buildings on any lot by the total lot area less the area within the one hundred (100)-year
floodplain (net lot area). The floor area ratio multiplied by the net lot area produces the
maximum amount of gross floor area that may be constructed on a lot.

Green. An open space available for unstructured recreation, its landscaping consisting of grassy
areas and trees. A Green should be desfgned for passive and unstructured active recreation.
Improvements to the green may consist of paths, benches, Iandscaplng and other
improvements.

Live/Work Unit. A building in single ownershlp that prov:des hmlted commermal space on the first
floor and a dwelling unit on the upper floor(s). The operator of the commercial use may reside in
the dwelling unit, or either the commermal space or the dwelling unit may be leased or rented.

Mixed use building. A single building oc-c_upled thh_._two (2) or ‘more of the following uses: retail,
office, professional services, personal services, lodging, restaurants or dwelling unit(s). Uses
within a mixed--uSe’-"buitdinQ -may be divided eithiar vertically or horizontally.

Mixed Use/Tradrtronal Ne:ghborhood Des.fgn (MU/T ND) Drstr.'ct A mixed use zoning District that
provides exceptional flexibility as a matter of right to affect compact development and meet the
mtent descrlbed in subsection 711 01 of Appendlx A of the the Amherst County Code.

Natural Area/Preserve Open ‘space that preserves or protects endangered species, a critical
enwronmental feature, or, other natural feature. Access to a Preserve may be controlled to limit
“impacts on the environment. _Development of the Preserve is generally limited to trails,
educatlonal signs, and similar lmprovements

Park. An open space, available for recreation, its landscape consisting of paved paths and trails,
open lawn, trees, open sheiters or recreational facilities. Facilities may range from simple picnic
tables, benches ora playground in a small park, to a recreation center, swimming pool, or sport
field in a Iarger park. Other facilities may include playgrounds, shelters, sport courts, drinking
fountains, parking lots, or restrooms. Park grounds are usually grassy and maintained on a
regular basis for recreational activity, but may include some natural or formally landscaped
areas.

Plaza. Open space usually at the intersection of important streets, set aside for civic purposes and
commercial activity, including parking, its landscape consisting of durable pavement and formal
tree plantings. A plaza is usually bordered by civic or private buildings. Plazas may range from
very active places with adjacent complimentary uses such as restaurants and cafes, to quiet
areas with only seating, formal landscape plantings, and amenities such as fountains or public
art.

Senior living facilities. This broad category of housing accommodation includes the following types of
facilities:



a.  Senior housing facility: A residential facility for independent living, containing dwellings
where the occupancy is restricted to persons fifty-five (55) years of age or older or couples
where either the husband or wife is fifty-five (55) years of age or older. This does not
include a development that contains convalescent or nursing facilities.

b.  Congregate care living facility: A residential facility for semi-dependent living, containing
two (2) or more dwelling units for four (4) or more persons fifty-five (55) years of age or
older or couples where either the husband or wife is fifty-five (55) years of age or older,
within which are provided living and sleeping facilities, as well as various other services
such as meal preparation, laundry services and the like.

c. Life care facility: A facility which may include a full range of living arrangements, for elderly
and/or disabled persons, progressing from independent living in single-family units to
congregate apartment living where semi-dependent residents share various common
facilities and services, to a nursing home facility for dependent residents providing a full
range of support services and nursing care (also see “Nursing home").

Square. Square means open space that may encompass an entire block, is located at the
intersection of important streets, and is set aside for civic purposes, with landscape consisting
of paved walks, lawns, trees, and civic buildings. A square is bordered by streets and may have
major civic uses located on or adjacent to the square. The square is intended as a central place
for the community and should accommodate a wide variety of formal and.informal gatherings; it
does not actually have to form a perfect square: :

Stub out. Stub out means a transportation facility (i) whose right-of-way terminates at a parcel
abutting the development, (ii) that consists of a short segment that is intended to serve current
and future development by providing continuity and connectivity of the public street network, (iii)
that based on the spacing between the stub’out and other streets or stub outs, and the current
terrain there is a reasonable expectation that connection with a future street is possible, and (iv)
that is constructed to the:property line. D

(Ord. No. . 2011-0008; § 2, 12-20-11)
712. - Residential Mixed Use District RMU-1.

712.01 Intent. The purpose. of establishing the Residential Mixed Use District (the "RMU-1 district”) is to
accommodate development of mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented, activity centers for a variety of uses,
including residential, commercial, cultural, educational, and other public and private uses. The
standards:. applicable in the RMU-1 .district are intended to encourage redevelopment and
reinvestment.in residential a"r_.iq_ supporting commercial areas. The RMU-1 district shall incorporate
publicly accessible community ‘open space areas and encourage high quality development and
redevelopment that stimulates investment, generates jobs, increases available housing options, and
expands the county's tax base. The RMU-1 district standards permit a compatible mix of uses in a
single structure or a group of structures on a parcel or group of parcels and are intended to
discourage piecemeal development. The RMU-1 district standards will facilitate investment by
increasing the number of permitted principal and accessory uses in a single district and will
encourage high quality redevelopment by permitting greater regulatory flexibility and innovative and
creative design.

712.02 Permitted uses.

1. Single-family dwellings that are built in accordance with the Virginia Statewide Building Code.
2. Accessory structures per Section 901.

3. Home occupations, provided that no outside storage or signage is permitted, no employees or
customers may come to the property, and the use shall not result in any increase in or change
to neighborhood traffic.



10.
1.
12
13.
14.

15.

16.

12

18.

Utilities serving the community, including, but not limited to, sewer, water, gas, electricity, cable
television, telephone.

Public streets.
Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.

Public facilities such as schools, parks, emergency services, libraries, post offices, community
center.

Antique shops, except that no auctions are permitted, and no items can be stored outdoors.
Barbershops and beauty parlors.
Florist and flower shop.
Retail service stores such as bakeries, shoe shops, Iaunql'rie's, and dry cleaners.
Restaurant, small. :
Museum and art gallery.

Family day home which serves no more.than five (5) children. The zoning administrator may
impose conditions on such family day homes to ensure their compatibility with other permitted
uses; however, such conditions shall not be.more restrictive than those :mposed on residences
occupied by persons related by blood, marnage or adoptlon :

Group home. The zoning administrator may impose conditions on group homes to ensure their
compatibility with other perm:tted uses; however, such conditions shall not be more restrictive
than those imposed on residences ocr:upled by persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

Temporary family health care structure Such structures shall not require a special use permit
or be subjected to any other local requwements beyond those imposed upon other authorized
accessory structures except as follows:

a. Any person proposnng to install a temporary famlly health care structure shall first obtain a
zoning permit from the county. The county may not withhold such permit if the applicant
provides suff:caent proof of compllance with the requirements of this section.

b. _Placing the temporary famtly health care structure on a permanent foundation shall not be
required-or permitted.

c. Any temporary family: health care structure shall be removed within thirty (30) days after
which the mentally or physmally |mpa|red person is no longer receiving or is no longer in
need of the caregiver's assistance.

d. The.county may require that the applicant provide evidence of compliance with this section
on-an:annual basis as long as the temporary family health care structure remains on the
property:.Such evidence may involve the inspection by the county of the temporary family
health care. structure at reasonable times convenient to the caregiver, not limited to any
annual compliance confirmation.

e. Any temporary family health care structure installed pursuant to this section may be
required to connect to any water, sewer, and electric utilities that are serving the primary
residence on the property and shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Virginia
Department of Health.

f.  No signage advertising or otherwise promoting the existence of the structure shall be
permitted either on the exterior of the temporary family health care structure or elsewhere
on the property.

Any other use which the planning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as permitted uses in this district.

Signs used for commercial and institutional uses as provided in Section 907.



712.03 Special exceptions:

1.
2
3
4,
5
6
7

8
9.
1

11.

12.

13.

14.

15
“dressmakers, taxidermists, weavers and other craftsmen, sculptors and musicians, provided no

16.

17.
18.

Emergency services.

Hemes-for-aged: Limited assisted living facility.

Personal wireless service facilities as provided in Section 919.

Signs for uses not specified in the permitted use section and as provided in Section 907.
Short-term tourist rental of a dwelling as provided in Section 916.

Bicycle sales and repair shops provided no items can be stored outdoors.

Catering establishments and meal delivery services.

Child care centers, babysitting services. i

Churches and parish houses, except rescue mission_s.—énd- revival tents.

Schools, including child care, charitable, cu_ltur‘éf', ‘and bther community service activities on
school property, and colleges and universities, including educational, scientific and other related
research facilities. i ; :

County-owned or county-leased buildings and properties of aconservation, cultural,
administrative or public service type and. publicly-owned or publicly-leased buildings of a
recreational type, with approval of a site plan, in -accordance with Article XI of Appendix A to the
County Code, Zoning and Subdivisions. ;

Furniture, television and appliance sales, service ejnd repair, including service and repair of
any type of home appliance provided no items can be stored outdoors.

Grocery or general convenience 'stpre, exdep{ that no indivig!yal store shall contain more than
three thousand (3;000) square feet of floor area designated for retail sales and the sale of
gasoline shall not be allowed. ' S

Drying and dry.cleaning retail laundry or cleaning and pressing establishments employing not
more than three(3) persons in the actual cleaning process. Establishments shall use
nonflammable cleaning solvents, fully enclosed cleaning and solvent reclamation processes,
fully-enclosed pressing equipment with no outside steam exhaust, and other devices or
arrangements necessary to fully protect adjacent properties from noise, odors, and vapors.

‘Studios and ‘shops for artists, phoiogi'aphers, writers, teachers, jewelers, tailors and

such studio or shop shall contain. more than three thousand (3,000) square feet.

Single-_family dwelling and a retail sales or service store within the same main structure,
provided the single-family. dwelling unit occupies fifty (50) percent or more of the structure.

Two-family dwelling which has an outward appearance of a single-family dwelling.

Any other use which,_‘-’th‘:e- blanning director determines is consistent with the statement of intent
for this district and is of the same general character as special exception uses in this district.

712.04 Limitation on commercial uses. Commercial uses may operate only during the period from 7:00
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday, and shall not operate on Sunday. Different hours of
operation may be approved only via a special exception permit.

712.05. Site plan. Before a building and zoning permit shall be issued for any use in the Residential
Mixed Use District RMU-1 other than residential developments of four (4) or fewer units on a single
parcel, a site plan of the proposed development shall be approved by the planning commission or
the zoning administrator in conformance with Section 1003 and Article XI. All development shall
comply with Article XVI of Appendix A to the County Code, Zoning and Subdivisions.



712.06. Development standards. The standards set out below shall be in addition to the standards
required elsewhere in Appendix A, Zoning and Subdivisions:

A

4. Submittal r'

Sidewalks. All new developments, or expansions that increase the floor area by twenty
(20) percent or more, shall, at the zoning administrator's discretion, include sidewalks that
parallel the public street. Sidewalks shall be constructed to meet the Virginia Department of
Transportation standards.

Public water and sewer. All new developments shall be served by public water and sewer.

Utility lines underground. All new utility lines such as electric, telephone, CATV or other
similar lines shall be installed underground. This requirement shall apply to lines serving
individual sites as well as to utility lines necessary.within the project. All junction and
access boxes shall be screened with appropriate landscaping.

Outside storage for non-residential uses . There shall be no outside storage of any
equipment, vehicles, materials or supplies however.a trash receptacle area may be
permitted if enclosed within an area completely screened from view.

Lighting.

1. Purpose. The purpose of RMU-1 district lighting standards is to encourage good
lighting practices in non-residential. development that is designed to conserve energy
and money, minimize glare, protect the use and enjoyment of surrounding property,
while increasing safety, utility, security and productmty

2. Applicability. The prowsmns of this section shall apply to any non- re3|dent|al project in
the RMU-1 district.

3. Lighting standards.

a. All.outdoor lighting flxtures shall be contalned in the project's site plan, and shall
be directed away from resndentnat property

b.* ~L|ght source locations shall he chosen to~ tninlmlze the hazards of glare. The
height of freestanding lighting fixtures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet unless
otherwise approved by the planning commission.

o ‘_,Street |:ght poles shall:be designed and placed in accordance with VDOT or
. county standards. Placement. of the street light poles shall be coordinated to be
on or-near the side property lines of residential dwelling units.

unrements _A lighting plan shall be submitted with each plan of non-
residential development that details the location and specifications of all lighting
~provnded ;

Parkmg All off-street parklng shall meet the standards set forth in Section 602. All parking
for non-residential uses shall be placed in the side or rear of the lot, and may not be
located in'the front yerd

(Ord. No. 20120003 § 3, 7-17-12; Ord. No. 2015-0011, § 2, 11-17-15)

713. - Dam Break Inundation Zones Overlay District.

713.01. Purpose of the Dam Break Inundation Zones Overlay District . The purpose of this district is to
help mitigate the potential for damage resulting from the failure of impounding structures within dam
break inundation zones.

713.02. Definitions . The following definitions are applicable in this section 713 only:



Development means a tract of land developed or to be developed as a unit under single ownership or
unified control which is to be used for any business or industrial purpose, or is to contain three (3) or
more residential dwelling units. The term "development" shall not be construed to include any
property which will be devoted principally to agricultural production.

Impounding structure means a manmade device, whether a dam across a watercourse or other structure
outside a watercourse, used or to be used to retain or store water or other materials, including:

1. Any dam that is twenty-five (25) feet or greater in height and creates an impoundment capacity
of fifteen (15) acre-feet or greater, and

2. Any dam that is six (6) feet or greater in height and creates an impoundment capacity of fifty
(50) acre-feet or greater. :

The term "impounding structure” shall not be interpreted to refer to: (a) dams licensed by the State
Corporation Commission that are subject to a safety inspection program; (b) dams owned or licensed
by the United States government; (c) dams operated primarily for agricultural purposes which are
less than twenty-five (25) feet in height or which create a maximum impoundment capacity smaller
than one hundred (100) acre-feet; (d) water or:silt retaining dams approved pursuant to Virginia
Code §§ 45.1-222 or § 45.1-225.1; or (e) obstrictions in a canal used to raise or lower water.

713.03. Review .

A.  For any proposed development having a location -within the boundaries:of a dam break
inundation zone that has been mapped in accordance with state law, the county shall, as part of
a subdivision plan or plat review: o
1. Review the dam break inundation zone map on file with the county for the affected
impounding structure; o

Notify the dam owner of the pro'p'dsed devél’bbmen@ and county review; and

Within ten (10) days of the review start date, ask the department of conservation and
recreation ("department’) to identify the potential impacts of the proposed development on
the spillway design flood standards required of the dam.

B. The:department shall notify the dam.owner and. the county of its determination within forty-five
(45) days of the receipt of the request:.Upon receipt of the department's determination, the
county shall complete the review in accordance with Virginia Code §§ 15.2-2259 or 15.2-2260.

- If-the county has not received:a determination within forty-five (45) days of the department's
receipt of the request, the department shall be deemed to have no comments, and the county
shall complete its review. h

C. If the department determines that the plan of development would change the spillway design
flood standards of the impounding structure, the county shall not permit the development
uniess: o, i

1. The develdbe'r Qr-'$:ﬁbdivider agrees to modify the plan of development so that it does not
affect the spi'llwaydesign flood standard required of the impounding structure; or

2. The developer or subdivider submits an engineering study in conformance with standards
promulgated by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board ("board") pursuant to the
Virginia Dam Safety Act (Virginia Code §§ 10.1-604 et seq.) and the Virginia Impounding
Structure Regulations (4 VAC 50-20). The study shall provide a contract-ready cost
estimate for completing the upgrades. The department shall verify that the study conforms
to the board's standards. Following receipt of a study, the department shall have fifteen
(15) days to determine whether the study is complete. The department shall notify the
developer or subdivider of any specific deficiencies that cause the study to be determined
to be incomplete. Following a determination that a submission is complete, the department
shall notify the developer or subdivider of its approval or denial within forty-five (45) days.



D.

Any decision shall be communicated in writing and shall state the reasons for any
disapproval.

Following the completion of the engineering studies in accordance with subdivision C.2., and
prior to any development within the dam break inundation zone, the county shall require that a
developer or subdivider of land pay fifty (50) percent of the contract-ready costs for necessary
upgrades to an impounding structure attributable to the development or subdivision, together
with administrative fees not to exceed one (1) percent of the total amount of payment required
or one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), whichever is less. Necessary upgrades shall not include
costs associated with routine operation, maintenance, and repair, nor shall necessary upgrades
include repairs or upgrades to the impounding structure not made necessary by the proposed
development or subdivision.

Where a payment under subsection D is required, su'ch payment shall be made by the
developer or subdivider in accordance with the following provisions:

1. The county may elect to receive such payment. Upon receipt, payments shall be kept in a
separate account by the county for each individual improvement project until such time as
they are expended for the improvement project; however, any funds not committed by the
dam owner within six (6) years of the time of deposit shall be refunded to the developer or
subdivider. The county may issue an- extensmn of up to an additional four (4) years for the
use of the funds if the dam owner shows that sufficient progress is being made to justify
the extension and the extension is approved by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation
Board prior to the expiration of the six-year period. Should the county: be.unable to locate
the developer or subdivider following a period of twelve (12) months and the exercise of
due diligence, the funds shall be deposited in the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and
Protection Assistance Fund for the provision of grants and loans. Any county maintaining
an account in accordance with this section may charge an administrative fee, not to exceed
one (1) percent of the total amount™ of payment ‘received or one thousand dollars
($1,000.00); whichever is less.

2. If the county elects not to receive such payment any payments shall be made to the Dam
Safety, Flood Prevention and Protection Assistance Fund pursuant to Code of Virginia, §
10.1-603.19:1.- The funds shall be held by the Virginia Resources Authority for each
improvement ‘project until ‘such time as they are expended for the improvement project;
‘however, any funds not commltted by the dam owner within six (6) years of the time of
deposit” shall be refunded to the deve!oper or subdivider. The board may issue an
extension of up. to an additional four (4)' years for the use of the funds if the dam owner
shows that sufficient progress is being made. Should the department of conservation and

~ recreation be unable to locate the developer or subdivider following a period of twelve (12)
months and the exercise of due diligence, the funds shall be deposited in the Dam Safety,
Flood- Prevention and: Protection Assistance Fund for the provision of grants and loans.
The Virginia Resources Authority shall not have any liability for the completion of any
project associated with the moneys they manage in the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and
Protection Assistance Fund.

The county shall haveno obligation to assume financial responsibility for upgrades except as an
owner of an impounding structure.

The owner of the impounding structure shall retain all liability associated with upgrades in
accordance with Code of Virginia, § 10.1-613.4.

The developer or subdivider shall provide the dam owner and all affected localities with
information necessary for the dam owner to upgrade the dam break inundation zone map to
reflect any new development within the dam break inundation zone following completion of the
development.

(Ord. No. 2013-0016, § p.3 1-27-14)



714. - Flood Hazard Overlay District (FH).

Intent and Definitions

714.01. Intent and applicability.

i

Section 714 of Appendix A to the Amherst County Code, pursuant to the authority granted under
Code of Virginia, § 15.2-2280, establishes provisions intended to prevent the loss of property
and life, the creation of health and safety hazards, the disruption of commerce and
governmental services, the extraordinary and unnecessary expenditure of public funds for flood
protection and relief, and the impairment of the tax base by:

a. Regulating uses, activities, and development which; alone or in combination with other
existing or future uses, activities and development, will cause unacceptable increases in
flood heights, velocities and frequencies;

b. Restricting or prohibiting certain uses, act_ivi’tf'é's, a’nd_ development from locating within
areas subject to flooding; '

c. Requiring all uses, activities, and developments situate in a flood hazard district to be flood-
proofed against flooding and flood damage; and

d.  Protecting individuals from buying lands. and structures which are ‘unsuited for intended
purposes because of flood hazards.

These provisions shall apply:to all privately and publicly owned lands within the jurisdiction of
Amherst County and identified as areas of special. flood hazard according to the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) provided to:-the County by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and dated September 19, 2007.

No land shall hereafter.be developed and no structure shall'be located, relocated, constructed,
reconstructed, -enlarged, or structurally altered except:in full ‘compliance with the terms and
provisions of this Section 714 and any other applicable laws. and regulations that apply to uses
within the County. o L

The degree of flood: protection this Section 714 seeks to ensure is considered reasonable for
regulatory. purposes and.is based on acceptable engineering methods of study, but does not
constitute total flood protection. Larger floods may occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may
be increased by manmade or natural causes, such as ice jams and bridge openings restricted
by debris. Compliance with this. Section 714 will not ensure that districts outside the floodplain

district or land uses permitted within such district will be free from flooding or flood damages.

714.02. Superimposed districts. T he Flood ‘E%Jazard Overlay District is superimposed over other existing
districts, and the special requirements of this District shall apply in addition to the requirements of the
zoning district'within which a property is located.

714.03. Definition of terms: . Terms defined herein are applicable only to this Section 714, Flood Hazard
Overlay District (FH)." i

Base flood. The flood having a one (1) percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.

Base flood elevation (BFE). The Federal Emergency Management Agency designated one (1) percent
annual chance water surface elevation. The water surface elevation of the base flood in relation to
the datum specified on the County's Flood Insurance Rate Map. For the purposes of this Section
714, the one hundred (100) year flood or one (1) percent annual chance flood.

Basement. Any area of a building having its floor sub-grade (below ground level) on all sides.

BZA. Board of Zoning Appeals.



Development. Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to,
buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling
operations, or storage of equipment or materials.

Encroachment. The advance or infringement of uses, plant growth, fill, excavation, buildings, permanent
structures, or development into a floodplain, which may impede or alter the flow capacity of a
floodplain.

Existing construction. Structures for which construction commenced before the effective date of the FIRM
or commenced before July 17, 1978, for FIRMs effective before that date. "Existing construction”
may also be referred to as "existing structures.”

FEMA. The Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Flood or flooding. A general or temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land
areas from (i) the overflow of inland or tidal waters or (ii) the unusual and rapid accumulation or
runoff of surface waters from any source. This includes mudflows which are akin to a river of liquid
and flowing mud on the surfaces of normally dry land areas, as when earth is carried by a current of
water and deposited along the path of the current.

The terms also may refer to the collapse or subsid'e_nc’;e of land along the shore of a lake or other body of
water as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding
anticipated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in-a natural body of
water, accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature such'as flash flood or
an abnormal tidal surge, or by some S|ml¥arly unusual and unforeseeable event.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). An official map of a.community, On which the Floodplain Administrator
has delineated both the special hazard areas and. the risk. premium zones applicable to the
community. A FIRM that has.been made available dlgltally is referred to as a Digital Flood Insurance
Rate Map (DFIRM): s

Flood Insurance Study (FJ'S) An examination, e\iaiuat‘ibn and determination of flood hazards and, if
appropriate, corresponding water surface elevatlons or an examination, evaluation, and
determination of mudflow: or flood-related erosmn ﬁazards

Floodplain. Any Iand-area susc:eptlble. to being’ |n'undated'~by water from any source.

Ffoodpiam Admmfstrator The person havmg general respon3|b|I|ty for administering the provisions of this
Section 714 usually the Zonlng Admmlstrator

Flood proofing. Any. comb|nat|0n of structural ‘and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to
structures which:reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water
and sanitary fac:lhtles structures -and their contents.

Floodway. The channel of:a-;r|ver;0r -other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved
in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more
than one (1) foot.

Historic structure. Any structure that is: (i) listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places or
preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual
listing on the National Register; (ii) certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the
Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district
preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; (iii) individually
listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which have
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or (iv) individually listed on a local inventory of
historic places in communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified either (a)



by an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or (b) by the Secretary
of the Interior in states without approved programs.

Hydrologic and Hydraulic Engineering Analysis. Analyses performed by a licensed professional engineer,
in accordance with standard engineering practices that are accepted by the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation and FEMA, used to determine the base flood, other frequency floods,
flood elevations, floodway information and boundaries, and flood profiles.

Letters of Map Change (LOMC). A Letter of Map Change is an official FEMA determination, by letter, that
amends or revises an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of Map
Change include:

1. Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): An amendment based on technical data showing that a
property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A LOMA amends
the current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific property or
structure is not located in a special flood hazard area,

2. Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): A revision based on technical data that may show changes to
flood zones, flood elevations, floodplain and floodway delineations, and planimetric features. A
Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) is a determination that a structure or parcel of
land has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer
exposed to flooding associated with the base flood. In order to qualify for this determination, the
fill must have been permitted and placed in accordance with this Section 714

3. Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): A formal review and comment as to whether a
proposed flood protection project “or other projec_:t complies with the minimum NFIP
requirements for such projects: with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A
CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study.

Lowest floor. The lowest floor, including a basement, of the lowest enclosed area. An unfinished or flood-
resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage in an area other
than a basement:area is not considered a building's Jowest floor; provided, that such enclosure is not
built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of
Federal Code 44 CFR§60.3. .

Manufactured home. A structure, transportable in.one (1) or more sections, which is built on a permanent
chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the
required utilities. For floedplain’management purposes the term "manufactured home" also includes
park trailers, travel trailer-f's_;___nand Oth'eglsimilar vehicles placed on a site for greater than one hundred
eighty (180) consecutive days. :

Manufactured Home Park/Subdfv}'é_ion. A parcel, or contiguous parcels, of land divided into two (2) or
more lots for rent.or sale.

NFIP. National Flood Insurance E_pog'rém_

New construction. For the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for which the "start of
construction" commenced on or after July 17, 1978, including any subsequent improvements to such
structures. For floodplain management purposes, new construction means structures for which the
start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of this Section 714, including any
subsequent improvements to such structures.

Recreational vehicle. A vehicle which is (i) built on a single chassis; (i) four hundred (400) square feet or
less when measured at the largest horizontal projections: (iii) designed to be self-propelled or
permanently towable by a light duty truck; and (iv) designed primarily not for use as a permanent
dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.



Special flood hazard area (SFHA). The land in the floodplain subject to a one (1) percent or greater
chance of being flooded in any given year as determined in accordance with this Section 714.

Start of construction. For other than new construction and substantial improvement, under the Coastal
Barriers Resource Act (P.L. 97-348), means the date the building permit was issued, provided the
actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, substantial
improvement or other improvement was within one hundred eighty (180) days of the permit date. The
actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such
as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work
beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation.
Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor
does it include the installation of streets or walkways; nor does itinclude excavation for a basement,
footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation
on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or
not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of the construction
means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or
not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building."

Structure. For floodplain management purposes, a Wéi{ed and roofed buitdt_r}_g, including a manufactured
home, or a gas or liquid storage tank that is principally above ground.

Substantial damage. Damage of any origin sustained by a structure when the cost of restoring the
structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty (50) percent of the market
value of the structure before the damage occurred.

Substantial improvement. Any reconstruotlon ' rehab:iltatlon addition, or other improvement of a structure,
the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty.(50) percent of the market value of the structure before the
start of construction of the improvement. This" term includes ‘structures which have incurred
substantial damage regardless of the actual repair work performed The term does not include either:

1. Any project for |mprovemenit of a structure to correct exrstlng violations of state or local health,
sanitary, or safety.code specifications which have been identified by the local code enforcement
official and which-are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions, or

2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided: t-hat the alteration will not preclude the structure's
‘continued designation as. a historic structure.

USBC . The Uniform Statewide Bunldmg Code at Code of Virginia, Tit. 36, Ch. 6 (section 36-97 et seq.),
as amended.

Violation . The failure of a struoture or other development to be fully compliant with the requirements
imposed by this. Section 714. A structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other
certifications, or other evidence of compliance required by this Section 714, is presumed to be in
violation until such: ttme as that documentanon is provided.

Watercourse . Any stream or nver
Administration, Permit Application, Appeals
714.04. Administration .

1. The zoning administrator shall act as Floodplain Administrator to administer and implement the
provisions of this Section 714 with the assistance of the Amherst County Building Official. The
Floodplain Administrator may:

a. Delegate duties and responsibilities set forth in Section 714 to qualified technical
personnel, plan reviewers, inspectors, and other employees.



Enter into a written agreement or written contract with another community or private sector
entity to administer specific provisions of Section 714. Administration of any part of Section
714 provisions by another entity shall not relieve the County of its responsibilities pursuant
to the participation requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program as set forth in
the Code of Federal Regulations at 44 C.F.R. § 59.22.

The duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator include, but are not limited to:

a.

Review applications for permits to determine whether proposed activities will be located in
flood hazard areas.

Interpret floodplain boundaries and provide available base flood elevation and flood hazard
information.

Review applications to determine whether proposed activities will be reasonably safe from
flooding, and require new construction and.substantial improvements to meet the
requirements of these regulations.

Review applications to determine whether all necessary permits have been obtained from
the applicable Federal, State or local agencies from which prior or concurrent approval is
required. In particular, permits from.state agencies for any: construction, reconstruction,
repair, or alteration of a dam, reservoir, or waterway obstruction (including bridges,
culverts, structures); and any alteration of a watercourse, which aﬁects its course, current,
or cross section, including any change to.the one hundred (100) year floodplain of any
free-flowing non-tidal waters of the State.

Verify that applicants proposing an alteration of a watercourse have notified adjacent
communities, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (Division of Dam Safety and
Floodplain Management), and- other appropriate agencies (VADEQ, USACE, VMRC), and
have submitted copies of such notlflcatrons to FEMA.™

Approve appllcat!ons and issue permits to develop in flood hazard areas if the requirements
of this Section 714 have been met or dnsapprove applications if the requirements have not
been met. :

Inspect, or cause to be‘-"lfn,spected per-mitted buildings, structures, and other developments

_to determine cd‘m'pliancé'With- this Section 714.

‘Review Elevatlon Certlflcates and requnre incomplete or deficient certificates to be

corrected .

‘I - Submit to FEMA, or reqmre applicants to submit to FEMA, data and information necessary
-to maintain FIRMs including hydrologlc and hydraulic engineering analyses prepared by or

“for'the County, wuthm six (6) months after such data and information becomes available, if
the analyses mdncate changes in base flood elevations.

Maintain: and keep records that are necessary for the administration of this Section 714,
including: (i). Flood Insurance Studies, Flood Insurance Rate Maps (including historic
studies and: maps -and current studies and maps) and Letters of Map Change; and (ii)
documentation supporting issuance and denial of permits, Elevation Certificates,
documentation of the elevation (in relation to the datum on the FIRM) to which structures
have been flood-proofed, other required design certifications, variances, and records of
enforcement actions taken to correct violations of these regulations.

Enforce the provisions of this Section 714, investigate violations, issue notices of violations
or stop work orders, and require permit holders to take corrective action.

Inform the BZA of the intent of this Section 714, and for each application for a variance,
prepare a detailed staff report.

Administer the requirements related to proposed work on existing buildings, including (i)
making determinations as to whether buildings and structures located in flood hazard areas
and damaged by any cause are considered to have been substantially damaged; (ii)



making reasonable efforts to notify owners of substantially damaged structures of the need
to obtain a permit to repair, rehabilitate, or reconstruct; and (iii) prohibiting the non-
compliant repair of substantially damaged buildings except for temporary emergency
protective measures necessary to secure a property, or stabilize a building or structure in
order to prevent additional damage.

n. Undertake other actions including issuing press releases, public service announcements,
and other information related to permit requests and repair of damaged structures;
coordinating with other Federal, State, and local agencies to assist with substantial
damage determinations; providing owners of damaged structures information related to the
proper repair of damaged structures in special flood hazard areas; and assisting property
owners with documentation necessary to file claims for Increased Cost of Compliance
coverage under NFIP flood insurance policies.

0. Notify the FEMA if the County's boundaries are modified and (i) provide a map that clearly
delineates the revised boundaries or the land area for which the authority to regulate
pursuant to this Section 714 has either been assumed or relinquished; and (ii) If the FIRM
for any annexed land area includes special flood hazard areas that have flood zones which
have regulatory requirements that .are not set forth in.this Section 714, prepare
amendments to this Section 714 to.adopt the FIRM and appropriate requirements. A copy
of the amended Code provisions shall be provided to Department of Conservation and
Recreation (Division of Dam Safety and Floodplain Management) and FEMA.

p. At FEMA's request, complete and submit a. report concerning participation in the NFIP
which may request information regarding the number of buildings in the' SFHA, number of
permits issued for development in the SFHA, and number of variances issued for
development in the SFHA.

g. Take into account flood, mudslide and flood'related ereswn hazards, to the extent that they
are known, in:all official actions relating to land management and use throughout the entire
County, whether or not those hazards have been specmcally delineated geographically
(e.g., via mapplng or'surveying).

714.05. Permit Requrrement

1.

All uses;-activities, and develOpment occurrmg within any floodplain district, including placement
of manufactured homes, shall be undertaken ‘only upon the issuance of a valid zoning permit

and in strict ‘compliance ‘with the provisions-of this Section 714, and all other applicable law,

including the USBC and ‘the. Amherst County Subdivision Regulations. The Floodplain

“Administrator shall issue a permit:to only those applications that comply with all applicable state

and federal laws. No use, activity, or development shall adversely affect the capacity of the
channels.or floodways" of any watercourse, drainage ditch, or any other drainage facility or
system.

Prior to any" proposed alteratlon or relocation of any channels or of any watercourse in a special
flood hazard area, a permlt shall be obtained from the U.S. Corps of Engineers, the Virginia
Department of Enwronmental Quality, and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission (a joint
permit application is available from any of these organizations). Notification of the proposal shall
be given by the applicant to all affected adjacent jurisdictions, the Department of Conservation
and Recreation (Division of Dam Safety and Floodplain Management), the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and other required agencies. The flood carrying capacity within an
altered or relocated portion of any watercourse shall be the same as in the original watercourse.

714.06. Site Plans and Development Applications . All applications for a permit authorizing development
within any floodplain district shall contain the following information:

1.
2:

The elevation of the base flood at the site.

The elevation of the lowest floor of proposed habitable structures, including basement.



3

4,

For non-residential structures to be flood-proofed, the elevation to which the structure will be
flood-proofed.

Topographic information showing existing and proposed ground elevations.

714.07. Appeals procedures for administrative decisions regarding Flood Hazard District requirements.

1.

Appeals. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Floodplain Administrator with respect to the
provisions of this Section 714 may appeal to the BZA. Any such appeal shall be filed, in writing,
within thirty (30) days after the date of the decision by the Floodplain Administrator. Upon
receipt of an appeal, the BZA shall set a time and place for hearing the appeal, which shall be
not less than ten (10) nor more than thirty (30) days from the date of the receipt of the appeal.
Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given to:all parties. The determination by the
BZA shall be final in all cases.

Appeals Seeking a Variance. In deciding appeals: seeking a variance to the requirements
imposed by this Section 714, the BZA shall address the following factors:

a. The repair or rehabilitation of historic structures will depend upon a determination that the
proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a
historic structure and the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic
character and design of the structure

b. The danger to life and property due to increased flood heights or ‘velocities caused by
encroachments. No variance shall be granted for any proposed use; development or
activity within the Floodway District that will cause any increase in flood levels during the
one hundred (100) year flood.

c. The danger that materials may be swept on to other lande or downstream to the injury of
others.

d. The proposed water supply and sanitation systems and the ability of these systems to
prevent disease, contamination and unsanatary conditions.

e. The susceptibility of the proposed structure or facility and its contents to flood damage, and
the effect of such damage on the individual owners.

f. .The u_nportance of the secwces provided by the proposed structure or facility.

g The'requem‘ents of the structure or facility for a waterfront location.

b, The availability of alterﬁaiiy_e locations not subject to flooding for the proposed use.

i. The compatibility of the "p%oposed use with existing development and development
anticipated in the foreseeable future.

j.  The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and flood plain
management program for the area.

k. The safety of acces's'-ié the property in time of flood of ordinary and emergency vehicles.

|.  The expected ah‘ei:'gﬁts, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the flood
waters expected at the site.

The BZA may refer any application and accompanying documentation pertaining to any request for
variance to any engineer or other qualified person or agency for technical assistance in evaluating
the proposed project in relation to flood heights and velocities and adequacy of the plans for
protection and other related matters.

3.

Granting of Variance. Variances shall be granted only if the BZA has determined: (i) that the
variance constitutes the minimum relief to any exceptional hardship; and (i) that the granting of
the variance will not result in: (a) unacceptable or prohibited increases in flood heights; (b)
additional threats to public safety; (c) extraordinary public expense; (d) create nuisances; (e)
cause fraud or victimization of the public; or (f) conflict with County Code.



The BZA shall notify the applicant for a variance in writing that the granting of a variance to construct
below the one hundred (100) year flood evaluation increases risks to life and property and will result
in increased premium rates for flood insurance.

A record of the above notification, as well as all actions on the requested variances, including justification
for their issuance, shall be maintained by the Floodplain Administrator. Any variances which are
granted shall be noted in the annual report submitted to the Federal Insurance Administration.

Establishing the Boundaries of Areas within the Flood Hazard Overlay District

714.08. Use and Interpretation of FIRMs . The Floodplain Administrator shall make interpretations, where
needed, as to the exact location of special flood hazard areas, floodplain boundaries, and floodway
boundaries. Should a dispute arise concerning the boundaries of any of the districts, the BZA shall
make the necessary determination in accordance with the provision of subsection 714.07.

The following shall apply to the use and interpretation of FIRM_'sffand'-da_ta:

1. Where field-surveyed topography indicates that ground elevations:

a. Are below the base flood elevation, even-in areas not delineated as a special flood hazard
area on a FIRM, the area shall be conmdered as special flood hazard area and subject to
the requirements of this Section 714;" :

b. Are above the base flood elevation, the area shall be regulated as specual flood hazard
area unless the applicant obtains a Letter of Map Change that removes the area from the
special flood hazard area. ;

2. In FEMA-identified special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation and floodway data
have not been identified, and in"areas where. FEMA has not identified special flood hazard
areas, any other flood hazard data available from a Federal, State, or other source shall be
reviewed and reasonably used. :

3. Base flood elevations and_demgnated'ﬂoo'dway boundaries on FIRMs and in FISs shall take
precedence over base flood elevations and floodway boundaries by any other sources if such
sources show reduced floodway widths or lower base flood elevations.

4.  Other sources of data shall be reasonably used if such sources show increased base flood
elevations or larger floodway areas than are shown on FIRMs and in FISs.

5. If a Preliminary Flood Insura_r,lg_e Rate Map or a Preliminary Flood Insurance Study has been
'prowded by FEMA:"

a. 'Upon the issuance of a Letter of Final Determination by FEMA, the preliminary flood
hazard data shall be used and shall replace the flood hazard data previously provided from
FEMA for the purpos'éjs of administering these regulations.

b.  Prior to the:issuance of a Letter of Final Determination by FEMA, the use of preliminary
flood hazard data shall be deemed the best available data and be used where no base
flood elevations or floodway areas are provided on the effective FIRM.

c. Prior to the issuance of a Letter of Final Determination by FEMA, the use of preliminary
flood hazard data is permitted where the preliminary base flood elevations or floodway
areas exceed the base flood elevations or designated floodway widths in existing flood
hazard data provided by FEMA. Such preliminary data may be subject to change or appeal
to FEMA,

714.09. Establishment of floodplain districts . The various floodplain districts shall include special flood
hazard areas. The basis for the delineation of these districts shall be the FIS and FIRMs for Amherst
County prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and Federal Insurance
Administration, dated September 19, 2007, and any subsequent revisions or amendments thereto.
The boundaries of the Special Flood Hazard Area and Floodplain Districts are established as shown



on the FIRM which is incorporated in this Section 714, and which shall be kept on file at the offices of
the Floodplain Administrator.

In addition, Amherst County may identify and regulate new local flood hazard or ponding areas. These
areas may be delineated on a "Local Flood Hazard Map" using the best available topographic data
and locally derived information such as flood of record, historic high water marks or approximate
study methodologies.

1.

The Floodway District (FW) is delineated for purpose of this Section 714, using the criteria that a
certain area within the flood plain must be capable of carrying the waters of the one hundred
(100) year flood without increasing the water surface elevation of that flood more than one (1)
foot at any point. These areas included in this district are.specifically defined in the FIS and
shown on the flood boundary and floodway map.

The Special Floodplain District (SFD) shall be those ;areas identified as an AE Zone on the
maps accompanying the FIS for which one (1) percent annual chance flood elevations have
been provided and the floodway has not been delineated.

The Approximated Flood Plain District (AFP) shall be that floodplain area for which no detailed
flood profiles or elevations are provided, but where a one hundred (100) year floodplain
boundary has been approximated on the FIRMs. Such areas are shown.as Zone A on the maps
accompanying the FIS. For these areas, the one (1) percent annual chance flood elevations and
floodway information from federal, state, and other acceptable sources shall be used, when
available. Where the specific one hundred (100) year elevation cannot be determined for this
area using other sources of data; such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Plain
Information Reports and U.S. Geologrcal Survey Flood Prone Quadrangles, then the application
for the proposed use, development or activity shall determine this elevation in accordance with
hydrologic and engineering techniques. Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses shall be undertaken
only by professional.engineers or others of demonstrated qualifications who shall certify that the
technical methods used;. correctly reflect currently -accepted technical concepts. Studies,
analyses and computations shall be submltted in sufﬂCtenl detail to allow a thorough review by
the Floodplain Administrator.

714.10. District boundary ‘changes . The County may revise the boundaries of any of the flood plain
districts in.cases where base flood ‘elevations may have increased or decreased resulting from
physical changes affecting: ﬂoodlng conditions. As soon as practicable, but no later than six (6)
months after the date.such information becomes available, the County shall notify FEMA of the
changes by submitting supporting technical or scientific data. Upon confirmation of those physical
changes. affecting flooding condltlons risk premium rates and flood plain management requirements
may be adjusted. 2

Standards Applicable to Development

714.11. General Standards . The followmg standards shall apply to all development undertaken pursuant
to the requirements of thiS Secteon 714;

1.

New construction and.-‘substantlal improvements shall be constructed in accordance with the
USBC and this ordinance, including being properly anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or
lateral movement of the structure.

Standards for residential construction: New construction or substantial improvement of any
residential structure, including manufactured homes, shall have the lowest floor, including
basement, elevated one (1) foot above base-flood elevation.

Manufactured homes shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral movement.
Methods of anchoring may include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame ties to
ground anchors. This standard shall be in addition to and consistent with applicable State
anchoring requirements for resisting wind forces.



10.

New construction and substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials and utility
equipment resistant to flood damage.

New construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods and practices
that minimize flood damage.

Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment and other service facilities,
including duct work, shall be designed or located so as to prevent water from entering or
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding.

New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters into the system.

New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
infiltration of flood waters into the systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters.

On-site waste disposal systems shall be located and constructed to avoid impairment to them or
contamination from them during flooding.

Historic structures undergoing repair or rehabilitation that would constitute a substantial
improvement as defined here in shall comp!‘y with all requirements of this Section 714 that do
not preclude the structure's continued deslgnatlon as a historic structure. Documentation that a
specific requirement of County Code will cause removal of the structure from the National
Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic places must be obtained from the
Secretary of the Interior or the State Historic Preservation Officer. Any exemption from the
requirements of County Code ‘will be the minimum: necessary to preserve the historic character
and design of the structure.

714.12. Specific Standards. In all spec:lai ﬂood hazard areas where base flood elevations have been
provided in the FIS or generated by a certlﬂed professu)nal the followmg provisions shall apply:

1.

Standards for exsstlng structures: The substantlal damage or lmprovement of any structure shall
require full compliance wath the following. prowsmns '

a. Existing’ structures or Uses Iocated |n the Floodway District shall not be expanded or
enlarged unless it has been demonstrated through hydrologic and hydraulic analyses
performed in accordance with standard engineering practices that the proposed expansion

; would not result’in. any increase in.the base flood elevation.

b Any mod:ﬂca_tlon, alteration, repalr,;;.;rgconstructaon or improvement of any kind to a

structure or use;.regardiess of its location in a flood plain district, to an extent or amount of
less than fifty (50). percent of its market value shall be elevated or flood-proofed to the
greatest extent poss&ble and shall conform to the Virginia USBC.

c. The modlftcatlon alteratlon repair, reconstruction or improvement of any kind to a structure
or use, regardless of its location within the Flood Hazard Overlay District, to an extent or
amount of:fifty (50 _percent or more of its market value shall be undertaken only in full
compliance with the provisions of this Section 714, and the entire structure shall conform to
the requirements of the USBC.

Standards for non-residential construction: New construction or substantial improvement of any
commercial, industrial, or non-residential building shall have the lowest floor, including
basement, elevated one (1) foot above base-flood elevation. Buildings located in all A1-30, AE,
and AH zones may be flood-proofed in lieu of being elevated provided that all areas of the
building components below the elevation corresponding to the BFE plus one (1) foot are water
tight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water, and use structural
components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effect
of buoyancy. A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the standards of
this subsection are satisfied. Such certification, including the specific elevation in relation to
mean sea level to which such structures are flood-proofed, shall be maintained by the
Floodplain Administrator.



3. Fully enclosed areas of new construction or substantially improved structures, which are below
the regulatory flood protection elevation shall:

a.

Not be designed or used for human habitation, but shall only be used for parking of
vehicles, building access, or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in connection
with the premises. Access to the enclosed area shall be the minimum necessary to allow
for parking of vehicles (garage door) or limited storage of maintenance equipment
(standard exterior door), or entry to the living area (stairway or elevator).

Be constructed entirely of flood resistant materials below the regulatory flood protection
elevation;

Include, in Zones A and AE measures to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on
walls by allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters. To meet this requirement, the
openings must either be certified by a professnonai ‘engineer or architect or meet the
following minimum design criteria: :

i. Provide a minimum of two (2) openings on dlfferent sides of each enclosed area
subject to flooding.

i. The total net area of all openings must be at least one (1) square inch for each square
foot of enclosed area subject to flooding. ‘

ii. If a building has more than one (1 ) enclosed area, each area must have openings to
allow floodwaters to automatically entér and exit.

iv. The bottom of all requ;red openings shall be no higher than one (1) foot above the
adjacent grade. ;

v. Openings may be eduipped'-vﬁth. _screens,"l'o'u;vers, or other opening coverings or
devices, provided they permit the automatic flow of floodwaters in both directions.

vi. Foundation enclosures made of flexible skirting are not considered enclosures for
purposes of this Section 714, ‘and; therefore, do_not require openings. Masonry or
wood underpinning, regardless of structural status, is considered an enclosure and
requires opemngs as outlined above.

4. Standards for Manufactured Homes and Recreatlonal Vehicles:

a-':'"

_AH manufactured homes placed or substantially improved: (i) on individual lots or parcels,

(i) in expansions to existing manufactured home parks or subdivisions, and (iii) in a new or
existing manufactured ‘home park or “subdivision, in which a manufactured home has
incurred substantial damage:as the result of a flood, must meet all the requirements for

- new construction, ‘including all applicable elevation and anchoring requirements

established by the USBC and this ordinance.
All recreational vehncles placed on sites must:
i. Beon the site for fewer than one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days;

i. Be fully l;ce_need and ready for highway use such that it is on its wheels or a jacking
system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect type utilities and security
devices, and has no permanently attached additions; or

ii. Meet all the applicable building code requirements for manufactured homes.

5. Standards for utilities and facilities:

a.

Sanitary sewer facilities. All new replacement sanitary sewer facilities and private package
sewage treatment plants, including all pumping stations of flood waters into the systems
and discharges from the systems into the flood waters, shall be located and constructed to
minimize or eliminate flood damage and impairments.



Water facilities. All new or replacement facilities shall be designed to minimize or eliminate
flood damages.

Drainage facilities. All storm drainage facilities shall be designed to convey the flow of
surface water without damage to persons or property. The system shall be structured to
direct drainage away from buildings and on-site waste disposal sites. The Floodplain
Administrator may require a primarily underground system to accommodate larger, less
frequent floods.

Utilities. All utilities such as gas lines, electrical and telephone systems shall be located,
elevated (if possible), and constructed to minimize the chance of impairment during a
flooding occurrence.

Streets and sidewalks. Streets and sidewalks shall be designed to minimize their potential
for increasing and aggravating the levels of flood flow. Drainage openings shall be
designed to sufficiently discharge flood flows without unduly increasing flood heights.

714.14. Elevation and Construction Standards.

In all identified flood hazard areas where base flood elevations have been provided in the FIS or
generated by a certified professional, the following provisions shall apply:.

Residential Construction

New construction or substantial improvement of any reé'iden_t_ial,._zs‘tir'ubt'ure (including manufactured homes)
in Zones A1-30, AE, AH and A:with detailed base flood elevations shall have the lowest floor,
including basement, elevated at least one (1) foot above the base flood level.

Non-Residential Construction

New construction or substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial; or non-residential building (or
manufactured home) shall have:the lowest floor, including basement, elevated at least one (1) foot
above the base flood elevation. Buildings Iocated in all A1-30, AE, and AH zones may be flood-
proofed in lieu of being elevated provided that all areas of the building components below the
elevation corresponding to the. BFE plus one (1) foot are water tight with walls substantially
impermeable.to the passage: ﬁf wa{er .and use structural components having the capability of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic ioads and the: effect of buoyancy. A registered professional
engineer or architect. shall “certify that the standards of this subsection are satisfied. Such
certification, including the specific elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which such structures
are flood-proofed, shall be maintained by the Floodplain Administrator.

714.15. Standards for Subdivisioh"-_Rroposalé: 2

T

All subdi\'ﬁgi’gn proposals ‘shall have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical
and water s"y’étems located and constructed to minimize flood damage;

All subdivision proposa!s 'shall have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood
hazards; and

Base flood elevation data shall be obtained from other sources or developed using detailed
methodologies comparable to those contained in a FIS for subdivision proposals and other
proposed development proposals (including manufactured home parks and subdivisions) that
exceed fifty (50) lots or five (5) acres, whichever is the lesser.

Development Activities by District

714.16 Floodway District activities. The following provisions shall apply within the Floodway District:

1.

Within any floodway area, no encroachments including fill, new construction, substantial
improvements, or other development shall be permitted unless it has been demonstrated



through hydrologic and hydraulic analysis performed in accordance with standard engineering
practice, that the proposed encroachment will not result in any increase in flood levels during
the occurrence of the base flood discharge. Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses shall be
undertaken only by professional engineers or others of demonstrated qualifications, who shall
certify that the technical methods used correctly reflect currently-accepted technical concepts.
All studies, analyses, computations, and other supporting documentation shall be submitted in
sufficient detail to allow a thorough review by the Floodplain Administrator.

Development activities which increase the water surface elevation of the base flood may be
allowed, provided that the applicant first applies, with Amherst County's endorsement, for a
conditional Flood Insurance Rate Map and floodway revision, and receives FEMA approval.

The placement of manufactured homes is prohibited, except.in an existing manufactured home
park. A replacement manufactured home may be placed on a lot provided anchoring, elevation,
and encroachment standards are met. SR

714.17. Prohibited uses in the Floodway District . The followiﬁg’~.?3;tkuctu.(es and uses are hereby prohibited
in the Floodway District: iy ;

1.
2.

4.
5 = -
714.18. Approximated Floodplain District Activities. __.Théfféf_tdwing provisions shall apply within the

Structures designed or used for human habiié-tio‘n.

The storage or processing of materials thé_t are pollutants, buoyant,-{,fi_ammable, poisonous, or
explosive, or which otherwise could be injurious to human_,‘animal or plantlife in time of flooding
or that has high flood damage potential. ' i W

Garbage and waste disposal facilities including any further encroachment upon the floodway at
existing sites. . '

Placement of fill material.

Permanent structures.

Approximated Floodplain District:

1.

The lowest floor shall be ele_'véted to or abﬁ.@e the base flood level of one (1) foot above base-
flood elevation. During the permitting process, the Floodplain Administrator shall obtain:

a.  The elevation of'*’fﬁea_ilowesft‘ﬂo‘or;‘,includi:ng the basement, of all new and substantially
" improved structures; . : '

" b The hydrologic and hydraulic study; and ;

c. If.the structure ha'__sf been fldoi’;f%pr_oofed in accordance with the requirements of this Section
714, the elevation in relation to mean sea level to which the structure has been flood-
proofed. G

Base flood elévation data shall be obtained from other sources or developed using detailed
methodologies comparable to those contained in a Flood Insurance Study for subdivision
proposals and other -pr’p‘{)c’)sed development proposals, including manufactured home parks and
subdivisions, that exceed fifty (50) lots or five (5) acres, whichever is the lesser.

714.19. Special exceptions within the Approximated Flood Plain District . The following uses may be
permitted as special exceptions:

dr

Single-family dwelling, two-family dwelling and multi-family dwelling consisting of no more than
four (4) units which are constructed, altered or moved so that the elevation of the lowest floor,
including the basement, shall be at least one (1) foot above base flood elevation. Such
structures shall have a means of ingress and egress to land outside the floodplain which is
above the regulatory base flood elevation. The means of pedestrian ingress and egress shall be
a minimum of fifteen (15) feet wide, or five (5) feet wide if equipped with handrails or other



safety features. Such structures will also have a means of ingress and egress to land outside
the floodplain for emergency vehicles.

2.  Commercial uses: New construction of, and substantial improvements to, commercial structures
which are elevated to a point above the one hundred (100) year flood level. Accessory land
uses such as yards, parking areas, and railroad tracks may be placed at lower elevations.

3. Manufacturing and industrial uses: New construction and substantial improvement of
manufacturing and industrial structures which are situated one (1) foot above the base flood
elevation, or adequately flood-proof in accordance with the requirements of this Section 714.
Accessory land uses such as yards and parking areas may be at lower elevations. In
considering permit applications, the County shall give due consideration to needs of industry
whose business requires that it be located in flood plain areas, or which presently exist in
floodplain area and for whom failure to make improvements to their industrial processes would
cause major employment and economic hardships for.employees and the community.

4.  Utilities, railroads, streets, bridges, public utility facilities, roads, railroad tracks, and bridges
which are constructed so as not to increase the regulatory flood stage more than one (1) foot in
any one (1) reach or for the cumulative effect of several reaches and will be compatible with
local comprehensive floodplain development plans.

5. Storage of materials: Storage of materials that are pollutants, buoyant, flammable, explosive, or
which otherwise could be injurious to human, animal or plant life in time of flooding or that have
high flood damage potential shall be stored one.(1) foot above the flood protection elevation,
flood-proofed, or protected by structural measures: consistent with the standards set forth
herein.

6. Sanitary waste treatment ahd diSpo.sa_l: No ne'\;d;i'-. _construction, addition or substantial
improvements to existing sanitary sewer facilities will be allowed unless emergency plans and
procedures for action to be taken in the event of flooding are prepared, filed with, and approved
by the State Board of Health. These emergency plans and procedures must show in detail steps
taken against the: posmble ‘introduction of any pollutants or toxins into the flood waters. There
shall be no disposal of garbage or SO|Id waste material-within the Approximated Flood Plain
District. i ;

7. All manufactured homes placed or substantlal!y improved: (i) on individual lots or parcels, (ii) in
expansnons to emstlng manufactured home parks or subdivisions, and (iii) in a new or existing
manufactured home park or subdivision;. in" which a manufactured home has incurred
substantial damage as the wresult of a flood, must meet all the requirements for new
‘construction, including all applicable elevation and anchoring requirements established by the
USBC.

8. All mantfactured homézs"'placed or substantially improved, in an existing manufactured home
park or subdivision where no manufactured home has incurred substantial damage as a result
of flooding must be elevated so that:

a. The Iowest.-:ﬂpor of the manufactured home is elevated no lower than one (1) foot above
the base flood elevation; or

b. The manufactﬁfed home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation
elements of at least an equivalent strength, of no less than one (1) foot above base flood
elevation; and

¢. The manufactured home must be securely anchored to the adequately anchored
foundation system to resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement.

714.20. Special Floodplain District. The following provisions shall apply within the Special Floodplain
District:



1. Until a regulatory floodway is designated, no new construction, substantial improvements, or
other development (including fill) shall be permitted within the areas of special flood hazard,
designated as Zones A1-30 and AE on the Flood Insurance Rate Map.

2. Development activities in Zones Al-30, AE, and AH, on Amherst County's Flood Insurance Rate
Map which increase the water surface elevation of the base flood by more than one (1) foot may
be allowed, provided that the applicant first applies, with Amherst County's endorsement, for a
conditional Flood Insurance Rate Map revision, and receives the approval of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

714.21. Penalty for violations. Any person who fails to comply with any of the requirements or provisions
of this Section 714, shall be subject to the provisions of Section 1002 of Appendix A to the Amherst
County Code.

In addition, all other actions are hereby reserved, including an action in equity for the proper enforcement
of this article. The imposition of a fine or penalty for any violation or noncompliance with this article
shall not excuse the violation or noncompliance, or permit it to continue. All persons in conflict with
Section 714 shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or noncompliances within a
reasonable time. Any structure constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, altered or relocated in
noncompliance with this section may be declared to be a public nuisance by the Building Official and
shall be abatable as such.

(Ord. No. 2017-0002, § 1, 4-18-17)






302. - Specific definitions.

Accessory building, use or structure . A building, use or structure on the same lot with, and of a
nature customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principal use or structure. Examples of accessory
uses are private garages, storage sheds, playhouses, swimming pools, detached decks, amateur radio
towers per Section 919.02(B), wireless broadband facilities having towers or support structures sixty (60)
or fewer feet in height in the A-1 Agricultural Residential District, and forty (40) or fewer feet in height in all
other districts in which accessory structures are permitted, and in the A-1 zoning district only, living
quarters of persons employed on the premises.

The term "accessory building, use or structure” shall not include fences, dog pens, satellite dish
antennas, clotheslines, heat pumps, or other similar structures.

Administrator, zoning. An official charged with the enforcemeh__t‘ of the zoning ordinance. He may be
an appointed or elected official who is designated for the position by formal resolution of the board of
supervisors. P

Adult book store. An establishment having as more than twenty (20).percent of the items of its stock-
in-trade: books, magazine, other periodicals, videotapes, computer disks, CD-ROMs, DVD-ROMs, virtual
reality devices or similar media, which are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter
depicting, describing or related to "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas.”

Adult entertainment establishment. Any regul'atéd use such:as an adult book/video store, adult
motion picture theater, massage parlor, strip lounges. L :

Adult motion picture theater. Any commercial establishment used on a regular basis for presenting
material distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on“matter depicting, describing or related to
"specified sexual activities or specified anatom i'ca}\areas" for observation by patrons.

Agricultural animals. All livestock and poultry.

Agriculture. The tilling of the 'soil, the raising of crops, horticulture, and gardening, including the
keeping of animals and fowl, andincluding agricultural industry or business, such as dairies and similar
uses. : \ o

Agriculture products. Those prod‘uﬁds used for blaqting and harvesting crops or plant growth of any
kind in the open,.pasture, horticulture, dairying, floriculture, or raising poultry and/or livestock.

Ag(itouriémi Aﬁ’y:-e‘;'c_tivity carfiédssout ona "fé'rrj'n.,vor ranch that allows members of the general public, for
recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy farming or ranching activities,
including wine-making and 'ha;ye_sting,wi,tﬂout regard for whether the participant paid to participate in the
activity. S TN

Alley. A baS's,age or way d'ﬁeh.. to the 'p"t‘fblic or for private travel, generally affording a secondary
vehicular access 10 abutting lots or upon which service entrances or buildings abut, and not intended for
general traffic. i

Amusement enterp’ffse.._‘Any-;i'hd_()or or outdoor place that is primarily maintained or operated for the
amusement, patronage, or recreation of the public to include any coin-controlled amusement device of
any description, such as video arcades, pinball amusements, pool tables, miniature golf courses and/or
driving ranges; bowling alleys, and other incidental activities such as darts.

Animal livestock unit. One (1) animal livestock unit equals one thousand (1,000) pounds of live
weight for any animal or group of animals.

Animal shelter. A facility, other than a private residential dwelling and its surrounding grounds, that is
used to house or contain animals and that is owned, operated, or maintained by a non-governmental
entity including, but not limited to, a humane society, animal welfare organization, Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, or any other organization operating for the purpose of finding permanent
adoptive homes for animals, whether or not supported, in whole or in part, by Amherst County.



Antique and gift shops. A commercial establishment which is used primarily for the indoor display
and retail sale of merchandise, primarily furniture, silverware, glassware and other curios and collectibles,
the value of which is derived from age, rarity and materials of such items and/or the workmanship of a
particular historic period; flea markets and furniture stores shall not be included.

Apartment. A unit in multi-family dwellings providing a dwelling for a single-family in which separate
access to the outside is usually not provided, and in which the major orientation of the unit is horizontal
rather than vertical; or any condominium unit of similar physical character, appearance and structure.

Arena. An enclosed or partially enclosed area used for public entertainment, of permanent
construction having permanent electrical and plumbing improvements and adequate parking.

Auction house. A structure or enclosure where goods are sold by auction.

Auditorium. A room, hall, or building used for public gathering_s-,. of permanent construction having
permanent electrical and plumbing improvements and adequate parking.

Automobile rental/leasing establishment. Rental of automobiles and light trucks and vans, including
incidental parking and servicing of vehicles for rent or |lease: Typlcal uses include auto rental agencies
and taxicab dispatch areas. ;

Automobile sales, used. Storage and display. for sale of more than two (2) previously owned motor
vehicles or any type of unoccupied trailer, and where repalr on body work is mc:dentai to the operation of
the new or used vehicle sales. :

Automobile service station. Any area of land, including-__stru;(;tures thereon, used fpr_ the retail sale of
gasoline or oil, automobile accessories, and incidental services including facilities for lubricating, hand
washing and cleaning, or otherwise Ser\ncnng automoblles but excluding painting, major repair, or
automatic washing. &

Automotive parts stores. Stores selhng new automotwe parts, tires and accessories. Does not
include tire recapping establushments :

Automotive repair: garage. A facmty for the general repalr rebuuldmg or reconditioning of engines,
motor vehicles, or trailers, or prowdmg collision serwces including body, frame, or fender repair and
overall painting. A

Aviation facilities, pnvafe’”'Any area of land used or.intended for the arrival and departure of aircraft
for personal use of the. tenant, guest or owner-of the site, not available for public use or commercial
operations.: “Aircraft” mctudes hehcopters all flxed-wmg planes and gliders. "Aircraft" does not include
hang gliders :

Bakery A place for preparmg cooking, bakmg and selling of products on the premises.

Banks. A financial institute that is open to the public and engaged in deposit banking, and that
performs closely® related funchons such as making loans, investments and fiduciary activities, with or
without a drive up wmdow

Base map. A document on whlch property lines are depicted to the most accurate scale available.

Bed and breakfast ledgmg A single-family dwelling containing sleeping and breakfast
accommodations as an accessory use to the principal use. Such lodging shall have no more than five (5)
room accommodations for transient persons and wherein a charge is normally paid for such
accommodations.

Best management practice (BMP). Best management practices are an approved practice or
combination of practices, that is determined by a state and/or designated area wide planning agency to
be the most effective, practicable means of preventing or reducing the amount of pollution generated by
nonpoint sources of pollution to a level compatible with water quality goals. Such agencies shall include
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation,
the Robert E. Lee Soil and Water Conservation District and the Virginia Division of Forestry.

Biosolids. Sewage sludge that has received an established treatment for required pathogen control
and is treated or managed to reduce vector attraction to a satisfactory level and contains acceptable



levels of pollutants, such that it is acceptable for use for land application, marketing or distribution in
accordance with state law and regulations.

Biosolids, storage. Any facility designed to store biosolids for a period of time. Such facilities include,
but are not limited to: above ground or underground storage tanks, silos, ponds, lagoons and other
holding devices.

Board of appeals. The Amherst County Board of Zoning Appeals as established under this
ordinance.

Board of supervisors. The Board of Supervisors of Amherst County, Virginia; the governing bodly.

Boat. Any vehicle designed for travel on water, not exceeding thirty-five (35) feet in body length and
nine (9) feet in width. 3

Brewery . A facility for the production and packaging of. _bévéféges of low alcoholic content for
distribution, retail, or wholesale, on or off premise. The development may include other uses such as a
restaurant as otherwise allowed in the zoning district. S

Buffering or screening. Any device or natural growth; or a combination thereof, which shall serve as
a barrier to vision or noise between adjoining properties wherever required by this ordinance. Whenever
used for screening or buffering purposes "natural growth" shall be taken to mean evergreen trees, bushes
and shrubbery. '

Buildable area. The area of a lot remaining after required yards; open spaces, parking, loading and
access areas have been provided. :

Building. Any structure designed or 'ih:féfjded for suppor’t-,'fi-{ejr_jé!c')sure, shelter, or protection of persons,
animals, chattels or property. ‘ : L

Building, height of. The vertical distance measured from the level.of approved street grade opposite
the middle of the front of the building to the highest point-of roof surface of a flat roof; to the deck line of a
mansard roof; and to the.mean height level between eaves arid.ridge of & gable, hip or gambrel roof; in
the case of a building:set back from.the street line thirty-five (35).feet or more, the building height is
measured from the average elevation of finished' ground surface along the front of the building; and on
corner lots exceeding twenty, thousand (20,000) square feet in area, the height of the building may be
measured from either adjoining.curb grade. :

Buildfqg'.sm_:s_pg{jiqr; The bu:fdfng offitffal-.,;épointe&_by the board of supervisors to administer and
enforce the provisions of the county building code, or:his designated representative or agent.

Building, main. A building.in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on which said
building is situated. L

Building materials dealer. A business that provides goods and materials for the building of structures
such as dwellings and commercial buildings for contractors and trade people, to include storage and
potential delivery of items. :

Building permit. A'-ﬁé;_mit which'is issued by the building inspector before a building or structure is
started, improved, enlarged or-altered as proof that such action is in compliance with the county building
code. L

Bulk storage. Above-ground storage of liquid in excess of one thousand five hundred (1,500) gallons.

Cabinet making shop. A place where various woodworking skills are used to create cabinets,
shelving, and furniture for sale and wholesale.

Call center. A structure in which mail-order catalog companies, telemarketing companies, computer
product help desks, and other entities that provide sales or services by telephone screen, forward, and
log a high volume of customer and other telephone calls simultaneously, usually with the aid of computer
automation.

Car wash. Any area of land including structures thereon that is used or designed to be used for the
washing, cleaning or waxing of automobile or other vehicles which may utilize a chain or other conveyor



and blower or steam-cleaning device; provided, that such washing or cleaning is performed within a
complete enclosed structure, and there shall be no maintenance or repair of vehicles.

Caregiver. An adult who provides care for a mentally or physically impaired person within the
commonwealth. A caregiver shall be either related by blood, marriage, or adoption to, or be the legally
appointed guardian of, the mentally or physically impaired person for whom he is caring.

Carport . An accessory structure constructed on movable framing for the shelter of private passenger
vehicles.

Catering establishments. An establishment in which the principle use is the preparation of food and
meals on the premises, and where food and meals are delivered to another location for consumption.

Cemetery. A privately or church owned and/or operated place for burial of the dead where lots may
be sold and perpetual care of the graves is furnished.

Church. A building wherein persons regularly assemble for religious worship and which is maintained
and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain publlc worshlp, together with uses customarily
associated with such a primary use.

Circuit court. The Circuit Court of Amherst County, Vrrgrma

Civic organization meeting facility. A centrallzed meet:ng facility for the pursurt of civic activities and
community functions. ;

Clinic, substance abuse treatment . Structures and land at which one (-1') or more licensed
practitioners render examination and. treatment of patients for alcohol or drug abuse solely on an
outpatient basis. 4 o

Club, health . A facility at which people use equupment or space for the purpose of physical exercise.

Club, hunt. Buildings, facilities, and property owned or.leased and operated by a business or club for
the purposes of hunter -education, hunting, -or harvesting. game. The club may offer overnight
accommodation. Such clubs sshall not.be operated prlmarrly fora proflt g

Clubs and Iodges. An organlzatrpn and its' ;premrses caterlng exclusively to members and their
guests for social, intellectual;.recreational or athletic'purposes that are conducted for profit.

Club, private. An establishment operated for the social, education, or recreation benefit of the
members thereof in which no enterpnse is conducted except for the convenience of the members thereof
and their: guests

Cold- storage plants. A place where good and products are processed in a cold environment to be
stored, shlpped or sold wholesa{

College. Aninstitution other than a trade school that provides full-time or part-time education beyond
primary and secondary education programs and schools.

Combined access drive . A p;"ately constructed driveway, owned and maintained in accordance
with Section 1301.07(3) herein, ch provides a means of vehicular access to more than one (1) parcel
of land having frontage on' a_U Highway or primary highway.

Commercial. A wholesate; retail, or service business activity established to carry on trade for a profit.
Commission. The planning commission of Amherst County, Virginia.

Community center. A place, structure, area, or other facility used for and providing religious,
fraternal, social, or recreational programs generally open to the public and designed to accommodate and
serve significant segments of the community.

Companion animals. Any domestic or feral dog, domestic or feral cat, nonhuman primate, guinea pig,
hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic or native animal, reptile, exotic or native bird, or
any feral animal or any animal under the care, custody, or ownership of a person, or that is bought, sold,
traded, or bartered by any person. Agricultural animals, game species, or any animals regulated under
federal law as research animals are not companion animals.



Condominium. A single unit in a multiple unit residential or commercial structure that is offered for
sale and shall be part of a condominium project with general common elements as defined in Section 55-
79.41, Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended.

Confined livestock facility (CLF). A feed lot in which more than one hundred (100) animal livestock
units are confined and fed. A CLF includes the waste storage facility.

Container, liquefied petroleum gas. A vessel, such as a tank, cylinder or drum used for storage of
liquefied petroleum gas composed predominately of propane, propylene, butanes or butylenes, or
mixtures thereof that are gaseous under normal conditions, but are capable of being liquefied under
moderate pressure at normal temperatures.

Contractor facility. An establishment, including an office building, used for the outdoor repair,
maintenance, or storage of contractor's vehicles, equipment, or materials.

Corporate office. One (1) or more structures housing a 'cbmpany's internal office administration
services and not supplying direct customer service, such as a corporation's headquarters or regional
office. :

Country club. Any partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or other entity whether or not
operated for profit, organized and operated to provide facilities for dining, golf..tennis and swimming to its
private self-perpetuating membership. S :

County. Amherst County, Virginia. :
County administrator. The county administrator of Amherst County, Virginia.

County building code. The Virgin_iié-::fi{lmform Statewid’ei-p'iiding Code adopted by the board of
supervisors on August 30, 1973, and any amendments thereto.

County comprehensive plan. A document pre‘p’éa’féd and adopté‘d. in accordance with Sections 15.1-
446.1 through 15.1-457, Code of Virginia, 11950, as amended, 'fqr the purpose of guiding and
accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the county.

Cul-de-sac. A street with only dn’e (1) outlet terminating in a“C‘ir'C‘ular turning area.

Dam break inundation:zone . Thfé area dowhstr_éam of a dam that would be inundated or would
sustain other damages as a result of the dam's failure.

Dance h__afi.r A buiilding open to the "Qéher_é].‘__public“fq,r‘ purpose of providing a place for dancing and
where an’-‘-‘admission“i's'."c_harged for the purpose of:making a profit, except when sponsored by civic,

charitable or non-profit groups.:

Data "cz-;{n_ter. A structure housing computer systems and associated components such as
telecommunications and storage systems, including redundant or backup power supplies, redundant data
communications: connections, environmental controls such as air conditioning or fire suppression, and
security devices.

Day care center..""'}i\_:‘fa_ciiity opéfated for the purpose of providing care, protection and guidance to a
group of children separated-f{om_thew parents or guardians during part of the day only, and meeting the
licensing requirements for child care centers of Section 63.1-196 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as
amended. :

Development. A tract of land developed or to be developed as a unit under single ownership of
unified control which is to be used for any business or industrial purpose, or is to contain five (5) or more
residential dwelling units. The term "development” shall not be construed to include any property which
will be principally devoted to agricultural production.

Development review committee. A committee appointed by the board of supervisors comprised of
personnel from the Amherst County planning department, building inspections, service authority, health
department, Virginia Department of Transportation and other local, state and federal regulatory agencies
as required by law or whose membership is deemed advisable by the board of supervisors whose
purpose is to review development proposals in Amherst County. The development review committee shall
meet on a regular basis, once a month, at a time set by the zoning administrator or planning director.



Except as provided in section 1207 all development proposals shall be submitted to the development
review committee for review prior to approval of the proposal by any local, state or federal agency
required by law to approve any part of that proposal. The development review committee as a body shall
not have the authority to approve or disapprove proposals.

District. A section of Amherst County within which the zoning regulations are uniform.

Domestic use. Normal family or household use of water, including drinking, laundering, bathing,
cooking, heating, cleaning and flushing toilets.

Dormitories. A structure specifically designed for a long-term stay by students of a college,
university, or nonprofit organization for the purpose of providing rooms for sleeping purposes. A common
kitchen and some common gathering rooms for social purposes may also be provided.

Drain-field space. An area set aside and dedicated for use in: the absorption and evaporation of fluid
from an initial and/or existing on-site sewerage system.

Drug store. An establishment engaged in retail sale of preScrlptron drugs nonprescription medicines,
cosmetics, and related supplies.

Dry cleaning plant. A building, portion of a bqulng, or premises used or intended to be used for
cleaning fabrics, textiles, wearing apparel, or articles of any sort by rmmersron and agitation, or by
immersions only, in volatile solvents including, but not by way of limitation, solvents of the chlorinated
hydrocarbon type, and the process incidental thereto.: ; i

Dwelling. Any building or portion thereof which is desrgned for or used for resrdentral _purposes.

Dwelling, multi-family. A building des:gned for occupangy. exclusively by three (3) or more families
living independently of each other in three (3) or more dwelling unrts the term includes condominiums of
similar physical appearance, character and structure

Dwelling, short-term tourist rental of. The rental for. compensatlon of a dwelling for periods of less
than thirty (30) consecutive: days

Dwelling, single- famriy A burldmg desrgned for and when occupied, occupied exclusively by one (1)
family in a single dwelling unit.

Dwelling, two-family (duplex) A buildmg desrgned for occupancy exclusively by two (2) families living
independently of each other in two (2) dwelling units.

Dwelling unrt One (1) or more rooms in‘a resrdentral building or in a mixed building which are
arranged, designed, used or intended for use by one (1) family, and which include lawful cooking space
and lawful sanltary facilities reserved for the occupants thereof.

Easement ‘A grant by a property owner of the use of land for a specific purpose or purposes by the
general public, % corporatlon ora certaln person or persons.

Electric game center A place where electronic games can be played for amusement.

Emergency service. Emergency services include fire, police, rescue squads and other similar
activities. :

Engineer. An engineer re'gi"siered by the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Equipment facility. Equipment shelter or cabinet is a room, cabinet, or building used to house
equipment for utility or service providers.

Excavation contractor. A licensed contractor who participates in the process of altering the natural
(grade) elevation by cutting or filling the earth, or any activity by which soil or rock is cut, dug, quarried,
uncovered, removed, displaced or relocated.

FAA. The Federal Aviation Administration.

Family. One (1) or more persons occupying a single dwelling unit, provided that unless all members
are related by blood or marriage no such family shall contain more than five (5) persons, but further



provided that domestic servants employed on the premises may be housed on the premises without
being counted as a family or families.

Family day home. A child day program offered in the residence of the provider or the home of any of
the children in care for one (1) through twelve (12) children under the age of thirteen (13), exclusive of the
provider's own children and any children who reside in the home, where at least one (1) child receives
care for compensation. A family day home serving one (1) to five (5) children exclusive of the provider's
own children and any children who reside in the home is deemed a residential occupancy by a single
family.

Farm machinery display. A display of products used for planting and harvesting crops or plant growth
of any kind in the open.

Farm winery. An establishment licensed as a farm winery undler'-;_\}irginia Code, § 4.1-207.

Farm winery event. An event conducted at a farm winery: that constitutes agritourism or promotes
wine sales, including wine fairs; receptions where wine is sold or served; wine club meetings and
activities; wine tasting educational seminars; wine tasting: ?Iu_n'éheons-;.:;;business meetings and corporate
luncheons with a focus on selling wines; gatherings with'the purpose of promoting wine sales to the trade,
such as restaurants, distributors, and local chamber of commerce activities; winemakers' dinners where
wine is paired with food; agritourism promotions; and fundraisers and charity events.

Farmers' market. See Flea market. :
FCC. The Federal Communications Commission. =

Feed and seed store. An estabfishrﬁént__.engaged in retail sale of supplies directly related to the day-
to-day activities of agricultural production. :

Feed lot. An enclosure used for the concentrated:confinement and housing of animals and poultry; a
place for feeding and fattening animals; a ‘coop, or' fenced area where the surface of the ground has
become generally denuded: of :grass or other. ground cover due to animal activity. Pasture lands,
consisting of densely vegetated fields or hillsides, shall.not be interpreted to meet the definition of a feed
lot. v :

Feed mill. A facility where grains'r' and animal pr-'d:('i'ﬁcts are procéssed to make food for livestock and
other animals. This does not include the slaughter house.or livestock retaining facility.

Flea market. A building or open area in Wwhich stalls or sales areas are set aside, and rented or
otherwise provided, and which are intended for use:by various unrelated individuals to sell articles that
are either homemade, homegrown, handcrafted, old, obsolete, or antique, and may include the selling of
new or used:goods at retail by businesses or individuals who are generally engaged in retail trade.

Flag lot. An_individual lot which ha.‘é':,_._?:_s_fzee simple driveway strip ("pole") providing the primary
entrance from a street to the buildable area ("flag"). Flag lots are only permitted in the A-1 Agricultural
Residential District'.-;_'__- ]

Flood. A generai'l*fémporary .i'n_qhdation of lands not normally covered by water that are used or
usable by man. Concurrent mud slides shall be deemed to be included in this definition.

Flood hazard areas. Th'é;'-'ﬁﬁ'a%imum area of the flood plain which is likely to be flooded once every
one hundred (100) years or for which mud slides can be reasonably anticipated.

Flood, one hundred year. A flood that, on the average, is likely to occur once every one hundred
(100) years; that has one (1) percent chance of occurring each year, although the flood may occur in any
year.

Flood plain. An area, usually a relatively flat or low land area adjoining a river, stream, or
watercourse which is subject to partial or complete inundation; or an area subject to the unusual and
rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Flood proofing. A combination of structural provisions, changes or adjustments to properties and
structures subject to flooding required for new construction in the floodway by the county building code.



Floodway. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas required to carry
and discharge the waters of the one hundred (100) year flood.

Floor area. The sum of the gross areas of the several floors of a building or buildings measured from
the exterior faces of exterior walls or from the center lines of walls separating two (2) buildings. In
particular, floor area includes:

1.

8.

Basement space, except such space in a basement which has at least one-third ( 1/3 ) of its
height below curb level, and which is located in a residential building with not more than two (2)
stories entirely above curb level;

Elevator shafts or stairwells at each floor,;
Floor space.in penthouses;

Attic space (whether or not a floor has been laid) provrdrng structural headroom of eight (8) feet
or more;

Floor space in interior balconies or mezzanines;

Floor space in open or roofed terraces, exterior;_ﬁbalconies, breezeways, or porches, if more than
fifty (50) percent of the perimeter of such terrace, balcony, breezeway, or porch is enclosed,

Any other floor space used for dwelling purposes, no matter wher'e‘"‘l:oc_ated within a building,
when not specifically excluded; '

Floor space in accessory building except for floor space used for accessory off-street parking.

Floor area of a building shall not include:

1.

6.
.
8.
Street, forest (serwce road);

Cellar space, except that cellar space used by retarllng shall be included for the purpose of
calculating requirements for accessory off-street parklng 'spaces and accessory off-street
loading berths; i =

Elevator or stair bulkheads accessory water tanks or coolrng towers;
Uncovered steps;. : '

Attic space, whether or not-a ﬂoor actually ‘has been laid, providing structural headroom of less
than: elght (8) feet : i

_..,=Fioor space m open or roofed terraces exterlor balconies, breezeways, or porches, provided
" that not more then fifty (50) percent of the perimeter of such terrace, balcony, breezeway, or

porch is enclosed; "
Unenclosed floor space used for permitted or required accessory off-street parking spaces;
Floor sp_ace used for acces-s_ory off-street loading berths;

Floor space’hsed for mechanical equipment.

1ose roads that are maintained and owned by the federal government

to access remote undeveloped areas Forest service roads must comply with section 1301.07.

Food store. A retail establlshment primarily selling prepackaged and perishable food as well as other
convenience and household goods.

Frozen food lockers. Any place or building and structure in connection therewith where facilities for
the cold storage and preservation of food in separate and individual compartments.

Funeral homes. Establishment engaged in undertaking services such as preparing the dead for
burial and arranging and managing funerals, includes mortuaries.

Furniture store. A retail store where furniture and home goods are sold to the public.

Garage, private. An accessory structure, or a portion of the main building, designed for the storage of
automobiles owned and used by the occupants of the main building.



Garage, public. A building or portion thereof, other than a private garage, designed or used for
storing motor driven vehicles.

Gardening. Any use of land unenclosed except for fencing for the raising of grass, flowers,
vegetables, crops, trees, or other botanical objects of natural growth, but not including accessory
structures used for the same purpose.

Gas. Natural gas formed beneath the surface of the earth, including any gas or vapor, or both gas
and vapor, indigenous to an oil stratum and produced from such stratum with oil, obtained from gas or
combination wells regardless of its chemical analysis.

General convenience store. A single store, the ground floor area of which is four thousand (4,000)
square feet or less and which offers for sale primarily most of the following articles; bread, milk, cheese,
canned and bottled foods and drinks, tobacco products, candy, papers and magazines, and general
hardware articles. Gasoline may also be offered for sale but only as a secondary activity of a country
general store and no more than four (4) gasoline and/or diesel fuel pumps shall be permitted, subject to
the restrictions in sections 902.04 and 902.05. S

Golf courses. Any golf course, publicly or privately o_w,né.d, on wh'ichf"'the game golf is played including
accessory uses and buildings customary thereto but excluding golf driving ranges.

Golf driving range. A limited area on which golf piayers do not walk, bu’r onto which they drive golf
balls from a central driving tee, such area to include the driving tee and ‘other incidental activities
pertaining to this activity. : o S

Governmental facility. A building .or..structure owned. '-op‘é',réted, or occupied by ‘a governmental
agency to provide a governmental servic_e;-tb'ithe public.

Greenhouse. A structure for the raisihgzoff’bléﬁts or ﬂowers"in:dqors for private or retail purposes.

Group home. A residential facility “licensed by:.the department of behavioral health and
developmental services in which-no more than eight (8) mentally ill, mentally retarded or developmentally
disabled persons reside with one (1).or more resident counselors:or other staff persons. For purposes of
this definition, the current illegal use of or addiction to a controlled'substance as defined in Virginia Code,
§ 54.1-3401 is neither a ‘mental illness nor a developmental disability. A group home is deemed a
residential occupancy by a single family. The zoning. administrator may impose conditions on group
homes to ensure their compatibility with other. permitted uses; however, such conditions shall not be more
restrictive_than those.imposed on residences:occupied. by persons related by blood, marriage, or
adoption. - e b . \ '

Haf#—ci;t_ting shop. A b‘l’acé;_where:”ﬁair-.is cut, trimmed, dyed, or styled for a client for profit.
Hardware store. Retail store where items such as plumbing, heating, and electrical supplies, sporting
goods, and paints-are sold. :
Hazardous waste.
(1) Solid, liquid: or gaseoﬁs waste materials, which because of concentration, quantity,
radioactivity, fla’mmabili.ty,__ physical, chemical or infectious characteristics may:

(a) Cause or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious
irreversible or incapacitating illness; or

(b) Pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when
improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of or otherwise managed.

(2) Any waste, constituents or materials listed in the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality, Waste Management Hazardous Waste Regulations, January 1, 1989,
latest revision.

Health department. The Amherst County Health Department or its designated agent or
representative.



Height. When referring to a tower or other structure, other than a building the distance measured
from ground level to the highest point on the tower or other structure, even if the highest point is an
antenna or lightning rod.

Highway, primary. All state highways in the "state highway system" so designated by the state
highway and transportation commission [board] under requirements of Section (33.1-25 old number) of
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Highway, secondary. All roads of the Commonwealth of Virginia not currently in the primary systems
of state highways as provided for in Section 33.1-67, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Home occupation. An accessory use of a dwelling unit, Iocated either in the main building or an
accessory building, for financial gain or support involving: the- ‘manufacture, provision, or sale of goods
and/or services which is clearly incidental to or secondary to the residential use of a dwelling unit.

Homeowners' Association Agreement or HOA. An agreement, in such form as the County has
approved, identified as a restrictive covenant on a subdnnsmn plat, and recorded among the land records
of Amherst County, that either (i) imposes on a:homeowners' association :the responsibility for
maintenance of private streets in the subdivision governed by the HOA, or (i) creates the authority in said
association to impose on the owners or occupants of such lots: reqwrements for the mandatory payment
of fees to support the maintenance of sald pnvate streets.

Hospital. Hospital includes sanatonum, preventorium, cllmc or. rest home, and is deemed to mean a
place for the treatment of human disorders and ailments; an mst:tuhon providing health services for in-
patient medical or surgical care, care of sick or |njured and related laboratories, offices, and outpatient
facilities and services.

Hotel. Any public:or private hotel, inn, hostelry, tounst home or house motel, rooming house,
dwelling, or other Iodgmg place within: the county offerrng lodging for compensation to any transient.

Ice skating rinks. An estabhshment that provndes facilities for participant ice skatlng

commodlty

!ndustnal park. A specual or excluswe type of planned industrial area designed and equipped to
accommodate a community of industries;. providing them with all necessary facilities and services in
attractive surroundmgs among compatible nelghbors Industrial parks may be promoted or sponsored by
private developers community organlzallons -or governmental organizations.

Jail. A building desrgnated by iaw or regularly used, for the confinement of persons held in lawful
custody.

Jobbing. To buy in Iarge prodUCts quantities, as from wholesalers or manufacturers, and sell to
dealers in smaller quantities. .

Junk. Old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper, trash, rubber, debris, waste; or junked,
dismantled or wrecked automobiles, or parts thereof; iron, steel and other old or scrap ferrous material.

Junkyard. An establishment or place of business which is maintained, operated, or used for storing,
keeping, buying or selling junk; or for the maintenance or operation of a motor vehicle graveyard; the term
shall include garbage dumps and sanitary fills.

Kennel. Any location where raising, grooming, caring for or boarding of dogs, cats or other small
animals for commercial purposes is carried on.

Landfill. An engineered land burial facility for the legal disposal of construction and demolition waste
consisting of lumber, wire, sheetrock, broken brick, shingles, glass, pipes, concrete, and metals and
plastic associated with construction and waste from land clearing operations consisting of stumps, wood,



brush, and leaves; inert waste that is physically, chemically and biologically stable from further
degradation and considered to be non-reactive, including rubble, concrete, broken bricks, and block; and
municipal solid waste derived from households, businesses and institutional establishments, including
garbage, trash, and rubbish, and from industrial establishments, other than hazardous waste as
described by the Virginia hazardous waste regulations. Its purpose is to contain and isolate solid waste so
that it does not pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment.

Laundromat. A building where clothes or other household articles are washed in self-service
machines and where such washed clothes and articles may also be dried or ironed but where no delivery
service is provided.

Libraries. A public facility for the use, but not sale, of literary, musical, artistic, or reference materials.

Limited assisted living facility. A building or place in which the establishment is providing housing,
board, lodging and maintenance for four (4) or more aged persons who are not infirmed, chronically ill or
incapacitated, with such established having separate sleeping quarters and common areas for dining,
recreation and other similar facilities. T

Limited brewery . A brewery operating under a limited brewery Tice_nse issued pursuant to Code of
Virginia, § 4.1-208, as amended. i

Limited distillery. A distillery operating under a limited distiller's license issued pursuant to Code of
Virginia, § 4.1-206, as amended.

Livestock. All domestic or domesticated: bovine animals; equine animals; ovine animals; porcine
animals; cervidae animals; capradae animals: animals of the genus Lama; ratites: fish or shellfish in
aquaculture facilities, as defined in section 3.2-2600 of the Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended: enclosed
domesticated rabbits or hares raised for: human food or fiber: or any other individual animal specifically
raised for food or fiber, except companion animals. = :

Lodging. Space or room furnished any transient.

Lot. A measured portion or parcel of land separated from other portions or parcels by description in a
site plan or a recorded plat, or by metes and bounds, intended to be a unit for the purpose, whether
immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or of development or separate use. The term applies to units
of land whether in a subdivision or a development.

Lot, corner;A:lot Iocatéd‘-f-i_at‘_-the intersection of two (2) or more streets. A lot abutting on a curved
street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if straight lines drawn from the foremost points of the side
lot lines to the foremost point of the lot:meet at an interior angle of less than one hundred thirty-five (135)

degrees. .

Lot cbi?erage. The ratio of Eh_e horizbhjglly projected area of the main and accessory buildings on a
lot to the total area of the lot, except.where otherwise defined herein.

Lot frontage width. The distar'icéf between side property lot lines measured at the front lot line. In the
case of lot frontage that: serves exiﬁ:lu_Siver as the beginning of an access point from a road or street to
the buildable portion of the lot, the minimum standards for this width shall not apply.

Lot, interior. A lot othé"'r?ft'ﬁania"éorner lot with only one (1) frontage on a street.
Lot line (property line). The boundary of a lot.

Lot of record. A lot or parcel of land whose existence, location and dimensions have been recorded
in the office of the clerk of the circuit court at the time of the adoption of this.

Lot, through. A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than one (1) street. Through lots
abutting two (2) streets may be referred to as double frontage lots.

Lot width. The average horizontal distance between side property lot lines.

Machine shop. A shop where lathes, presses, grinders, shapers, and other wood- and metal-working
machines are used such as blacksmith, tinsmith, welding, and sheet metal shops, plumbing, heating, and
electrical repair shops; and overhaul shops.



Machinery sales and service. A place of service in which metal parts are cut to the size required
and/or put together to form mechanical units or machines or sold.

Manse. The house and land occupied by a minister or parson.

Manufacture and/or manufacturing. The processing and/or converting of raw, unfinished materials or
products or either of them into articles or substances of different character or for use for a different
purpose.

Manufactured home. A structure designed to be used as a single-family dwelling, built in the
controlled environment of a manufacturing plant to the Manufactured Home Construction and Safety
Standards (HUD Code), transportable in one (1) or more sections on a permanent chassis with a red
certificate label on the exterior of each transportable section.

Manufacturing, light. The manufacture, predominantly from previously prepared materials, of finished
products or parts, including processing, fabrication, assembly, treatment and packaging of such products,
and incidental stage, sales, and distribution of such products but excluding basic industrial processing
and custom manufacturing.

Manufacturing, sign. A facility to produce commermal signs as well as keep all materials for
installation and creation of the sign. R

Marine sales and service. A marine retail sale's: and service use where boats.are repaired, sold, and
goods are sold primarily for use on boats. Examples of goods sold include navigational instruments,
marine hardware and paints, marine engine fluids, nautical -publications, nautical. clothing, marine
engines, parts, and other retail sales closely associated wrth boatmg activities.

Massage parlor. Any place where manipulation of body tlssues for any purpose is conducted and the
owners and employees are not a physician, chiropractor, osteopath; _naturopath or physical therapist duly
licensed by the commonwealth, nor a massage therapist certified by the state board of nursing.

Mausoleum. See Cemetery:

Medical clinic or.office . Structures and' land at Wthh one. (1) or more physicians, dentists,
chiropractors or other»;ii(ie,nsed practitioners of the healing arts render examination and treatment of
patients solely on an out;i‘a_t_ient basis. This term does? not mean or refer to "substance abuse treatment
clinic" or "substance abuse'tre'atment'fa'cility,“ both of w‘hich are separately defined in this section.

Mentally: or physfcaﬂy :mpa:re'd person A person. who is a resident of Virginia and who requires
assnstance wnth two (2) or-more actlwtles of dalty hvmg as defined in section 63.2-2200 of the Code of
Virginia (1950), as amended, dunng more than half of the year.

Mineral extraction. The extfactlon of metallic and nonmetallic minerals or materials, including rock
crushing and screening, and the. aCCessory storage of explosives.

Mobile home park. A site wnth requured fmprovements and utilities for the long-term parking of mobile
homes which may include services and facilities for the residents.

Modular building. ’F_hQ term_“modular building” means, but shall not be limited to, single and multi-
family houses, apartment units; commercial buildings, and permanent additions thereof, comprised of one
(1) or more sections that are intended to become real property, primarily constructed at a location other
than the permanent site, built to comply with the Virginia Industrialized Building Safety Law (section 36-70
et seq.) as regulated by the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development, and shipped
with most permanent components in place to the site of final assembly. For purposes of this chapter, a
modular building shall not include a mobile office as defined in section 58.1-2401 or any manufactured
building subject to and certified under the provisions of the National Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 USC 5401 et seq.).

Modular home. An industrialized building assembly or system of building subassemblies, including
the necessary electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating and other service systems, manufactured off-site
and transported to the point of use for installation or erection, with or without other specified components,
as a finished building or as a part of a finished building comprising two (2) or more industrialized building
units, and not designed for ready removal to or installation or erection on another site.



Motel. A building or group of buildings containing sleeping accommodations for rental primarily to
automobile transients and in which ingress and egress to and from each sleeping room is generally to the
outside of the building.

Motor vehicle graveyard. Any lot, or place or part thereof, which is exposed to the weather and upon
which more than three (3) used unlicensed motor vehicles are located. A business that sells retail used
motor vehicles and meets the requirements of all county and state laws shall not be considered a motor
vehicle graveyard.

Museum. A building having public significance by reason of its architecture or former use or
occupancy, or a building serving as a repository for a collection of natural, scientific, or literary curiosities
or objects of interest, or works of art, and arranged, intended, and designed to be used by members of
the public for viewing, with or without an admission charge, and which may include as an accessory use
the sale of goods to the public as gifts or for their own use. :

Natural resource. Includes soil, sand, gravel, stone or othe.r“m'ineral (other than oil and gas) naturally
formed on or beneath the surface of the earth. 5

Newspaper offices. Where recent events are put into"a‘ report for a newspaper, but not printed on
site. : .

Newsstands. A temporary structure, manned bya vendor that sells 'néws_papers, magazines, and
other periodicals.

Nonconforming lot. An otherwise legally platted lot that does not conform to the. minimum area or
width requirements of this ordinance forthe district in which it.is located either at the effective date of this
ordinance or as a result of subsequent'a:mféndm‘ents to the ordinance.

Nonconforming structure. An otherwise: legal building or structure that does not conform with the lot
area, yard, height, lot coverage, or other area regulations of this ordinance, or is designed or intended for
a use that does not conform to the use regulations of this ordinance, for the district in which it is located,
either at the effective date of this ordinance or as a result-of subsequent amendments of the ordinance.

Nonconforming use. The otherwise legal use of -a;;t"':ft”xif'ding orof a:tract of land that does not conform
to the use regulation of this ordinance for the district in which it is located, either at the effective date of
this ordinance or as a result of ,;subsequé_nt amendments to this ordinance.

Nonpoint-sotrce.of pollutiﬁri.._j Rqﬂuiié‘hiﬁaz‘t enters a water body from diffuse origins on the watershed
and does not result from discernible, confined, or discrete conveyances.

Non-public water system. A water system which, as a general rule, does not provide water to the
public for. drinking or does not.meet the:requirements for a public water system: or a well used for
obtaining water. for drinking or domestic use:located on an individual lot for the purpose of serving the
main dwelling on said lot, with any:new well to be at least a Class IlI-A drilled well as approved by the
health department. T

Normal pool elevation. The height, above sea level, of the water held in any reservoir as it begins to
overflow its spillway structure. =

Nursing home. Includes rest homes and convalescent homes and shall mean a place devoted
primarily to the maintenance and operation of facilities for the treatment and care of any person suffering
from ilinesses, diseases, deformities, or injuries not requiring extensive and/or intensive care that is
normally provided in a general hospital or other specialized hospital.

Oil. A liquid substance known as crude petroleum oil or petroleum.

Oil and gas exploration. The search for hydrocarbons beneath the earth's surface such as oil and
natural gas by methods such as sub-surface geology surveys and exploration wells, but not permanent
wells.

On-site sewerage system. A sewerage system designed not to result in a point source discharge,
including individual septic tanks used by the main dwelling on an individual lot, and approved by the
health department.



Open space. A yard area which is not used for or occupied by a driveway, off-street parking, loading
space, refuse storage space.

Owner. Any person, agent, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the property.

Pallet manufacturing. The production of flat structures used to stabilize and help move products
made from wood, plastic, or recycled materials.

Paper mill. The manufacture of paper and paperboard, from both raw and recycled materials, and
their conversion into products including paper bags, boxes, envelopes and wallpaper.

Parish house. A dwelling where a member of the church community can stay for an extended time.

Park. A public or private area of land, with or without buildings, intended for outdoor active or passive
recreational uses.

Parks and recreational facilities. Facilities to increase enjoyment of parks and places of recreation
such as restrooms, picnic tables, storage or support buildings; and parking lots.

Pavement. A hardening ground cover, other than non-surface fre'ated gravel, that is used to make
travel lanes and parking areas suitable for vehicular traffic. Examples of pavement shall include asphalt,
concrete, bricks, pervious pavers and pervious asphalt/concrete 5

Pawnbroker. Any person or business who lends or advances money or other things for profit on the
pledge and possession of tangible personal property, or other valuable things, other than securities or
written or printed evidences of indebtedness or title, or who makes purchases from another contingent on
an agreement to sell the purchased item back to the sellerat'a shpulated price. 58

Permanent tributary. Any perenmal mtermtttent stream; tncludlng lakes or ponds, which provides
natural drainage to a larger body of water,. as off;clally indicated on u. S. Geological Survey topographic
maps. Gl 2

Permitted use. A use of the land which is allowed by n:ght in the zonlng district in which the land is
situated. : P

Pest extermmatrng busrness A busmess that specnallzes in erad|cat|ng a plant or animal that is
detrimental to humans or thelr crops.

Pesticides. Synthetic organic ch“rhlcals used to |nh|b|t the growth of undesirable animal or plant life,
such as but not hmited to, insecticides, herblmdes and funglmdes

Pfanned unit development A designed grouping of varied and compatible land uses, such as
housing, recreation, commercaal centers and industrial parks, all within one (1) contained development or
subdivision. 4 e

Piat. The schematic representatlon of Iand divided or to be divided.
Poultry. All domestlc fowl and game birds raised in captivity.

Pound. A facility operated by the commonwealth or Amherst County for the purpose of impounding
or harboring seized, stray, homeleSs abandoned, or unwanted animals; or a facility operated for the
same purpose under a contract ‘with Amherst County or an Incorporated Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals.

Prescriptive easement. An easement granted the Virginia Department of Transportation for the
construction and maintenance of public roads owned by said department.

Printing plant, establishments. A commercial printing operation involving a process that is considered
printing, imprinting, reproducing, or duplicating images, and using printing methods including but not
limited to offset printing, lithography, web offset, flexographic, and screen process printing.

Professional office. An office for the conduct of a professional use by persons generally engaged in
rendering personal, executive, sales or administrative services or activities, including law, medicine,
theology, architecture, accounting, engineering, insurance, real estate, stock brokers, and administrative
agencies considered professional in character. The term, however, does not include repairs on sales or



tangible personal property stored or located within the structure nor any use which would create any loud
noises or noxious odors.

Proffer. An offer or proposal which the property owner, or his agents, commits himself as additional
requirements or restrictions on his property.

Public building. A building owned or leased and occupied and used by an agency or political
subdivision of the United States of America, the Commonwealth of Virginia, or Amherst County.

Public entertainment. Activities open to the general public which are intended to attract, amuse,
engage and/or stimulate persons attending the event. The term shall include but not be limited to
carnivals, fairs, festivals and plays.

Public sewerage system. A sewerage system owned and operated by Amherst County, the Amherst
County Service Authority or the Town of Amherst, or any sewerage system resulting in a point source
discharge and approved by the health department. Fos

Public utilities. Public service structures such as power plant substations; water lines, treatment
plants or pumping stations, sewage disposal systems and treatment plants: or such similar operations
publicly or privately owned furnishing electricity, gas rail transport, communication or related services to
the general public. : - 2

Public water supply agency. The administrati@_e._érganization, departmen’t:dr'_' agency which manages
the daily and long term activities of a public water system.

Public water system. A water system owned and operated by Amherst County, the Amherst County
Service Authority or the Town of Amherst,ip_r any water system for drinking or domestic use, approved by
the health department, that generally has at least fifteen (15) connections or an average of twenty-five
(25) individuals for at least sixty (60) days out of thé:year. s

Quarry. A place where stone, sand, gra'v'e{, or fﬁ'inéfais_ are extracted.

Radio offices and stu’dios;,Establishmeht@g;'p_rimaril_y ‘engaged in the provision of broadcasting and
other information relay:services through the use of electronic and telephonic mechanisms. Excluded are
facilities classified as major utility services or broad:cgs‘_t_’i_rig or communication towers.

Ramada. A structure :ei"ect_ed ové_f a mobile home -_for the purpose of providing shade or shelter.

Reconfiguration.. Any property: that is altered in shape or size due to the addition or subtraction of
land or the exchange of contiguous property, but does not have the effect of a net increase in the number
of lots or parcels involved and does not as a result create any lot in violation of this ordinance shall be
deemed reconfigured. A reconfiguration is.a form of subdivision.

Recy&)'fhg’processing fac}'fity;f_-,A build'.'rr]‘gf,used for the collection or processing of recyclable material.
"Processing" shall. mean the preparation of material for efficient shipment by such means as baling,
compacting, flattening, grinding, crushing, mechanical sorting, and/or cleaning.

Research and de_{{elopment facility. One (1) or more structures which a company uses (i) to conduct
research and development activities into, or make controlled production of, electronic, industrial, or
scientific products or commbodities, or (i) as laboratories for purposes of conducting educational or
medical research or testing.

Retail nursery and greenhouses. The retail handling in small quantities to a customer of any article,
substance or commodity related to the planting, maintenance, or harvest of garden plants, shrubs, trees,
or other nursery goods, including packaged fertilizers, soils, and chemicals,.

Retail service store. Any establishment wherein the primary use is the sale of merchandise for use or
consumption by the immediate purchaser.

Retail stores and shops. Buildings for display and sale of merchandise at retail or for the rendering of
personal services (but specifically exclusive of coal, wood, and lumber yards) including but not limited to a
department or clothing store, electronic sales and repair stores, drug store, food store, candy shop,
antique store and gift shop, hardware store, household appliance store, furniture store, florist, optician,
music and radio store, tailor shop, barber shop, and beauty salon or day spa.



Religious assembly. A site used by a bona fide religious group primarily or exclusively for religious
worship and related religious services, including a place of worship, retreat site, or religious camp. A use
located in a permanent building and providing regular organized religious worship and related incidental
activities, except primary or secondary schools and day care facilities.

Religious institution. A church or place of worship or religious assembly with related facilities such as
the following in any combination: rectory or convent, private school, meeting hall, offices for
administration of the institution, licensed child or adult daycare, play-ground, cemetery.

Reserve drain field space. An area set aside and dedicated for future use in the absorption and
evaporation of fluid from an on-site sewerage system.

Reservoir. Any impoundment of water, owned, operated or controlled by a public water supply
agency to provide drinking water to citizens of their community at the present or in the future.

Resident engineer. The resident engineer for Amherst Co:uln_ty; Virginia, employed by the Virginia
Department of Transportation, or his designated agent.

Residential use. A building or a part of a building contammg dwelling units or rooming units, including
single-family or two-family houses, multiple family dwellings, mobile homes; boarding or rooming houses,
dormitories, fraternity or sorority houses or apartment hotels; but not including monasteries, convents,
transient accommodations, such as hotels, motels, tourist cabins, dwellings rented for periods of less than
thirty (30) consecutive days, or travel trailer parks; or.that part of a mixed buddmg used for any non-
residential use, except as accessory to residential uses. : :

Restaurant. Any immobile building:in.which, for compensataon food or beverages are dispensed to
persons not residing on the premises mc_:lu,du_qg among other establishments, cafes, delicatessens, or
drive-in facilities. This term shall not include mobile food vendors or. mobile food units.

Restaurant, small. An establishment of. no ‘moré: than two ‘thousand (2,000) square feet in size
engaged in the preparation of food and beverages character:zed pnmarliy by table service to customers
in nondisposable containers: Examples include cafes and:coffee shops.

Retail stores and shops. Bunldmgs for display. and saie of merchandlse at retail or for the rendering of
personal services (but specifically exclusive of coal, wood, and lumber yards) such as the following which
will serve as illustration only and are not to be considered exclusive: drug store, newsstand, food store,
candy shop, milk, dispensary, dry goods and notions store, antique store and gift shop, hardware store,
household appl:ance store, furmture store, florsst optlclan music and radio store, tailor shop, barber
shop, and beauty shop. i,

Renrement community. A facnllty consisting of three (3) or more dwelling units, the occupancy of
which is Ilmlted to senior citizens: The faclllty may include medical facilities or provide medical care. The
facility typically shall consist of multiple-household attached dwellings, but may include detached dwelling
units as part of a wholly owned and managed senior housing project.

Resurvey. The: practlce of surveymg all or a portion of any boundary of real property for which a
survey has previously been approved under this ordinance or former ordinances or where the survey has
been placed to record where the effect of such second survey is to reestablish any previously existing
boundary line. ; :

Right-of-way. Access over or across particularly described property for a specific purpose or
purposes.

Right-of-way line. The dividing line between a lot, tract, or parcel of land and a contiguous street,
railroad, or public utility right-of-way.

Right-of-way, state owned. The right-of-way owned outright by the Virginia Department of
Transportation on which public roads are constructed and maintained.

Roller skating rink. An establishment that provides facilities for skating on wheels.

Salvage yard. A facility or area for storing, keeping, selling, dismantling, shredding, compressing, or
salvaging scrap or discarded material or equipment.



Sanitary district. The Madison Heights (Virginia) Sanitary District created by the board of supervisors.

Sanitary landfill. A method of disposing of refuse on land without creating nuisances or hazards to
public health or safety, by utilizing the principles of engineering to confine the refuse to the smallest
practical volume, and to cover it with a layer of earth at the conclusion of each day's operation, or at such
more frequent intervals as may be necessary.

Satellite dish antenna. An accessory use that is a combination of (1) antenna or dish antenna whose
purpose is to receive communication or other signals from orbiting satellites or other extraterrestrial
sources; (2) a low noise amplifier (LNA) which is situated at the focal point of the receiving component
and whose purpose is to magnify and transfer signals; and (3) a coaxial cable whose purpose is to carry
the signals to the exterior of the building.

Sawmill, permanent. A sawmill permanently located for the purpose of processing timber from the
property on which it is located, from adjoining property or from other properties removed from the sawmill
or its environs without regard to point of origination.

Sawmill, temporary. A sawmill located on private property for a period not to exceed six (6) months
for the sole purpose of processing timber cut only from ‘that property.or from property immediately
contiguous and adjacent thereto, or incidental processing' of timber transported from other property.

Schools. An institution providing full-time inétru_ﬁiion and including accessory facilities traditionally
associated with a program of study which meets the requirements of the laws of the State of Virginia.
School support facilities shall not be included. 5 ;

School support facilities. Facilities:which are required to-maintain efficient operation of a school or
school system but which are not directly related to the academic program of study and which may be
characterized by potential nuisance factors such.as fuel storage, noise, or vibration. Such supportive
facilities include school system administrative offices;.maintenance shops, storage warehouses, vehicle
storage lots and the like. ' ;

Scrap or discarded material.: The term "scrap or discarded material” includes but is not limited to
metal, paper, rags, tirés, bottles, motor vehicle: parts. machinery, structural steel, equipment, and
appliances. The term includes facilities for separating trash and debris from recoverable resources, such
as paper products, glass, metal cans, and other products that can be returned to a condition in which they
may again be used for production. b

Self-service storage facility. A building or:group of buildings divided into separate compartments
used to meet the temporary. storage needs of small businesses, apartment dwellers, and other residential
uses; and may include climate.controlled facilities.

Setback'line. A line parallel to a street:and extending the full width of the lot for a specified distance
at all points from.the street right-of-way line; and thus defining an area in which no building or structures
or portions thereof may be constructed. ‘

Sexual implemé}p't,,'Any device used to imitate in appearance or function human genitals or pubic
regions, or any device designed to be inserted in or attached to specified anatomical areas for the
purposes of enhancing a 'Sexua_l act.

Shooting range, outdoor. The use of land for archery or the discharging of firearms for the purposes
of target practice, skeet and trap shooting, mock war games, or temporary competitions such as turkey
shoots. This definition does not encompass general hunting and unstructured and non-recurring
discharging of firearms on private property with the property owner's permission.

Shopping center. A group of commercial establishments, planned and developed as a unit, with
common off-street parking provided on the property, located on a parcel of land ten (10) or more acres in
size.

Shopping complex. Two (2) or more commercial establishments, planned and developed as a unit,
with common off-street parking provided on the property, located on less than a ten-acre parcel of land.



Sign. Any display(s) used for the purpose of advertising, which is visible beyond the boundaries of
the parcel of land on which the same is located. Multiple sign faces attached to the same support
structure are considered to be one (1) sign.

Sign area. The area enclosed by an imaginary continuous line, connecting the extreme points or
edges of a sign. The structural support of the sign is included in the area calculation when it borders or is
situated within the advertisement(s).

Sign, attached. Any sign supported by a wall, roof or other portion of a building.

Sign, directional. A display used for the purpose of directing traffic. Said sign shall be limited a single
word, such as "enter" or "exit" or to a directional symbol such as an arrow.

Sign face. The material upon which an advertisement is affixed

Sign frame. A structure that encloses or otherwise supports the S|gn face and is attached to a sign
structure.

Sign, freestanding. A non-movable sign supported by structures or supports in or upon the ground
and not attached to a building. :

Sign, monument. A sign affixed to and made a_n‘-—"i_‘ntegral part of a struCt_u_re built on-grade, that does
not involve the use of poles as its major sign suppor"t and is less than six (6) feet in height.

Sign, multitenant. A sign that serves as a common or coltectlve identlflcatlon for two (2) or more uses
on the same premises. :

Sign, neighborhood entrance. A Slgﬂ which denotes the name of a resndentnal subdivision,
condominium, or apartment complex. :

Sign, off-site. An off-premises sign; a srgn WhICh directs attentlon to a business, commodity, service
or establishment conducted, sold or offered at a location:other than the premises on which the sign is
erected. The term shall include billboard signs. e :

oo :the__i_-g_:round or another structure and is

Sign, portable. A:sign that is not permanently afft'
designed to be moved for: reuse. : i

Sign refacing. The replacement of‘"'-
frame or the s;gn structure. e

sign face of__equal size as the original, without altering the sign

Sign structure An assembly of matenal used to, support a sign face(s) and/or sign frame(s).

Sign, two-faced. Any 5|gn hawng two (2) sides or faces, which may be used for advertising. This
includes “V"_s_naped signs with an angle of separation less than forty-five (45) degrees.

Specra!‘exceprron A use of ftie land “wh'l"ch may be allowed in a zoning district in which the land is
situated subjectto the approval of: eiiher the board of supervisors or the board of appeals, after a public
hearing thereon.

Specified anatorné':c"ai,tareas. Sqoh areas include less than completely and opaquely covered human
genitals, pubic region, buttocks,.female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola, and
human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.

Specified sexual activities. Such activities include human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or
arousal, acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy, and fondling or other erotic touching
of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks or female breasts.

Stadium. A large building with tiers of seats for spectators at sporting or other recreational events.

Street. A strip of land comprising the entire area within the right-of-way intended for possible use as
a means of vehicular and pedestrian circulation to provide access to more than one (1) lot. The word
street includes road, thoroughfare, parkway, avenue, lane, boulevard, expressway, highway (except as
herein defined), place, throughway, square, alley, or however designated with the above-mentioned right-
of-way.



Street centerline. A line generally parallel to the right-of-way lines that equally divide the street right-
of-way.

Street, half. A street that does not meet the minimum right-of-way width requirements set forth or
referenced in this ordinance.

Street, private. Any road or other means of vehicular access to more than one (1) parcel of land not
maintained by the Virginia Department of Transportation. Private streets must comply with section
1301.07.

Street, public. A strip of land comprising the entire area within the right-of-way intended for public
use as a means of vehicular and pedestrian circulation to provide access to more than one (1) lot and
which is presently a portion of the Virginia Department of Transportation's street and road system, or is a
proposed addition to the Virginia Department of Transportation's street and road system in which case the
improvement of which shall meet the construction standards of the Virginia Department of Transportation.

Strip founge. An adult club, lounge, restaurant, or similat;p'léfég which features topless dancers, go-
go dancers, exotic dancers, strippers or similar entertainers exhibiting "specified anatomical areas" or
performing "specified sexual activities".

Structure, permanent. A structure designed, c_gﬁ_sﬁt—ﬁucted, and intendec'inf_or_ more than temporary use
on the property. e

Subdivider. Any person owning a tract or parcel of land to be subdivided. '
Subdivision. Any division of a piece_kqf land. :

Substance abuse treatment facility. Structures and land at which one (1) or more licensed
practitioners render examination and treatment of patients for alcohol or drug abuse on an inpatient basis

that includes the provision of meals and lodging. = =

Surface treatment. A thin protective wearing surface that is applied to a pavement or base
course/aggregate that waterproofs. the surface.. The most common example of surface treatment is
bituminous surface treatment (BST).. e g

Surveyor. A land surveyor certifie‘d{by the Co?ﬁ%ﬁbHWeaith of Virginia.

Tattoo establishments. A room .or space where tattooing, which may include piercing, is done for
compensation: Tattooing means a.placement in.human tissue of any indelible design, letter, scroll, figure,
symbol, or other mark placed with the aid of needles or other instruments; or any design, letter, scroll,
figure, symbol done by scarfing upon or under the skin:

Teleph‘o_ne repeater sabStation; ‘A remote site to provide additional telephone lines for a
development, to.include cabinets and pedestals.

Temporary" family health care structure. A transportable residential structure, providing an
environment facilitating a caregiver's provision of care for a mentally or physically impaired person, that (i)
is primarily assembled at.a location other than its site of installation, (ii) is limited to one (1) occupant who
shall be the mentally or physically impaired person, (iii) has no more than three hundred (300) gross
square feet, and (iv) complies with applicable provisions of the Industrialized Building Safety Law (§ 36-70
et seq. of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended) and the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-97 et
seq. of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended). Any temporary family health care structures (i) for use
by a caregiver in providing care for a mentally or physically impaired person and (ii) on property owned or
occupied by the caregiver as his residence shall be deemed a permitted accessory use in any single-
family residential zoning district on lots zoned for single-family detached dwellings.

Tent. Any temporary structure or enclosure, the roof or which or one-half (1) or more of the sides are
constructed of silk, cotton, canvas, fabric, or a similar pliable material, which is supported by poles or
another structural apparatus.

Theater, indoor. A building designed and/or used primarily for the commercial exhibition of motion
pictures to the general public or used for performance of displays, acts, dramas by actors and/or
actresses.



Theater, outdoor. An area not to exceed five (5) acres containing a screen, projection booth,
refreshment stand, parking spaces and sound transmission devices to individual parking spaces only for
the purpose of commercial exhibition of motion pictures.

Timber harvesting. The commercial cutting of timber.
Time-share. Either a time-share estate or a time-share use, plus its incidental benefits.

Time-share estate. A right to occupy a unit or any of several units including renewal options, coupled
with a freehold estate or an estate for years in a time-share project or a specified portion thereof.

Time-share instrument. Any document, however denominated, which creates the time-share project
and program, and which may contain restrictions or covenants regulating the use, occupancy, or
disposition of time-shares in a project.

Time-share program or program. Any arrangement of time-shares in one (1) or more time-share
projects whereby the use, occupancy, or possession of real property has been made subject to either a
time-share estate or time-share use in which such use, occupancy, or possession circulates among
owners of the time-shares. :

Time-share project. All of the real property subJect to a time-share program created by the execution
of a time-share instrument. :

Time-share unit or unit. The real property or real “property improvement in'a prOJect which is divided
into time-shares and designated for separate occupancy and use.

Time-share use. A right to occupy:a.time-share unit or: -any= of several time—SHare units including
renewal options, not coupled with a freehold-estate or an estate for years in a time-share project or a
specified portion thereof. "Time-share use" shall not mean a right to use which is subject to a first-come,
first-served, space available basis as might exust in a country club; motel, hotel, health spa, campground,
or membership or resort facility. ;

Tire recapping. To reconditron a worn automobnle ture by cementmg on a strip of prepared rubber and
vulcanizing by subjecting to heat and pressure ina mold :

Tower or support structure. Any structure that is de5|gned and constructed primarily for the purpose
of supporting one (1) or more:antennas, including seif—supportlng lattice towers, guy towers, or monopole
towers. The term includes radio.and televrsron transmission towers, microwave towers, common-carrier
towers, cellular telephone towers; a[ternatlve tOWer structures and the like.

Town. The governmental entity of the Town of Amherst Virginia.

Townhouse A residential ‘unit in a series of from three (3) to twelve (12) single-family attached
dwellings separated from one another by common vertical walls with no openings.

Townhouse lot. A lot upon whtc‘n a townhouse is or is to be erected.

 period of less than thirty (30) consecutive days, either at his own
r, obtains lodging at any hotel.

Transient. Any" person who for
expense or at the expense of anoth‘

Travel trailer. A vehmula{r-,; pprtable structure designed as a temporary dwelling for travel, recreational
and vacation uses which is not eight (8) feet or more in body width and is not forty (40) feet or more in
body length. :

Travel trailer parks. Facilities for travel trailers, pick-up coaches, motor homes, camping trailers,
other vehicular accommodations and tents suitable for temporary habitation and used for travel, vacation
and recreation purposes.

The term "travel trailer" does not include mobile homes.

Truck business. An operation using large trucks, such as tractor trailers, to haul and store goods,
which also may provide maintenance and parking for the trucks. This term shall not include a single
owner-operator truck home occupation that does not involve the storage of materials or goods of any kind
at the residence.



Truck and freight facility. A facility whose primary use is for the receipt, transfer, storage and
dispatching of goods transported by trucks. Such facility may include the parking and repair of trucks
used in the business.

Truck stop. Any area of land, with adequate parking, maneuvering and access for at least three (3)
combination tractor-trailer vehicles, that may provide for retail sale of diesel fuel and gasoline, restaurant
facilities, sleeping quarters and minor repair facilities.

TV offices and studios. Establishments primarily engaged in the provision of broadcasting and other
information relay services through the use of electronic and telephonic mechanisms. Excluded are
facilities classified as major utility services or broadcasting or communication towers.

U.S. post office. A facility owned or operated by the federal government that contains service
windows for mailing packages and letters, post office boxes, otflces vehicle storage areas, and sorting
and distribution facilities for mail. :

Use. The principal purpose for which a lot or the main bur!dmg thereon is designed, arranged, or
intended and for which it is or may be used, occupied, or mamtalned

Use, temporary. A use, not associated with a speclat event that has been approved by the governing
body, established for a limited fixed period of time as determined by the zoning administrator on a
business zoned property, with the intent and expectation to discontinue such‘:l_ise_upon expiration of such
time, and that does not involve the construction or alteration of any permanent structure. Mobile food
vendors, mobile food units and sales, mabile retail sales; fireworks stands, peddlers, itinerant merchants,
and Christmas tree and pumpkin stands that do not meet the deflnmon of a wayside stand, shall be
considered a temporary use.

Used unlicensed motor vehicles. Any used motor vehicle that:does not have all of the following items
affixed to it: a current pair of state license plates, a. current inspection.sticker and a current county sticker.
The provisions of this article shall not apply to any motor vehlcle exempted from licensure and registration
in Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.

Variance. A reasonabte deviation. from those prowsmns regutatmg the size or area of a lot or parcel
of land, or the size, area, bulk or location of a buttdang or structure when the strict application of the
provisions of this ordinance would result in unnecessary or unreasonable hardship to the property owner,
and such need for a variance. would not be shared _generally by other properties and provided such
variance is_not:contrary to the .intended Spll’tt and purpose of this ordinance, and would result in
substantial justlce betng done. .,

Veterinary hosprtai A structure or series of struotures used for the treatment of diseases and injuries
of animals by a veterinarian Itcensed by the. Commonwealth of Virginia.

Vrdeotape sales and renta.f An establtshment primarily engaged in the retail rentat or lease of wdeo

wdeo tapes Iaser dtges CD- ROMs and electronic merchand|se associated with VCRs, vndeo cameras
and electronic games are permitted accessory uses. This term shall not include "adult book store".

Warehousing and“distf'ibutioﬁ;fécr‘ﬁty. A structure or outdoor lot used for storage, warehousing, or
dispatching of goods, including warehouses for wholesale distributors, storage warehouses, and moving
or storage companies. ;

Warehousing operations. A use engaged in storage, wholesale, and distribution of manufactured
products, supplies, and equipment, excluding bulk storage materials that are inflammable or explosive or
that present hazards or conditions commonly recognized as offensive.

Water/sewer utilities. All property involved in water utility, including land, water sources, collection
systems, damns and hydraulic structures, distribution systems, and other appurtenances, pumping
stations, treatment works, and general properties, or any parts thereof

Watershed. Any area drained by a stream and its tributaries upstream from a public water supply
intake structure.



Wayside stand, roadside stand, wayside market. In accordance with section 407.04, any structure or
land used for the sale of agricultural or horticultural produce, livestock, or merchandise grown, produced,
or acquired by the owner of the property on which the stand or market is located.

Wearing apparel store. A business which sells apparel and accessories to be worn on the body for a
profit.

Wholesaler. An establishment or place of business primarily engaged in selling or distributing
merchandise to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional business users, or to other
wholesalers; or acting as buying agents or brokers and buying merchandise for or selling merchandise to,
such individuals or companies.

Wind energy system, hybrid system. An energy system that uses more than one (1) technology to
produce energy or work (for example a wind-solar system). ;

Wind energy system, small. A wind energy conversion Syster_h consisting of a wind turbine, a tower,
and associated control or conversion electronics that has a maximum power of at most fifty (50) kW,
which will be used primarily to reduce on-site consumption df"utility power

Wind energy system, tower. With regard to wmd ‘energy system, the structure on which the wind
system is mounted.

Wind energy system, tower height. With regard to wind energy system, the hetght above grade of the
fixed portion of the tower, excluding the wind turbine itself.

Wind energy system, turbine. The parts of the wind system mcludlng the blades, generator and tail.

Wood yard. A parcel of land or portion thereof, used for the commercial storing and marketing of
|ogs_ ) i

Woodworking shop. A facility for building; méking- repairing or'--éé'rving and finishing wood goods.

Yard. A space on the same lot with a-main building, such space .being open, unoccupied, and
unobstructed by bwldlngs from ground to sky except where encroachments are expressly permitted.

Yard, front. An open,. unoccupled ‘Space on the same lot with the main structure extending the full
width of the lot and situated:between the right-of-way. Ilne and the front line of the structure projected to
the side lines of the lot. The depth of the front yard shall be measured between the front line of the
structure and: the :right-of-way line. Covered. porches,. whether enclosed or unenclosed, shall be
considered as part of the:main structure and shall not project into a required front yard. On corner lots the
front yard shall be considered as paraﬂel to the street upon which the lot has its least dimension.

Yard, rear. An open space:on the same lot with the main structure, such space being unoccupied
except possibly.by an accessory building and. extending the full width of the lot and situated between the
rear line of the lot and the rear line of the main structure projected to the side lines of the lot. On all corner
lots the rear yard shall be at the opposute end of the front yard.

Yard, side. An open, unoccupred space on the same lot with a main structure, situated between the
side line of the structure and the. adjacent side line of the lot extending from the rear line of the front yard
to the front line of the rear yard. If no front yard is required, the front boundary of the side yard shall be
the front line of the lot and if'no rear yard is required, the rear boundary of the side yard shall be the rear
line of the lot. On the corner lots, the side yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon which the
lot has its greatest dimension.

Zoning map. The official zoning district map for Amherst County, Virginia.

(Ord. of 8-20-02; Ord. of 8-20-02(2); Ord. of 4-19-05(4); Ord. of 9-20-05(2); Ord. of 8-15-06(2);
Ord. of 10-17-06(4); Ord. of 6-19-07(2); Ord. of 7-17-07(3); Ord. of 11-20-07(2); Ord. of 7-15-
08(1); Ord. of 7-15-08(4); Ord. of 10-21-08(2); Ord. of 7-21-09(1); Ord. of 12-1-09; Ord. of 1-
19-10; Ord. of 3-16-10(3); Ord. of 3-16-10(4); Ord. of 12-21-10, § 1; Ord. No. 2011-0007, § 1,
1-17-12; Ord. No. 2012-0001, § 3, 3-20-12; Ord. No. 2012-0003, §§ 1, 2, 7-17-12; Ord. No.



2012-0004, § 1, 7-17-12; Old No. 2012-0005, §§ 1, 2, 7-17-12; Ord. No. 2012-0006, § 1, 7-17-
12 Ord. NO 2013 0012, § 1, 10-15-13; Ord. No. 2013-0005, § 1, 12-3-13; Ord. No. 2013-0016,
§ 1, 1-27-14; Ord. No. 7014 0007, § 1, 5-20-14; Ord. No. 2014-0009, §§ 1, 2, 5-20-14; Ord. No

2015 0011, § 2, 11-17-15; Ord. No. 2016-0004, § 1, 4-19-2016; Ord. No. 2016-0003, § 1, 4-19-

16: Ord. No. 2016-0012, § 1, 8-16-16; Ord. No. 2016-0014, § 1, 11-15-16; Ord. No. 2017-0001,
§1,1-17-17)






